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INTRODUCTION 

To all Sunday School Teachers 

This is the manual for the second half of Year C in our Anglican series of Sunday School lessons.  In it 
we focus mainly on the stories from the Old Testament.   
 
In Year A, we studied the Creation through to the Patriarchs.  Last year we learnt about the rise of 
the nation of Israel – we learnt about the Israelites’ entry into Canaan; stories of the judges such as 
Gideon, Deborah and Samson, and Israel’s first Kings – Saul, David and Solomon.  This year we will 
learn about the prophets – God’s messengers, whose words offer guidance, warning, intercession, 
teaching, counsel, encouragement and hope to the people. 
 
While our focus for the second half of the year is on the Old Testament, during the month of 
September our lessons fall in line with the Diocese of Johannesburg’s commitment to celebrating the 
Season of Creation.  It is the fifth mark of mission of the Worldwide Anglican Church to strive to 
safeguard the integrity of Creation and sustain and renew the life of the planet. 
 
The last few lessons of each year are devoted to Advent and Christmas.   

 
You are once again reminded of the excellent training offered by the Anglican Diocese of 
Johannesburg should you need advice in preparing and facilitating a lesson.   
 
As you prepare your lessons, do keep the following in mind: 

If a person HEARS a lesson once, he will remember a small part 
If a person SEES a relevant aid, he will remember more 

If a person HEARS and SEES a relevant aid he may remember half the lesson 
If a person HEARS, SEES, and SAYS he will remember a large part 

If a person HEARS, SEES, SAYS and DOES an activity which is relevant, he will remember almost 
everything! 

 
 
   

God bless you all! 
Diocese of Johannesburg Children’s Ministry 
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How to prepare for a lesson 

Pray for yourself, the children in your group and the lesson message. 

Read the Bible to learn and understand the story and the spiritual truths.  Study related Bible 

passages and other translations of the Scriptures. 

Enrich your background understanding.  Read the information for the teacher found at the 

beginning of each of our lessons in this manual.  If you are able to, look at reference books, consult 
an atlas etc. 

Prepare.  Preferably, you should be thinking about your lesson a week before you are due to give it, 

so that you are able to collect the materials you need over that week.  Decide how you will present 
the material and what activities you will do.  Prepare the teaching aids and anything else needed for 
the lesson.  It is important to plan a lesson which is not too short or too long.  It is good to have a 
few extra activities planned should the church be running late.   

Here follows a basic lesson structure you can use, although not all components are necessary every 
lesson: 

• Welcome 

• Introduction to the theme and attention grabber 

• Bible reading 

• Prayer 

• Memory verse 

• Craft 

• Song 

• Physical activity 

• Worksheet 

• Snack 
 

Aim of the lesson. Know what you wish to accomplish during the lesson. 

Reach the children.  Choose the best methods to convey the message to the children.  Use an age 

appropriate Bible.  Remember that children learn best by actively doing things and exploring and 
discovering for themselves.  Try to vary your activities from week to week e.g. try artwork activities 
that include painting and collage to encourage creativity. 

Evaluate the lesson after teaching it. Ask yourself questions such as: 

• What went really well? 

• What did the children enjoy? 

• What will I do the same next time and what will I do differently? 

(The PREPARE idea is inspired by The South African Sunday School Association) 
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Curriculum 

  Week in the Church year  Lesson Readings Page 

1. 17 July 
 

Sixth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

There were female disciples too 
Mary and Martha 

Luke 10:38-42 5 

2. 24 July  Seventh Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Knock, knock, knock 
Teaching on prayer 

Luke 11:1-13 11 

3 
31 July 

Eighth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Prophets - Elijah 
 1 Kings 16:29 –
21:27 

23 

4. 7 August Ninth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

God is no fool 

 Isiah  

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
 

36 

5  
14 August  

Tenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Our merciful and gracious God 

Story of Jonah 

Jonah 1-4 

 
41 

6 
21 August 

Eleventh Sunday after 
Pentecost. 

A sad day for God's people 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 

49 

7 
28 August  

Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Standing firm in our faith (The 

story of Daniel) 
Daniel 3 and 6 62 

 Season of Creation    

8 4 Sep Thirteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

I am a new creation Jer 18:1-11 73 

9 11 Sep Fourteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

The real cost of things  79 

10 18 Sep Fifteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

What happens to our rubbish?  90 

11 25 Sep Sixteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Wonderful Creation Genesis 1 101 

12 2 Oct Seventeenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

We are interconnected  107 

13 9 Oct Eighteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

God’s hidden plan  

(The story of Esther) 

 116 

14 16 Oct Nineteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Restoration of God’s people Ezra 1- 10; 
Nehemiah 1 -13 

129 

  15    23 Oct Twentieth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Waiting for the Messiah and 

listening to the prophets 

Books of the 

prophets 

136 

16 30 Oct Twenty first Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Job Job 147 

17 6 Nov Twenty second Sunday 

after Pentecost 

John the Baptist Luke 3:1-20 155 

18 13 

Nov 

Twenty third Sunday after 

Pentecost 

A new heaven and new earth Isiah 65;17-25, 

Luke 21;5-19 

161 

19 20 Nov  Christ the King How much do you know?  170 

20 27 Nov First Sunday of Advent The real meaning of Christmas Luke 2: 1 -20; 

Matthew 21-10   

172 

21 4 Dec Second Sunday of Advent Nativity plays  182 
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Yes, there were women disciples 
too! 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
17 July 2022 

 
Reading:  Luke 10: 38-42 
Theme: Faithfulness of the women disciples 
Memory verse: “The twelve were with them, and also some women.... “(Luke 8:1,2) 
 
  

Information for the teacher: 
 
Today’s lesson will focus on some of the women disciples of Jesus. We are all very familiar with the stories of 
Jesus’ 12 men disciples, and of well-known characters such as the great apostle, Paul, but we sometimes forget, 
or do not realise that there were many followers of Jesus who were women! 
 
These women were devoted followers of Jesus.  They accompanied Jesus as He travelled from one town to 
another, proclaiming the good news of the Kingdom of God (Luke 8:1-3).  A number of these women supported 
Jesus financially (Luke 8:4). They walked with Jesus to the cross and were present with Him at the crucifixion 
when many of the other disciples had fled.  It was women who brought spices to anoint Jesus body that first 
Easter morning, and it was a woman, Mary Magdalene, to whom Jesus first appeared after His resurrection.  A 
number of women such as Tabitha, Lydia and Priscilla were leaders in the early church and are mentioned in 
the book of Acts for their contribution to the establishment of the Christian faith. 
 
It is important that we study the women disciples of Jesus this year – the year when the lectionary readings are 
based on the Book of Luke.  It is Luke who pays particular attention to the interaction Jesus had with women, 
and records a number of stories involving women which are not mentioned in the other gospels.   
 
 Jesus’ attitude to women was radically different from what was customary at the time.  In first century Jewish 
culture, the society was very patriarchal and a woman’s status and freedom were severely limited.  Women 
were mostly restricted to roles of little or no authority, and were largely confined to their father’s or husband’s 
home.  Women could not go outside on their own, or appear in public places or talk to strangers.  Jesus crossed 
all these barriers. He treated all people with equal respect and Luke shows the special regard and care Jesus 
had for women. 
 
We can learn much from the faithfulness, adoration, generosity and acts of service of these devoted followers 
of Jesus. 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives:  

• To learn more about the women disciples of Jesus 

• To be reminded that we should always give of our best to Jesus 

 Attention Grabber:  the gender game. Write out or print out a sign that says girl and 
another sign that says boy. Then ask the children to decide whether the job you ask them about is for 
a boy or for a girl.  

Police sergent, nurse, doctor, laywer, teacher,receptionist, landscaper, interior designer, fashion 
designer, cook, army soldier, professor, film director, priest, pharmasist, teller, CEO, fiancial manager, 
bus driver, soccer player. (you will probably find that the generic roles that children assign gender to 
will come up).  The children can go to stand by the boy or girl sign – or in the middle if both boys and 
girls can do those jobs. 

 

  Bible Story and Discussion:  Mary and Martha (Luke 10: 30-42)  
1. We begin today’s lesson by trying to remember the names of some of Jesus’ disciples. Can 

you help me with these names? 
2. These people followed Jesus – they tried to live their lives as He did.  Do you think there 

were any women who followed Jesus?  (Allow the children to try to mention a few names.  
Remind the children that we learnt about a woman who followed Jesus in our story about 
Dorcus.  We also often hear the name Mary mentioned in the Bible – there was Mary, Jesus’ 
mother, and there was also Mary, whose sister was Martha and whose brother was Lazarus 
– you may want to briefly check if they know the story of Lazarus. (John 11:1-44).  You may 
also want to mention Mary Magdalene – it was Mary Magdalene and Salome who went to 
Jesus’ tomb that first Easter morning and found that it was empty.)  

3. We can learn a lot from the women of the Bible.  Today we are going to learn about the 
story of Mary and Martha  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. With which character in the story do you identify? 

Mary and Martha  

(Luke 10: 30-42) 
38 While Jesus and his followers were traveling, Jesus went into a town. A woman 

named Martha let Jesus stay at her house. 39 Martha had a sister named Mary. Mary 

was sitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to him teach. 40 Martha became angry because 

she had so much work to do. She went in and said, “Lord, don’t you care that my 

sister has left me alone to do all the work? Tell her to help me!” 

41 But Jesus answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are getting worried and upset about 

too many things. 42 Only one thing is important. Mary has chosen the right thing, and 

it will never be taken away from her.” 
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2. What were some of the things that women were not allowed to do in Jesus’ time? (women 
were not allowed to learn like men did). 

3. Why do you think Martha was upset with Mary? 
4. Would you be upset with Mary? 
5. What do you think it means when Jesus says that Mary chose the right thing to do by 

listening and not helping in the kitchen?  
6. What jobs do you think the women disciples had? (many started churches in their homes). 

 
 

Prayer:  Dear God. Help us to remember how much you love us. May we love you just as much 
back!  Help us to put you first in all that we do! Amen 
 
 

Craft 
 

 
You will need a paper plate and a piece of rope 
or wool or string for each child, and a stapler, 
tape or glue. (You can use any cardboard). 
 
Make sure you have cut the paper plate in half 
before the lesson. 
 
Have the children draw ears on each piece of 
the paper plate. 
Then glue, staple or stick the wool on the back 
to fit the head of the child. 
 
 
 

 

  Physical activity:  Play a version of the game, “I went on a journey” – today our game 
involves women of the Bible.  For this game the children sit in a circle.  The first child names a 
woman of the Bible, for example, “Mary.”  The next child in the circle then adds another woman’s 
name from the Bible, for example, Mary, Martha. The game continues with each child adding on to 
the list of names.  If a child forgets what the others have said, then the game begins again, starting 
with that child, or to make this game easier, especially for the very young children, everyone can 
help with remembering the sentence as it gets longer and longer.   
 
For this game, try to begin by naming women of the New Testament, but then move on to any 
women of the Bible.  As a child names a woman, first discuss a little bit about this woman before 
carrying on with the game.  You may need to help the children with names of women in the Bible.   
 
Here are some suggestions:  Mary, Martha, Dorcas, Elizabeth, Eve, Rebecca, Hannah, Ruth, Sarah, 
Rachel, Naomi, Orpah, Rahab, Deborah, Miriam, Leah, Delilah, Esther 
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Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To learn more about the women disciples of Jesus 

• To be reminded that we should always give of our best to Jesus 
 

  Attention Grabber:   
Split the group into teams (depending on the size of your group it would probably be better to have 
no more than four in a group).  
In the first round ask the groups to come up with as many examples as they can of jobs that both men 
and women do.  
In round two ask them to come up with examples of jobs that only men do. (this should get a lot 
harder). 
In the last round ask them to come up with examples of jobs that only women do. 
(This should cause some debate amoung the groups as most jobs are now not based on gender.) 

 
 

  Bible Story and discussion:   Mary and Martha (Luke 10: 30-42) 
 Read the reading out the Bible. 

1. Begin today’s discussion by asking the children to name a few disciples of Jesus. 
2. What is meant by the word “disciple”? (Follower of Jesus) 
The children will probably have only mentioned the 12 disciples of Jesus and not any women, so 
continue with the following questions: 

3. Do you think there were any women followers of Jesus? (Wait for a response and perhaps 
the names of some women disciples.) 

4. Why do you think Martha was so upset with Mary? (Martha had a lot of work to do to feed 
everyone, women in those days were not allowed to learn the same way that men did so she 
shouldn’t have been sitting with the men listen to Jesus). 

5. Why do you think Jesus said Mary was in the right to be at his feet and not helping Martha in 
the kitchen? Do you think Jesus didn’t want to eat?  

6. In this story who do you think you would be? Would you be teaching like Jesus or would you 
be like Mary listening or would you be like Martha who was taking care of everyone?  
 

Today we will learn about a few more of Jesus’ women disciples – there were in fact many women 
disciples! 
 
Activity: Here are a few female names.  As I call out each name, put your hand up if you think that 
this is the name of a woman mentioned in the Bible as a follower of Jesus. 
Susanna       Joanna       Mary      Alison    Paula     Dinah     Martha    Salome 
(For each name, keep a record of how many children think that there was a woman of this name 
mentioned in the Bible) 
 
Now turn to the Bible to check if you were correct! 
Luke 8:1-3:  Mary Magdalene, Joanna and Susanna are mentioned in this passage 
Luke 10:38-39:  Mary and Martha are mentioned in this passage 
Mark 16:1: Mary Magdalene, Mary, mother of James and Salome are mentioned in this 
passage 
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So, from these passages we realise that the 12 disciples, with whom we are so familiar, and who 
were all men, were not the only followers of Jesus – there were many others and women too!  These 
women were devoted followers of Jesus.  Many of them supported Jesus financially (Luke 8:3).  They 
walked with Jesus to the cross and were at the crucifixion when the other disciples had fled.  It was 
women who took spices to the tomb that first Easter Sunday.  They were among the first to witness 
the resurrection of Jesus.  It is thought that women were also present in the upper room on the day 
of Pentecost.  Many of women also played an important role in establishing the early church. 
How many followers of Jesus with the name of Mary are mentioned in the Bible? (3) 

• Mary, the mother of Jesus 

• Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus 

• Mary Magdalene 
(Mary, mother of Cleopas is also mentioned in John 19:25)  

 
Did you know that one of Jesus’ most faithful followers was Mary Magdalene?  She was present with 
Jesus at His crucifixion when the other disciples, except for the beloved disciple, thought to be James 
or John had fled.  She was also the first to see Jesus after His resurrection. 
We can learn much from the women of the Bible and their commitment to following Jesus.  There 
are many stories in the Bible, particularly in the Book of Luke, which tell of Jesus’ interaction with 
women. Important lessons can be learnt from these stories. 
 

Prayer:   
Dear Lord Jesus.  We are all very familiar with the stories of Jesus’ 12 disciples, and of well-known 
characters such as the great apostle, Paul, but we sometimes forget, or do not realise that there 
were many followers of Jesus who were women!  Today we give special thanks for the contribution 
that these disciples made to the spreading of the Christian faith.  May we, like Mary who listened at 
your feet, worship you with love, respect and devotion, and give of our best to you.  Amen 

 

  Worksheet:    A worksheet can be found at the end of the lesson.   
The answers to the worksheet are: Anna, Elizabeth, Martha, Mary Magdalene, Salome, Phoebe, Priscilla. 
 

  Physical activity: Play a version of the game, “I went on a journey” – today our game 
involves using women of the Bible.  For this game the children sit in a circle.  The first child names a 
woman of the Bible, for example, “Mary.”  The next child in the circle then adds another woman’s 
name from the Bible, for example, Mary, Martha. The game continues with each child adding on to 
the list of names.  If a child forgets what the others have said, then the game begins again, starting 
with that child.   
 
For this game, try to begin by naming women of the New Testament, but then move on to any 
women of the Bible.  As a child names a woman, first discuss a little bit about this woman before 
carrying on with the game.  You may need to help the children with names of women in the Bible.  
Here are some suggestions:  Mary, Martha, Salome, Joanna, Dorcas, Lydia, Priscilla, Elizabeth, Anna, 
Eve, Rebecca, Rachel, Hannah, Ruth, Naomi, Orpah, Bathsheba, Rahab, Deborah, Miriam, Hagar, 
Leah, Jezebel, Delilah, Ester 
References: 
www.rotation.org 
www.Biblewise.com 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A38-42&version=ICB 

http://www.rotation.org/
http://www.biblewise.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A38-42&version=ICB
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Knock Knock Knock! 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
24 July 2022 

 
Readings:   Luke 11:1-13 
Theme:  Prayer 
Memory verse: “For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 
knocks, the door will be opened.” (Luke 11:10) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
 
Lesson Objective:  

➢ To explore different ways of praying in order to learn a way to pray that works for them. 
➢ To know and feel that we want to seek God and that this is also what God wants us to do.,  
➢ To be able to ask and tell God anything 
➢ To come to enjoy and look forward to praying.  
 

 

Information for the teacher: 
 
As Christians we believe that prayer is an essential part in our relationship with God.  Prayer should be regarded 
as a two-way communication, like talking over the phone, not like rubbing a magic lamp and a Gennie appears 
ready to grant your wishes.  God sustains us through prayer. Gods desire is for God's children to ask, seek, and 
knock to receive Gods unfailing love and grace.  
Before the lesson, seek God through prayer–much prayer.  
Ask God to show you the truths of prayer, and  
knock in such a way, which is continuous. 
 
The lesson today we will be looking at the Gospel of Luke where Jesus taught his disciples to pray. 
Sometimes it's difficult for us to connect with God so this lesson will give a number of examples of ways to pray.  
One way may really work for you and not for another person, that’s OK! We are all different and that’s the way 
God likes it. So, explore different ways and find a way that works for you and that you find meaningful and 
special. 
 
An outcome that should be reached today for your class is that God wants them to seek Him, ask Him anything, 
and that God is never too busy for them. They don’t need to be scared or shy to speak with their God! 
 

 
 

 
 



12 
 

 Attention Grabber:  
 
Prayer is Possible 
Hold up a cell phone and ask what all we can do with it.  
Emphasize that its main purpose was so that we can communicate with someone. 
Ask them about where and when they've used one.  
Answers for where may include in a car, outside, in the house, even on a boat.  Answers for when may 
include when I need information, when I need help, when I may be lost and not know directions, or 
when I just want to talk to someone.  
Ask:  Who are some people you wish you could call?  Anyone far away? Anyone famous? 
Ask: Can you just call any number to reach my cell phone?  No, you must know what my phone number 
is. 
Ask: Do you know God wants us to call Him? God even gives us the number! 
Read: Romans 10:12-13 
"For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all 
who call on him, for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
God's number is J-E-S-U-S. 
 
Say:  Just like you can't call any random number to call me, we can't just call any number and reach 
God. Jesus said in John 14:6, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me." There is no other way to call on God except through Jesus Christ, His Son. 
Jesus goes on to say in John 14:13-14 -  
"Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask 
Me anything in My name, I will do it."  
We can call on God anytime and anywhere. God says in Jeremiah 29:12 -   
"Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you." 
God invites us to call Him anywhere, any time.  God is always available. 
 

  Bible Story and Discussion:   
Read Luke 11: 1-13. 
 
Questions: 
Have you ever asked your parents for something very special? What was it? 
Have you ever asked your parents for something and they said no? Why do you think they said no?  
Does anyone know what prayer is? 
Can anyone show me how to pray? 
If you ask Jesus for something (give examples of things like a new toy, a puppy, favourite soccer 
team to win, KFC for supper etc) and Jesus doesn’t give it to us, why did he do that?  (Jesus knows 
what’s best for us, sometimes things we ask for won’t be good for us like KFC for supper or maybe 
we won’t know how to care for it, yet, like a puppy) 
  
Explain to your class that Jesus still loves us if we don’t get what we want just like our parents still 
love us after they told us no. 
Tell your class that prayer isn’t just a way to ask Jesus to give you something, but it can be like 
talking to your best friend. 
Ask what kind of things do you and your friends talk about? You can talk to Jesus about those things 
too! Just remember who you talking to. Jesus is the best person in the whole universe! We mustn’t 
be disrespectful! 
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Prayer:  Hi Jesus!  Thank you so much for this day. Thank you for our teachers and friends. Help 
us to remember that you are always with us. Help us to remember that we can talk to 
you about anything anytime and anywhere. We love you so much! Amen. 

 

  Physical activity: the following activities are different ways to pray. You can choose which 
you would like to do, or you can do all! 

 
Meditation. 
Meditation is a way in which we can pray to God 
 

• Breathing meditation: 
o Lie or sit comfortably, be fully supported, hands up and relaxed 
o Close your eyes, optional 
o Think of unwanted thoughts as clouds passing, leaves floating away, or sticks pushed 

into the sand. Never stop your thoughts, acknowledge them and move on 
o You are safe, no one is looking, and you will not be disturbed 
o Feel yourself being supported 
o Without changing your breathing at all, for a few moments notice your breath gently 

entering your body and effortlessly leaving it. This is the breath of life that keeps you 
alive. Air filling your lungs and leaving, without you ever having to think about it. It is 
almost as if the air is breathing you. 

o Now take a slightly longer breath in and out, through your nose if you can. Perhaps 
you notice how the air is cooler as it passes your nostrils and is warmer on the exhale. 

o Breathe in a little deeper if you want, without forcing yourself. Feel the air going into 
your lungs, filling your body with healing oxygen. Be aware of slowly exhaling, 
breathing out all that your body doesn’t need. 

o As you start to feel more focused, I’d like you to scan your body and be aware of how 
it feels. In your mind’s eye visit each part of your body, starting with your head. How 
does it feel? Is there any tightness, maybe around the temples or not? Is your head 
balanced onto the top of your spine or are you jutting out your chin? Don’t necessarily 
do anything to change your posture unless you want to. Just be aware of how these 
things are. 

o Travel down to your neck and throat, to your shoulders and the top of your back. Is 
there tightness anywhere? Are your shoulders hunched up towards your ears? Go 
down your spine, does it feel free and easy or is it tight? Notice any niggles. Are you 
aware of your heart beating in your chest? Does your tummy feel settled or are you 
hungry? Are there any cramps? Continue your body scan down through your hips to 
your thighs, knees, calves, ankles and feet. Register how they feel. 

o Quietly take a slightly deeper breath in and slowly exhale. ....... 
o Be aware of the air filling a little more of your lungs than usual, as you draw it slightly 

deeper down into your lungs. 
o Continue until you are relaxed and focused.  It is in this space where you can wait on 

God. 
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• Scripture meditation: 
o Take a passage from scripture that has meaning or a message for you and meditate 

on it.  
o There are several ways.  You can read it over and over again, slower every time and 

thinking on the passage until a word or phrase stands out for you and prayer around 
that message and meditate on what it has to say to your life today. 

o Or you can use a scripture passage in the same way as the breathing meditation. 
o For example, “Be still and know that I am God” - Ps 46:10. 
o Be still and know that I am God 
o Be still and know that I am 
o Be still and know that I  
o Be still and know that 
o Be still and know  
o Be still and  
o Be still 
o Be  

 

• Closing and opening hands prayer: 
Have a leader talk the group through the prayer as follows: 

▪ Close your eyes and close your hands tightly 
▪ Become aware of the stress, worries and tensions you are carrying.  
▪ Then, when you are ready, turn your hands downwards, still closed. 
▪ Imagine God’s hands underneath yours and as you slowly open your hands, imagine 

what you are carrying falls into God’s hands 
▪ Then turn your hands upwards and open and ask God’s spirit to fill and renew you. 

 

• Smartie prayer 
Get a box of smarties and pour out a variety of different coloured smarties. 
Ask your group to give each colour a meaning. For example, red is loved ones, blue is school, green is 
the earth, yellow for the poor etc. Help the class to agree on each one. 
 
Pour out all the smarties and tell your class to take a few (no less than 3) and depending on the colour 
that is what they must pray for. 
 
You can do this in pairs or individually. They can pray out loud or silently. 
Once they have finished let them eat their smarties! 

 

 Craft:   
Prayer beads. 
If you don’t have beads you could use macaroni or something that can be threaded. 

• Beads are a means in this material world to remember our place in the spiritual world 

• They keep us focused and help us to slow down our thoughts and be more intentional  

• They help to facilitate meditation and contemplative, purposeful prayer 

• The beads can be used to signify anything that has meaning. For example, a family 
member, friend, event, struggles, being grateful for something, or even activities in 
our day, or to be thankful for something 

• The example we are going to use is the prayer Jesus taught His disciples – Matthew 6 

• Take 12 beads and make your own prayer beads.  Each bead will represent a part of 
the Lord’s prayer: 
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i. Our Father in heaven 

ii. May Your name be kept holy 

iii. May Your Kingdom come 

iv. May Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

v. Give us today the food we need 

vi. Forgive us our sins 

vii. As we have forgiven those you have sinned against us 

viii. Don’t let us yield to temptation 

ix. But rescue us from the evil one 

x. For Yours is the Kingdom 

xi. The power and the glory, for ever 

xii. Amen. 

 
 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objective:    
To be introduced to the image that the journey of life can be compared to running a race, with Jesus 
at our side to help us on our way 

 

  Attention Grabber:   
Prayer is Possible 
Hold up a cell phone and ask what all we can do with it. Emphasize that its main purpose was so 
that we can communicate with someone. 
 
Ask them about where and when they've used one.  
Answers for where may include in a car, outside, in the house, even on a boat.  Answers for when 
may include when I need information, when I need help, when I may be lost and not know 
directions, or when I just want to talk to someone.  
Ask:  Who are some people you wish you could call?  Anyone far away? Anyone famous? 
Ask: Can you just call any number to reach my cell phone?  No, you must know what my phone 
number is. 
Ask: Did you know God wants us to call Him? He even gives us His number! 
Read: Romans 10:12-13 
"For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses 
all who call on him, for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
God's number is J-E-S-U-S. 
Say:  Just like you can't call any random number to call me, we can't just call any number and reach 
God. Jesus said in John 14:6, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me." There is no other way to call on God except through Jesus Christ, His Son. 
Jesus goes on to say in John 14:13-14 -  
"Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you 
ask Me anything in My name, I will do it."  
Once we know Jesus, we can call on God anytime and anywhere. God says in Jeremiah 29:12 -   
"Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you." 
God invites us to call anywhere, any time.  God is always available. 
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  Bible Story and Discussion: Luke 11:1-13 
 

The Bible mentions praying often and this verse indicates how important praying is.  It gives a 
good description of how to pray.   
In 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 it says, “Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 
This passage tells us to be joyful even in hard times and remember that we can come to God 
in the good times and the bad times.   
So, prayer is not just what you say, but prayer is being aware that you are in the presence of 
God. 
Prayer is not a task to be done and then ticked off a to do list. 
Prayer is focusing on God with a pure and repentant heart. 
Prayer is relationship.   
Jesus gives us a good example of prayer.  Let’s look at how Jesus prayed. 
 
Jesus communicated regularly with God.  Jesus mostly spent time in the mornings praying.  He 
put His relationship with God first. 
 
What ways did Jesus pray? 
He has daily time in solitary prayer. 
Luke 6:12 says “One of those days Jesus went out to a mountain to pray, and spent the night 
praying to God.” 
He had prayer with His small group of friends. 
Luke 9:28 says “About 8 days after Jesus said this; He took Peter, John and James with Him 
and went up onto a mountain to pray.” 
He had prayer for people with special needs. 
John 11:41-44 says “So they took away the stone.  Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 
thank you that You have heard me.  I know that You always hear me, but I said this for the 
benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that You have sent me.”  When He 
had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”  The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet were wrapped with strips of linen and a cloth around his face.  Jesus said to 
them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go”. 
He had an attitude of constant openness to God’s presence in the midst of life.  
John 12:27-29 says “Now my heart is troubled and what shall I say?  Father, save me from this 
hour? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  Father glorify Your name!  Then a 
voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.”  The crowd that was there 
and heard it said it had thundered, others said an angel had spoken to Him.” 
He had prayer through weekly worship with others at the synagogue. Luke 4:16 says “He 
went to Nazareth, where He had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day He went into the 
synagogue, as was His custom.  And he stood up to read.” 
 
Think of prayer as a conversation where God is interested and happy to hear from you. 
Prayer should be genuine, use your own words. Tell God what’s on your mind and heart. 
 
Prayer is not a quick fix! 

• Sometimes we do feel a lack of communication and as if God is distant and unreal.  

• Don't worry even the saints felt like that – it has been called the dark night of the soul. 

• Like all relationships prayer is a two-way communication. 
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• Prayer is sharing our desires with God. God sometimes answers our prayers by helping 
us to see our real needs more clearly. 
 
So, the way we communicate with God is openly, honestly and regularly.  This is also how we 
should communicate with people. 
We can: 

• Be aware of God’s presence 

• Listen silently to feelings as well as words 

• Pray with truth and love. 

• There is no right or wrong way to pray to God who you love.  Come as you are.  Be in 
God's presence, as you are 

 
Prayer is an essential part of our relationship with Jesus if we are to grow and mature into His 
likeness. 
 

 

Prayer. Dear Jesus. Thank you that you are interested in me. Please would you guide me everyday 
and remind me that you are with me when I forget. Please meet me here in my prayer. Please help 
me to seek you in all that I do, talk to you whenever and wherever and to pray continuously. We love 
you lots 
Amen. 
 

  Physical activity:  Please see the younger children's activities. Or you can try a labyrinth. A 
finger labyrinth is attached, or you can make a life size one. 

A labyrinth is similar to a maze except you cannot get lost and it is circular, you follow the path to the 
centre and follow it out again. People use labyrinths as a way of praying with their bodies. Walking 
inwards to Gods heart and walking back out to the world. 

 
Watch this video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5--pGSEbPY to see how to make a quick and 
easy Labyrinth.   You can use string, chalk, stones or pebbles or tape. 
 
Below is the finger labyrinth 
How to use: 

 

➢ Before you start any finger labyrinth "walk," take time to breathe and relax. 
 Set an intention or question for the walk. Without an intention a finger labyrinth walk 
can become an exercise in hastily and mindlessly moving your finger along the circuits 
and wondering why at the end of the walk you even bothered. Say a prayer, if you like, 
for support, healing, and guidance. 

➢ Place a finger from your non-dominant hand at the entrance to the labyrinth. 
(Research shows that often our non-dominant hand has easier access to our intuition.) 
As you trace the circuit, stay open to whatever presents itself: feelings, sensations, 
memories, images, or just "knowing." Pause at any time to breathe, be with a memory, 
work with an image, or simply relax into the labyrinth. At the centre of the labyrinth, 
feel its connection to your own centre. The centre is a wonderful place to relax, pray, 
or sing. When you are ready, trace your way out, staying open to whatever comes up 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H5--pGSEbPY
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for you. When your walk is done, place both hands on the labyrinth and give thanks 
for whatever you learned and experienced. 

➢ Experiment and play with your labyrinth. Try using a favourite word or phrase that 
evokes the sacred for you. Repeat the mantra slowly in your heart as you "walk." You 
may also walk with questions such as, "In what way do I most need to grow spiritually 
right now?" or "What most blocks me from fully receiving and living God's love?" You 
can also walk the labyrinth in intercessory prayer for someone else, sending them the 
fruits of your walk. 

➢ If you are experiencing a difficult feeling-anger, grief, bitterness-have as your intention 
it’s healing and release (knowing, of course, that many deeper feelings may take more 
time than a walk). 

➢ If you are struggling with a problem, ask for insight and guidance: What must I release 
in order to allow healing? What am I not feeling or acknowledging that I must let into 
my conscious awareness to allow healing? Whom do I most need to forgive, and for 
what? 

➢ If you are working with an illness, either serious or insignificant, you may walk into the 
labyrinth simply asking to return to balance with yourself and life, no matter what the 
circumstances of your illness. You can also walk with the question: What part of my 
life (or me) am I neglecting that needs attention? Illness may also be a teacher or an 
ally. If you are interested in exploring your illness as a teacher, you may walk asking, 
"How may I open to my illness as a teacher and ally?" or "What does my illness have 
to teach me at this point in my life? 
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Craft 
 
You can do the prayer beads explained in the younger children's craft or you can do mandalas.   
 
With a mandala, you start with a circle. Create your prayer space. You don’t have to stay within the 
lines, but this is your sacred space for prayer. You can draw your own circle on a blank piece of paper 
or print out a colouring page. 
 
Then, begin to colour. This is not about the end result, but about the process of prayer.  
Spend time in prayer and talking with God as you colour.  
Or release yourself into His hands and allow God space to speak to your heart. 
You can repeat scripture or a short prayer as you colour, allow your mind to wander through the 
thoughts God places on your heart, or simply relax into the exercise. 
The scripture you can use is Luke 11:1-4 

Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to 

him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 

2 He said to them, “When you pray, say: 

“‘Father,[a] 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come.[b] 

3 Give us each day our daily bread. 

4 Forgive us our sins, 

    for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.[c] 

And lead us not into temptation.[d]’” 
 
 
For more info on Mandalas go to 
https://devozine.upperroom.org/spiritual-practices/color-yourself-closer-to-god/ 

Please see attachment for two different mandalas. You can find thousands more online if you want 

others! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25408a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25408b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25410c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11%3A1-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25410d
https://devozine.upperroom.org/spiritual-practices/color-yourself-closer-to-god/
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Prophets of God (Elijah) 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
31 July 2022 

 
Readings:   Hosea 11:1-11; (1 Kings 16:29 – 21:27) 
Theme:  Who are prophets and what do they do? 
Memory verses: 
  

Information for the teacher: 
Today we look at the prophets. The collect for the day is: 

God of justice 
Your word is light and truth 

Let your face shine on us to restore us 
That we may walk in your way 

Seeking justice and doing good. 
This sums up much of what the prophets did.  They called people back to listening and responding to God's 
word and to being just and seeking good. 
 
Today we sometimes mistakenly think that a prophet foretells the future.  But the biblical prophets were 
concerned with the present. They spoke God's message for now and encouraged the people to respond 
immediately as God was directing.  
 
Sometimes people ask how does one know that it is a true prophet speaking and that the message is from God?  
Prophecy is a gift of the Holy Spirit and if someone thinks that they have the gift of prophecy this should be 
confirmed by others in the church and it should be in line with the principles found in the Bible, such as love, 
justice and compassion.  
 
There are many prophets in the Bible.  There are the well-known prophets such as Elijah, Elisha, Isiah, Jeremiah 
Ezekiel and Jonah. There are also many less well-known prophets such as Obadiah, Zephaniah and Malachi.  
 
Prophecy was often linked to politics. Many prophets criticised the rulers of the day and the rich people and 
called them to repent, turn from their wicked ways and practice justice and compassion especially to the poor. 
 
In today's lesson we focus on Elijah and King Ahab. The story tells how King Ahab turned from God and started 
worshipping Baal. Ahab also exploited the poor for example in the story of Naboth's vineyard (1 Kings 21).  Try 
to find similarities between the biblical story and what rulers today do that is wrong. (Are they corrupt, do they 
worship the false god of greed and steal from the poor?).  
 
In this lesson we will think a little about modern day prophets. Who are the modern-day prophets? How do we 
know they are bringing God's message and are not false prophets?  What is the prophetic role of the church 
and of all Christians? 
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Lesson Suggestions 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 

Lesson Objectives: 

• To learn about prophets and what they do. 

• To think about what God's message is for us today. 

• To encourage the children to stay close to God by reading the Bible, praying and coming to 
church 

 

 Attention Grabber: Before the lesson, hide a clock – preferably a clock which makes a loud 
ticking sound, or a picture of a clock.  Give the children a time limit to find the clock – ring a bell 
when the time is up if the children have not yet found the clock.  
 
Last year we learnt about God’s people and how they kept on not following God’s way.  This year we 
will learn more stories about these people. We will learn about how God sent special people to show 
them what was right and what was wrong, but time was running out for God’s people. Would they 
start to listen to God before it was too late? What do you think? 

 

  Bible Story: The story of Elijah and King Ahab (1 Kings 18) 
The story today is about King Ahab and Elijah  
Pictures to help you tell this story can be found at the end of the lesson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s story is about a prophet called Elijah who was a messenger of God. When people listened to 
God and were good and kind Elijah told them how God was going to bless them. When they were 
bad and disobeyed God's law, Elijah warned them that if they continued to do wrong things they 
would be punished.  
 
 Once there was a king called King Ahab.  He did not listen to God. Instead he did what he wanted. 
He exploited the poor and he started to worship other gods and especially a god called Baal. Ahab 
set up an altar and a temple for this god.  The people then also started to pray to this god called 
Baal. 
 
Do you think God was happy with this?  (No!) 
(You may want to briefly remind the slightly older children of the Ten Commandments where God 
said you may not worship any other god and that we must love our neighbour and not exploit the 
poor) 
 
So God sent a prophet called Elijah to tell Ahab that what he was doing was wrong.  Elijah said, 
“Because of all the bad things you are doing, it will not rain until the one and only true God says so!” 
And then, just as God promised, the rain stopped.  It did not rain for days. It did not rain for weeks.  
It did not rain for months.   
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Review questions: 
1. Who was the wicked king? 
2. What did the king do that was wrong?   
3. Are there kings / leaders today who do wrong? What do they do that is wrong? 
4. Who did God send to tell King Ahab he was doing wrong? 
5. What did Elijah tell the king? 
6. What do you think we should say to our leaders today? 
7. Elijah built an altar and the people of Baal built an altar.  They all prayed. What happened? 
8. What can we learn from today’s lesson?   

 

Songs  
 

Three years went by with no rain.  God then told Elijah, “Go meet again with meet King Ahab.”  
Elijah did as he was told.  
“There you are, you big troublemaker!” said the king, but it was really the king who had caused all 
the trouble. 
 
“Let’s see whose god is real,” Elijah said. 
So the people of Baal built an altar to their god, and Elijah built an altar to God. 
 
The people of Baal then started to pray to their god, asking him to send fire.  They prayed and they 
shouted and they prayed. 
 
Elijah said, “Pray louder. Maybe your god is talking, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or maybe he 
is asleep.” And the prophets of Baal carried on crying out to their god until evening, but still nothing 
happened. 
 
When they had given up asking their god to send fire, Elijah then asked for four buckets of water, 
which he poured over his altar.  He then prayed to God, asking God to send fire. 
What do you think happened? 

God sent fire and it destroyed all the wood and the stones of the altar and dried up all the water!  
When the people saw this, they fell to the ground and said, “The Lord is God! The Lord is God!” 
 
The story does not end just yet.  Elijah then climbed to the top of Mount Carmel. He bent down to 
the ground and put his face between his knees.  
“Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant.  
“There is nothing there”, the servant replied.  
Seven times Elijah said, “Go back and look.”   
The seventh time the servant replied, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the sea.”   
What do you think happened next? 
 
The sky grew black clouds, there was a great wind, and then there was a pitter, patter, pitter, patter 

- it was starting to rain! 
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 Craft ideas:  
1. Make a rain stick as shown in the picture below.  Ask the children how they think this craft 

relates to the story for today.  Give your craft an appropriate title such as “The story of 
Elijah" or “Our God is an awesome God.” or “Our God is Lord of all the earth.” 

 
 

 
To make a rain stick: 
You will need: 
A piece of A4 paper 
Stapler 
Crayons or kokis 
Dry Rice 
 To make: 
1. Roll a piece of paper into a tube so 
that it is about 5 cm wide  
2. Press one end together, fold it up about 1 cm and staple it closed. 
3. The children can then decorate their tubes. You can perhaps add raindrops as shown in the 

picture above. 
4. Finally put some rice into the tube and staple the other end of the tube.   

 
2. Make a rain mobile 

The children can simply colour in and cut out raindrops as shown 
in the first picture and then add cotton wool for the cloud.  
Instructions on how to make the raindrops in the second picture 
can be found on the next page   Once again ask the children how 
they think this craft relates to the story for today.  Give your 
craft an appropriate title. 

 
 
 To make rain drop sun catchers: 
You will need: 

• Blue crayons 

• Pencil or crayon sharpener 

• Wax paper 

• Iron (for adult use only) 

• Scissors 
 

1. The children sharpen the crayons – the shavings fall 
onto a sheet of waxed paper, as shown in the picture 
below. 

2. Another piece of wax paper is then placed on top of 
the shavings.   

3. The teacher then uses an iron on the lowest setting 
and this is then placed on top of the wax paper to 
melt the iron shavings.   

4. The teacher can then draw raindrop shapes on the 
paper and the children can cut them out (if they are old enough) 

5. Punch a hole in each rain drop and string them up for display. 
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  Activities: 
1. Making rain:  

Elijah said that it would not rain until he said so.  At the end of the story it starts to rain.  Let’s 
pretend we are making rain.  (Make sure you try this out before the lesson) 
 

 
 
You will need: 
Shaving Cream 
Water 
2 Bowls 
Blue food colouring 
Eye dropper or syringe 
Directions: 
1.  Fill a large bowl with water.  
2.  Spray shaving cream on top. 
3.  Fill a cup with water and add food colouring  
4.  Let the children squirt the food colouring into the shaving cream and watch the blue 
“rain” drops “fall” to the bottom of the bowl. 

 
2. The popcorn / paper game  

Today we learnt about people who no longer followed God.   
Do we want to be like these people?  (No!)   
How do we make sure that we keep following God in all that we do?  (By staying close to God 
by reading our Bible, praying and coming to church and Sunday School.)   
 
Let’s play a game which shows us what happens when we don’t stay close to God.  
1. Divide the children into 2 groups 
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2. Each group must stand in a line, facing the other group, which should be a few metres 
away. Each child must face another child 

3. Each child in the one line (Line A) should be given a piece of popcorn which is thrown to 
the child they are facing in the other line.  (Instead of popcorn you can also use a ball or 
even a scrunched up piece of paper) 

4. At your signal, the children toss the popcorn to the child in the other line.  The child in the 
other line tries to catch the popcorn.  Many of the tosses will fall short because the 
children are far apart from each other.   

5. Record the number of successful tosses 
6. The children in Line B now move a little closer to Line A.   
7. The children in Line B are now given the popcorn to toss to the children in line A 
8. Again record the number of successful tosses – there should be more as the children are 

closer together 
9. Continue this a number of times, each time taking one step closer until the two rows are 

together – now the children can simply drop the popcorn into the hands of the other child, 
resulting in no misses 

 
In this game, we find it is much easier to catch the popcorn/ ball/ crunched paper if we are close to 
each other and so it is with God – we need to stay close to God in all that we do! 
  
Just for fun, the children can continue playing the game but this time they can stand as far away 
from each other as they want.  Which pair is able stand the furthest away from each other without 
dropping the popcorn? 
  

Prayer:  Dear Lord God. We thank you that you are our God.  Please help us to remain close to 
you and follow you in all that we do.  Amen 
 
 

 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To learn about the story of Elijah and King Ahab 

• To gain an understanding of idol worship in a modern-day context  

• To think what God’s message for us is today. 

• To equip children with ways to keep God as the focus of our lives 
 

  Attention Grabber:  
 
2 truths and a lie 

 

  Bible Story: The story of Elijah and King Ahab (1 Kings 17 - 1 Kings 21:28) 
1. Do you know who were the first 3 kings of Israel? (Saul, David, Solomon) 
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2. Do you know the names of the twelve sons of Jacob whose descendants would form the 12 
tribes of Israel? (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, 
Joseph, Benjamin) 

3. Who united the 12 tribes of Israel into 1 nation and made Jerusalem the capital of this 
nation? (King David) 

 
Now, listen carefully to the following information - a short activity on this follows: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity: A map of the twelve tribes of Israel can be found at the end of this lesson.  Either as a 
group exercise, or individually, ask the children to colour in and label the 2 new nations, and 
name the kings of these 2 nations.  
 
 (Note:  Some of the children may notice that not all twelve sons of Jacob are represented on the 
map.  This is because the Levites were the priestly tribe and did not receive land- the Lord was 
their inheritance; the descendants of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, became full tribes in their 
own right replacing the tribe of Joseph; and the tribe of Simeon was incorporated into the tribe of 
Judah) 
 
 
Over the next years, both Israel and Judah would be ruled by a series of kings who did not follow 
the ways of God. 
 
In today’s story we will learn about King Ahab, one of the kings of Israel.  He married Jezebel, 
daughter of a king from a nation who worshipped a god called Baal.  Ahab set up an altar and a 
temple for this god named Baal and encouraged his nation to worship baal. 
 
Do you think God was happy with this?  No!! 
 
Let’s find out what happened next.  Look up 1 Kings 18: 16-45 in the bible. 

After David, King Solomon reigned for forty years. 
After his death, his son Rehoboam ruled for a while, but he made some big mistakes which led to the 
division of the nation of Israel. 
Ten of the northern tribes formed their own nation under a man called Jeroboam – this nation was 
called Israel.  Its capital was Samaria. 
The two southern tribes, called Judah and Benjamin, made up a nation called Judah, ruled by 
Rehoboam.  Its capital was Jerusalem. 
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 Discussion:  
1. What did you think of the story? What really struck you from the story? 

2. Which of the ten commandments were the people disobeying on this story? 

The story of Elijah and King Ahab 
(Based on 1 Kings 1; 1 kings 18:16-45) 

  
King Ahab thought he was big stuff.  He really thought he was the greatest!  He was a mighty king after all.  
All he had to do was give a command, and his servants rushed to do it.  King Ahab didn’t need God. Instead 
of trusting in God for all things, King Ahab trusted himself. Kind Ahab thought HE was in charge. He didn’t 
pray to God – God would want him to do things God’s way. Instead, he prayed to idols, because they would 
do things HIS way.  OR so he thought. But God was about to teach him who really was in charge! 
 
And so God sent the prophet Elijah to warn him of his wicked ways.  “It will not rain- there will not even be 
dew on the ground until the one true God says so!” Elijah said to the king.  And then, just as God had 
promised, the rain stopped. It did not rain for days...... then weeks .....then months........... 
 
Finally, after 3 years of drought and famine, God said to Elijah, “Go show yourself to Ahab.”  Elijah did as he 
was told.  
 
When King Ahab saw Elijah, he said, “Are you the man who troubles Israel?” 
Elijah answered, “It is not I, but you who are the trouble. You have forgotten the Commandments of the 
Lord, and instead choose to follow Baal.  Now, gather all Israel and the 450 prophets of Baal at Mount 
Carmel, so that all can choose, once and for all, whom they will follow – God or Baal.” 
 
On Mount Carmel, a bull was placed on an altar to Baal, and another on an altar to God.  The wood for the 
altar was not to be lit by a human being, but by a god. 
 
And so the prophets of Baal cried out, “O Baal, hear us!”  But there was no voice and no answer.  At noon, 
Elijah said, “Shout louder.  Perhaps he’s talking, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep 
and must be awakened.” And the prophets of Baal continued to cry out to their god until evening, and still 
there was no voice and no answer from their god. 
 
Elijah then said to all the people, “Come near to me.”  He then walked up to the altar of the Lord, took 12 
stones, according to the number of tribes of the sons of Jacob which made up Israel, and placed them on 
the altar. He then said, “Fill four barrels with water and pour on the altar and the wood.” When they had 
done this he said, “Do it a second time, and after this, he asked them to do it a third time. 
 
Elijah prayed, “Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known today that you are God of Israel, 
and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command.  Hear me, O Lord that this 
people may know that you are God, and that you may have their hearts again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At this point, ask the children what they think happens next. 
 
Then the fire of the Lord came down and consumed the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the 
dust, and licked up all the water.  When all the people saw this, they fell to the ground and said, 
“The Lord is God!” 
 
The story does not end just yet.  Elijah then climbed to the top of Mount Carmel. He bent down to 
the ground and put his face between his knees.  
“Go and look toward the sea,” he told his servant.  
“There is nothing there”, the servant replied.  
Seven times Elijah said, “Go back and look.”   
The seventh time the servant replied, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the sea.”   
And then the sky grew black clouds, the wind rose – the rain had come – the drought had come to 
an end. 
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3. Have you heard of any prophets that are around today? That is modern day prophets?  
(Maybe Tutu) 

4. What do you think about controversial Pastor Lethebo Rabalago's from Mount Zion Christian 
Assembly in Zebediela who sprayed a toxic pesticide "doom" on people seeking miraculous 
healing during a church service?  

a. Do you think it would be right for a pastor / prophet to spray "doom: on 
people to heal them?  

b. Do you think it would be wrong if the people did not mind and thought that 
he did heal them by doing this? For example, one woman, claimed that she 
had been feeling pains in her stomach, and had a rash on her face before the 
pastor used the spray on her. Then she felt better. The pastor said that 
anything can be used by God to heal people, and argued that he is using 
Doom much like other preachers use holy water or oil to bless or heal people. 

c. You could discuss that maybe it is because of a shortage of resources that 

people get drawn into such situations and believe in false prophets because 

they are desperate. 
5. Should you stand up for what you believe in, even under pressure? 

6. In today’s age, we don’t worship idols such as Baal, but are there other things 
in our lives which may have become gods to us?  Can you think of anything that 
may have become “modern day” gods in our lives? (Things which have become 
more important to us than God; which may distract us from getting to know 
God better  and spending time with God.  Can you think of anything that may 
have become “modern day” gods in our lives? Allow the children to offer their 
opinions on what some modern gods may be.  Here are some points to 
consider: A modern god is anything that takes the central place of God in our 
lives. Anything that controls our thoughts, energy and time has the potential to 
become a god of our life).   

 
7. Perhaps there is a celebrity that you “worship” or idolise– is what this person says and does 

more important to you than the ways of God?  Is something taking up so much of your time 
that you don’t have time to come to church e.g. do you play a sport which prevents you 
from getting to church?  Do you make time to come to church, even when it is exam time?  
Is time spent on your cell phone using up time that you would usually spend with God? It is 
important to note that money, fame, sport, popularity, video games, pleasure, material 
goods and success are not in themselves bad, but they can inhibit our relationship with God 
if they become our primary focus.) 

 
8. Think about the fact that whatever we worship we give power to.  And that becomes a god 

for us. These could me social media, money, yourself, sex. 

 
9. How do we ensure that God holds a central place in our lives? (Allow the children to offer 

their opinions on this point.  Emphasise that although we may be very busy, it is so very 
important that we set aside time to be with God – to read our Bible and pray. Also 
emphasise the importance of being part of a Christian community and to worship regularly 
at church, all of which helps us to remain focused on our Lord God.) 
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Activities:  

• The class can put together a poster of modern day idols.  Pictures can be found from magazines 
to add to this poster or the children can draw pictures or simply write up a list.  The heading of 
the poster can be, “You shall have no other God’s but me” or “You shall not make an idol of 
anything and worship it” 

• The popcorn game. Today we learnt about people who no longer followed God.  This fun 
activity will illustrate how we can make sure that we don’t stray away from God. 

  
1. Divide the children into 2 groups 
2. Each group must stand in a line, facing the other group, which should be a few metres 

away. Each child must face another child 
3. Each child in the one line (Line A) should be given a piece of popcorn which is thrown to 

the child they are facing in the other line.  (Instead of popcorn you can also use a ball or 
even a scrunched-up piece of paper) 

4. At your signal, the children toss the popcorn to the child in the other line.  The child in the 
other line tries to catch the popcorn.  Many of the tosses will fall short because the 
children are far apart from each other.   

5. Record the number of successful tosses 
6. The children in Line B now move a little closer to Line A.   
7. The children in Line B are now given the popcorn to toss to the children in line A 
8. Again record the number of successful tosses – there should be more as the children are 

closer together 
9. Continue this a number of times, each time taking one step closer until the two rows are 

together – now the children can simply drop the popcorn into the hands of the other child, 
resulting in no misses 

 
Ask the children how they think this activity relates to the lesson for today.   
(It is easier to maintain a relationship with God if we are close to God) 

 
    Just for fun, the children can continue playing the game but this time they can stand as far 

away from each other as they want.  Which pair is able stand furthest away from each other 
without dropping the popcorn? 

 

• Play a game such as Hangman or unscrambling words from the today’s lesson to revise the 
story. Examples of words that can be used are: Elijah, prophet, Ahab, rain, Baal, altar, 
Rehoboam, Judah, Israel.   

 
Extra points can be given if children are able to explain how the word relates to the lesson 
 

• Just for fun!  The children may enjoy “making” rain.  Refer to the younger children’s section for 
instructions. 

 
 

Prayer:  Begin with an open form of prayer where the children can offer their own prayers 
based on the lesson for today. 
 

Lord God, we acknowledge that you are our God.   
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Please help us to remain close to you and follow you in all that we do.   
Amen 

 
References: 
Life Application Bible: New International Version, Tyndale House Publishers and Zondervan 
Publishers, 1991 
www.Biblewise.com 
http://www.kidssundayschool.com 
www.dtlk-bible.com 
http://thegoldjellybean.com/2013/04/crafts-for-kids-raindrop-suncatchers.html 
http://alittlepinchofperfect.com/letter-of-week-preschool-totschool-cloud-activities/ 
http://www.pre-kpages.com/raindrop-suncatchers-fine-motor-art/ 
http://ministry-to-children.com 
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http://alittlepinchofperfect.com/letter-of-week-preschool-totschool-cloud-activities/
http://www.pre-kpages.com/raindrop-suncatchers-fine-motor-art/
http://ministry-to-children.com/
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God is no fool 

Nineth Sunday after Pentecost 
7 August 2022 

 
Readings:   Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Theme:  Being your true self 
Memory verse: Isaiah 17: Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of 
the fatherless; plead the cause of the widow. 
 
 
 
  

Information for the teacher: 
 
In today's scripture God uses a man named Isaiah to be Gods mouthpiece to the people. Isaiah is a prophet. A 
prophet was a person who was connected to God, who would transfer the messages received from God to the 
people of their land. As a mouthpiece the prophet spoke on behalf of God.  In the scripture reading Isaiah is 
telling the people that God knows what they are really doing. Their offerings, prayers and incense displease God 
because they are not behaving like Gods people. They are sinning, resisting God and rebelling against God, even 
while pretending to be religious. God speaks through Isaiah who is trying to explain to Gods people that their 
actions will have consequences.  
 
If we see our relationship with God as a parent- child relationship, we understand that God is telling us, God's 
children not to do the things that are wrong. When we do wrong things, we need to be warned because God 
knows that it's not going to end well. Just like when your parents told you not to touch a hot stove. You had the 
choice to listen to your parents or touch the hot stove and get burned. 
 
God doesn’t want us to struggle and suffer. God wants to guide us and lead us in the light. We have to put our 
trust in God, especially when times get difficult. We should not have altera motives. It’s not about what you do 
but why you do it.  
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Lesson Suggestions 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
 
Lesson Objective:   
To encourage children to be their true self.  God loves you exactly the way you are. God does tell us 
how to behave. We can choose to follow God’s way or not. But we must remember that everything 
we do has consequences.  
 

 Attention Grabber:  The patient marshmallow. 
 
You can do this activity with a group of volunteers or you can do it with the whole group and have 
everyone participate.  You will need a minimum of 2 marshmallows per child. 
 
Give the children a marshmallow and tell them that they have a choice. They can eat it right now or 
they can wait, a certain amount of time, and not eat the marshmallow. If they wait they will receive a 
second marshmallow, at the end of the waiting period; BUT ONLY IF THEY DID NOT EAT THE 
MARSHMELLOW. 
 
Explain that the children were given an easy instruction. They had the choice to choose between two 
options, but they had to be ok with the outcome.   
This is how God treats us. God has given us a way of life. We get to choose how to live our life. 
Sometime the consequences are not pleasant and sometimes they are. 
 
You can ask your group to tell you examples like don’t lie because the truth always comes out, don’t 
touch a hot stove because you will burn yourself. Study hard and you will do well in a test, offer a 
hungry person food and they won’t be hungry after eating etc. 
 
 

  Bible Story and Discussion:   
 
Read Isaiah 1:16-20. 
 
Who is Isaiah? (Isaiah is a prophet in the Old Testament of the bible) 
What does Isaiah do? (Prophets speak on behalf of God to the people) 
What would a prophet be telling the people to do today? (Do the right thing, defend those who 
are being bullied, look after orphans and single parents) 
Why do our parents tell us to wash our hands before we eat? (so we don’t eat germs so that we 
stay healthy). Do you think that’s a good reason? 
God is telling us to do something similar, except God wants us to ‘wash off our sins’ 
How do we ‘wash off our sins’? (saying sorry to God; to those we have hurt and trying not do it 
again) 
If our parents have given us a rule to follow (you can ask your group for rules that they have at 
home) and we decide to break that rule, what happens next? (Normally parents will find out and 
sometimes we get disciplined. Discipline does not mean that we get hit. There are many other ways 
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of disciplining children.  The saying spare the rod and spoil the child does not refer to physical 
hitting.  The rod refers to a standards that we should follow. Like in psalm 23 which says "Thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me)  
Is that fair? Why or why not? 
Explain to your children that everything we do has consequences. Our parents give us rules to look 
after us just like God does.  

 
 

Prayer:  Hi Jesus!  Thank you so much for this day. Thank you for our teachers and friends. Help 
us to remember that you know us. Thank you for guiding me every day and helping me 
when I make mistakes. We love you so much! Amen. 

 

  Physical activity:  The clapping game 
 
Have a practice round. Ask all the participants to clap their hands once. Pause while participants do 

this. 
Tell the children:  Complain that the children's clapping was not together and not very good /  

unimpressive and that you want them to synchronize their claps so that those outside the 
room hear a single thunderous sound. 

Provide performance support. Explain that you will  say the word clap after you have counted to 
three: you will count "One, two, three" and then say, "Clap." Ask everyone in the room to wait 
until you say, "Clap" before they clap simultaneously. 

Conduct the activity. Count out loud, "One, two, three." Immediately after you say "three," clap your 
hands (without saying the word "Clap"). Most children will follow your lead and clap their 
hands as well. Act surprised and say, "Clap." 

Debriefing. Ask the participants why they did not follow your instructions and wait until they heard 
the word "Clap" before clapping hands. Some participant will likely say, "But you clapped your 
hands. . . ." They will likely anticipate your response, "Would you jump off a cliff if I did?" Ask 
the participants what they learned from the activity. Discuss the learning points that the 
participants offer. 

 
You can increase the difficulty by clapping more than once or by making a rhythm. 
  
Learning Points 
1. Actions speak louder than words. 
2. People follow your actions more than your words. 
3. A big gap exists between understanding instructions and following them 
 
 

 Craft:   
Mask Craft 
You will need: 
Paper plates or a round paper, String 
Scissors, Pencils or crayons, Punch  
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Help each child hold a paper plate up to their face. Lightly make eye holes with a pencil where each 
child's eyes are.  Help the children cut out the eye holes if they are not able to do it themselves.  
Encourage the children to decorate the masks with crayons into someone or something they like. 
Children can make a favourite animal or superhero. Punch a hole on either side of the plate and cut a 
piece of string long enough to tie around the child's head. Tie the string so children can wear their 
masks. 
 
Discussion 
Gather the children to talk about the mask craft. Discuss that while it’s fun to wear a mask for a party 

or Halloween or playtime, masks hide who we really are. Explain that honesty is showing the world 
who we are and what we think about circumstances, places and other people. Help the children 
understand the importance of authenticity in healthy relationships by saying that good friends tell 
each other what they think and feel in a kind, respectful way. Talk about the consequences of lying, 
such as making people think they can’t trust you or be friends with you and making you feel guilty 

 
 
 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 
Lesson objective:   
To help the children be their true self.   
To feel that God loves you exactly the way you are.  
To realize and remember that everything we do has consequences.  
To learn more about the prophet, Isiah who spoke on behalf of God telling people how God would 
have them behave. 

 

  Attention Grabber:  Two truth’s and a lie   OR  
the marshmallow attention grabber from the younger group. 
How to play two truth’s and a lie. 
Have 1 child go at a time. They need to tell their group 2 true things about themselves and 1 lie. The 

group then has to figure which is the lie. 
 
 

  Bible Story and Discussion:  
Isaiah 1 10-20  or 58:1-12 
 
Ask your group what stands out in the passage for them? 
How does this passage make you feel? 
 
What is a prophet and what do they do?  (They are messengers of God, inspired to teach and proclaim 

the will of God. They are NOT fortune tellers who can see the future). 
What is Isaiah saying to the people? (God is tired of their pretence at holiness and religion and wants 

them to be truly loving, kind, just and do God’s will. They should not follow rituals (like going to 
church) and continue to be bad) 

 
Are we honest all the time? Are you honest all the time? 
Why do people pretend to be someone they are not? 
Are there consequences for doing this and not being honest? What happens when others find out? 
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Do you think God knows when we are pretending and when we are not? 
What do you think God wants us to do? (Discuss about being ourselves, even if we are 

unpopular/geeky/not the best sports player or best at academics/ shy/loud /tall/short/ 
poor/wealthy/come from a broken family etc. Or pretend to fit into the world? 

 
 
Bible Activity: 
Instructions: Read the Isaiah passage, and then find the passage in the Gospel where the prophecy is 

fulfilled.  
 

Isaiah 42:1-3 
 

Matthew 1:20-23 Luke 7:20-22 John 5:25-27 

Isaiah 7:14 
 

Matthew 12:14-21 Luke 4:16-21 Acts 4:10-12 

Isaiah 29:18  
 

Matthew 27:57-60  Romans 4:25 
 

Isaiah 61:1-2  
 

Matthew 11:5 Luke 4:18  

Isaiah 53:5-6  
 

  1 Peter 2:25 

 

Prayer.  
Dear Jesus. Thank you that you are interested in me. Please would you guide me every day and remind 
me that you are with me when I forget. Thank you that you are with me always. Please help me to 
seek you in all that I do, please help me be the person you designed me to be. We love you lots 
Amen. 
 

  Physical activity:  
Smoke signals. 
Have your group stand in a circle. Tell them the only way to communicate is through movement. Have 

each child demonstrate a movement that’s unique to them (they can show a peace sign, stick out 
their tongue, do a dance movement etc.) everyone has to be different. 

How to play.  
Have 1 person in the centre of the circle.  The person in the centre has to spot the person making their 

‘smoke signal’. Once they catch them making it that person is then on and comes to the center. 
Everyone in the circle. They have to pass on their signal to another person in the circle without the 

person in the middle seeing them. How they pass the signal on is by first performing their 
movement followed by someone else’s. This then carries on until the person in the middle catches 
them. 

 

Craft 
 
Make masks like the younger group. 
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Our merciful and gracious God  
(The story of Jonah) 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
14 August 2022 

 
Readings:   Jonah 1-4 
Theme:  God’s compassion, grace and mercy 
Memory verse:  
“The Lord is compassionate and gracious, s 
low to anger and abounding in love.”  (Psalm 103:8) 
  

Information for the teacher: 
There have been many debates around the book of Jonah. The one side say that the book of Jonah is a historical 
book and the other side of the debate is that it was a parable which was told to teach a moral lesson. More and 
more modern day theologians are moving towards the understanding that the book is a parable. Regardless of 
which side of the debate we follow, we need to look at what the story is teaching us and what the author is 
trying to say about God and the actions of Jonah. 
 
There are four major points we can look at.  
The first point is the disobedience of Jonah and his flight on a ship of men who prayed to other gods. Even 
through Jonah’s defiance and disobedience God brings good in the situation and uses Jonah to convert those 
men.  
The second point is that even when Jonah was in the "belly of the large fish”, God was with him. Similarly, even 
when we get ourselves into a dark, scary place God is always with us. We have hope and like in the example of 
Jonah, we trust God to save us.  
The third point is the fact that the people of Nineveh believe Jonah straight away.  There are no arguments.  
The King doesn’t even meet with Jonah and yet believes what he hears and decrees that all the people must 
repent.  
The final point is Jonah’s disappointment with God. Jonah knew that the power of God’s message would cause 
the people to turn from sin and that God would then forgive them.  Jonah wanted vengeance, not mercy for the 
Assyrians.  When Jonah complained that God saved this evil city from destruction, God replied, “But Nineveh 
has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and 
many cattle as well.  Should I not be concerned about that great city” (Jonah 4:11)? Jonah again needs to suffer 
to understand what God is trying to do by sparing the people of Nineveh. Jonah needed to understand God’s 
compassionate side.  
 
In this lesson we will explore what God's compassion means for us. We will also think about the ways in which 
God can use what we do even when we feel that the things, we are doing are pointless. We’re never really sure 
what impact what we do or say has on the people around us. 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives:   

• To learn about the story of Jonah 

• To realise that we all do wrong but we have a loving God who forgives us when we repent 

 Attention Grabber: Play the game “Sharkie, sharkie.”   
One person is the “sharkie”. All the others are fish who stand on one side of the play area.  When 
sharkie says, “swim little fishies”, the fish need to make their way from the one side of the play area 
to the other.  If a fish is caught, it becomes a shark.  The game continues until there is only one fish 
left, who is declared the winner! 
 
We have just played a “fishy” game and now we are going to listen to a “fishy” story.  Any idea which 
story this might be?  It involves a great big fish – some people even think it was a whale! 

 

  Bible Story: Jonah and the great fish (Jonah: 1-4) 
Make use of a Children’s Bible with pictures as you tell this story. For the very young children, just 
mention that Jonah was sent to a city- no need to mention the name of the city. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One day God told Jonah that he had a special job for him to do. God wanted Jonah to go to the city of 
Nineveh and warn the people there that God would destroy them and their city if they didn't stop being 
bad.  Jonah was not very happy about this.  He probably said to himself, “God wants me to go to Nineveh? 
This must be some kind of mistake. Those bad, bad people - there is no way I'm going to Nineveh.  Why 
does God want to save them?” 
 
Instead of going to Nineveh, Jonah decided that he would go as far away from Nineveh as he could.  Jonah 
got on a ship that was going to the farthest city he could find. He was really tired, and once he got on board, 
he went to sleep.  
 
But God knew exactly where Jonah was.  God caused a huge storm to come up. The sailors were afraid that 
their ship would sink. They started throwing everything they could get their hands on into the sea to lighten 
up the ship. They started praying to their gods to save them, but the storm kept getting worse.  
 
Jonah was still sleeping so they woke him up and asked him to pray to his God.  Jonah realised that it was 
because of him that there was this huge storm.  He told the sailors to throw him overboard and the sea 
would become calm. As soon as Jonah hit the water the storm went away and all was calm.  
 
But now Jonah was in the sea, far from land. What was he going to do now? (Ask the children what they 
think happened next) 
Well, God sent a huge fish to swallow Jonah. 
What do you think Jonah did inside the fish? He prayed! 
 
After three days and three nights of being in the dark, stinky, belly of the fish, the fish spat Jonah out on to 
the shore.  
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Discussion: 
1. Jonah was one of God’s special people who God called to warn others of the bad things they 

were doing.  

• For the slightly older children: What do we call these people who are messengers of 
God? (prophets)   

• Can you name any other prophets/messengers of God that we have learnt about over 
the past few weeks? (Elijah and Isiah) 

2. How would you have felt if you were Jonah?  Would you have wanted God to save these bad 
people or would you prefer them to be punished? 

3. Do you sometimes do things that are wrong? 

4. Do you think that God will forgive you, just like God forgave the bad people in this story 
when they said they were sorry? 

Prayer:  Let us say a prayer thanking God for loving and caring for us all. 
 
Dear God.  Just like the people in today’s story we do not always do as you would like us to.  We are 
sorry for the bad things that we do.  We thank you that you are a loving and caring God, who only 
wants the best for us all.  Please help us to be just as loving and caring to those around us. Amen 
 
 

 Craft ideas: There are many crafts on Jonah – here are a few ideas. 
  

1. Stuffed Paper Bag Whale 
• Stuff a paper bag with shredded newspaper, leaving about 10cm 

unstuffed.  (The children can also draw a picture of Jonah and put him 
into the whale with the stuffing.) 

• Scrunch the top together and wrap an elastic band or masking tape 
around to seal 

• The stuffed part is the body of the whale and the end (top of the bag) 
is the tail 

• You may want to paint the paper bag and add fins.  Be aware that the 
paint will take a while to dry. 

• For the spout of the whale, cut out a rectangle from paper and cut 
slits in it, as shown below 

 

What do you think Jonah did then?  (Let the children tell you what they think happened next) 
He decided to obey God and went to the city of Nineveh to tell the people to stop being bad.  
 
The people listened to Jonah. They said they were sorry for all that they had done.  Because of 
this, God did not destroy their city.  Jonah was not very happy about this – to him they were bad 
people who deserved to be punished.  But God said to him, “Should I not care for these people?  
They are sorry for what they have done and I have forgiven them.”    
 
Our God is indeed a loving and caring God! 
 
 



44 
 

 
 Roll the paper around a pencil and 
tape it to make a tube 

• Make a hole in the top of the bag 
with a pencil and squish the bottom 
of the spout in the hole and then 
apply scotch tape as needed. 

• Use a black marker to draw on eyes 
and a nose (or use wiggly eyes or 
round stickers). 
 
 

2. Jonah and the blue food colouring paper plate craft 
 

 
Instructions: 

1.   On one paper plate, draw a picture of what you 
think Jonah looked like inside of the fish.    

Make sure you draw it in the middles of the plate 
so that you will be able to see it when the craft  

is finished! 
2.   Cut out the middle of another plate.  Set aside. 
3.   On a piece of cardboard, draw a tail fin and a 
small side fin. Cut out and set aside.  
4.   Half full a zipper bag with blue-coloured water. 
(Use food colouring) 

Squeeze out air bubbles and seal. (A small clear plastic bag sealed with sticky tape can possibly be 
used instead of a zipper bag) 

5.  Turn the plate with the hole to the inside and tape the zipper bag containing the water over the   
hole. 

6.  Attach the tail fin to the inside of the plate.  (You may want to also add long, thin strips of paper  
to create a water spout, as shown in one of the other crafts.  Attach this also to the inside of the  
plate.) 

7.  Turn the plate with the hole in it over and tape or glue the side fin to the front. 
8.  Draw an eye and a mouth (or use a wiggle eye). 
9.  Fix the plate with the picture of Jonah to the plate with the hole so that Jonah shows through. 

  

  Physical activity: 
1. The fishing game: Draw or print a couple of pictures of large fish one fish needs to have Jonah 

inside.  A fishing rod can be made by attaching a magnet to a piece of string and attaching it to a 
wooden stick.  A staple can be added to the pictures. The pictures will be attracted to the fishing 
rod as it passes over them.  The aim of the game is to catch the fish that has Jonah.  Place the 
pictures upside down.  If a child catches the fish with Jonah, give them a small treat.  Remember 
to reshuffle the pictures each time.  (If you are not able to make a magnetic fishing rod, then 
simply place the cards upside down and let the children pick a card)  
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Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives:  

• To learn about the story of Jonah 

• To understand the meaning of grace and mercy 

• To realise that we are all not worthy of God’s mercy and grace 
 

  Attention Grabber:  Make a whale from origami 
Do try this craft out before the lesson! Give each child a piece of paper.  Follow the instructions at the 
end of the lesson.  Once they have completed the instructions, ask the children what they have made.  
Then ask them what they think the story is for today.   

 

  Bible Story:  Jonah and the great fish (Jonah: 1-4) 
Have them read the story out of the bible  
 

Reflection:  Before beginning the discussion for today you may want to ask the children if 
they have any comments about the story. 

 
 

 Discussion: 
1. Jonah was one of God’s special people who God called to warn others of the bad things they 

were doing. What do we call these people who are messengers of God? (prophets)   
Can you name any other prophets we have learnt about over the past few weeks? (Elijah 
and Isiah) 

2. Jonah is known as the reluctant prophet.   

• What does reluctant mean (Not keen to do something)   

• Why do you think Jonah was reluctant to do what God had asked of him?   

• How would you have felt if you were Jonah?  What would you have done? 
3. Do you sometimes do things that are wrong? 

4. Do you think that God will forgive you, just like God forgave the people in this story when 
they said they were sorry? 

5. Our God is a God of grace and mercy - a compassionate God.   

• What is the meaning of grace?  (Grace is the giving of something good that you don’t 
deserve – blessings which you don’t deserve) 

• What is the meaning of mercy? (Mercy is not getting what you deserve when you have done 
something wrong. Compassion and forgiveness is shown and punishment is withheld.) 

6. Do you find yourself sometimes judging others?  What have you learnt from the story today 
regarding this?  (We all sin and should therefore not judge others. We all need to be thankful 
for God’s grace and mercy.) 
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Prayer:  Begin with an open time of prayer where the children can contribute to the prayers, 
based on the lesson for today. 

Dear God.  You are indeed a merciful and gracious God - slow to anger and full of love.  We are not 
worthy of your mercy and grace.  We thank you that you care so much for us all and only want what 
it best for us.  Please help us not to judge others and may we do whatever we can to further the 
Kingdom of God. Amen 
 

Worksheet: A word search found at the end of the lesson. 
 

Physical activities:  

• Sharkie, sharkie: One person is the “sharkie”. All the others are fish who stand on one side 
of the play area.  When sharkie says, “swim little fishies”, the fish need to make their way 
from the one side to the play area to the other.  If a fish is caught, it becomes a shark.  The 
game continues until there is only one fish left, who is declared the winner! 

• “Spew Jonah out of the whale”  

1. Cut out and remove the bottom of a 
paper cup. 

2. Do not blow up the balloon, but tie a knot 
at the open end 

3. Using scissors, cut about 1 cm off the 
other side of the balloon  

4. Stretch the balloon over the bottom of 
the paper cup as tightly as you can – to do 
this, pull the balloon up over the sides of 
the cup as much as you can.  Sticky tape 
the balloon to the side of the cup 

5. Place a small ping-pong ball, pompom or marshmallow.  Pull the tail of the balloon back and 
let go - watch Jonah fly! 

6. Decorate if you would like to! 
 
(Another cup can be used to try to catch Jonah as he is spewed from the whale!) 

 
 
References: 
Life Application Bible: New International Version, Tyndale House Publishers and Zondervan 
Publishers, 1991 
New Jerome Biblical Commentary, Theological Publications in India Bangalore, 2013  
www.dtlk-bible.com 
http://ministry-to-children.com 
https://biblebeltbalabusta.com/2011/10/04/yom-kippur-jonah-and-the-whale-crafts/ 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/origami/whale 
  

http://www.dtlk-bible.com/
http://ministry-to-children.com/
https://biblebeltbalabusta.com/2011/10/04/yom-kippur-jonah-and-the-whale-crafts/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/origami/whale
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To finish making the square, cut off the small rectangle, 

forming a square (which is already folded into a triangle). 

 

Fold two opposite sides over so that 

they meet at the fold. 

 

 

Fold the tip over to just meet the other 

folds. 
 

 

Fold the piece in half along the central axis. 
 

 

Fold the tail up. 
 

 

Make a short cut through the end of the fold in 

the tail. Fold the edges of the tail outwards.  

 

Start by making a square piece of paper by folding one corner of 

a piece of paper over to the adjacent side. 

 

Draw eyes, fins, and any other patterns you like, and enjoy 

your whale. 
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                                                                Jonah 

 

 

O U H H G E C M S G W R Z T Q  

G K Z R D G M H E H E Q B W V  

Q I H B E Q K N D P I S O O F  

U M N C K I R I E O P P H R F  

X S A F I S H N Q C I F X A L  

R R F D K H T E L S E O E Y D  

G M Y M Y U M V P A V S A L I  

Y G R E I S Z E X M L J K H J  

X E D O U Z D H Y O L V W R L  

U K K T T W M G X P Y J G Q C  

W N M X V S A E K R C V P U T  

S S N O L K B N H A R H C P X  

A K H E W O C B G Y E P B Q Q  

H A N O J E Y C Y F M J N S E  

V I A G W P I J V D S N P B I  
 

 

FISH 

GRACE 

JONAH 

MERCY 

NINEVEH 

PRAY 

REPENT 

SHIP 

STORM 
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A sad day for God’s people 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
21 August 2022 

Readings:  Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Theme:  God weeps over those who wander from God. The ark of the covenant was a special symbol to 

remind the people that God was with them. God teaches us to follow God faithfully 
Memory verse: Do not be afraid for God will be with you to protect you (Jeremiah 1:8). 

  

Information for the teacher: 
 
God warned the Israelites not to turn away from God and do wrong things. God used the prophets to warn the 
people, but the people did not listen to these warnings.  
 
In 722 B.C. Israel, the Northern Kingdom was conquered by the Assyrians, and the Israelites were taken as 
slaves to the country of Assyria (2 Kings 17:1-6). In 587 B.C. Judah, the Southern Kingdom was conquered by the 
Babylonians (2 Kings 25:8-21). The city walls of Jerusalem were broken down and all the houses were burnt, as 
well as the Palace of David.  Worst of all, the Temple built by Solomon was burnt down and all that was in it 
destroyed or removed, including the Ark of Covenant. The people were taken as slaves to the country of 
Babylonia.  This was a very sad day for the Israelites and is still remembered by Jews during the annual fast day 
of Tisha B’Av. 
 
This lesson looks a little at the history of Israel. It identifies the Ark of the Covenant as an important symbol for 
the Israelites that reminded them that God was with them. It was considered very holy.   
 
In this lesson we will think about what symbols we have now to remind us that God is with us and what places 
and things we consider to be holy. We will also look at what makes us sad and how we deal with our sadness. 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives: 

• To learn about the sad day in the history of God’s people, when the temple of Jerusalem was 
destroyed, and the Ark of Covenant was lost forever 

• To think what we consider to be holy. 

• To be reminded that God is always with us and will never leave us even when we are sad. 
 

  Bible Story: The story of the lost Ark   
(Extracts from Ex 20:1-17; Ex 40; 1 Sam 5: 2 Sam 6; 1 Kings 5; 1 Kings 9; 2 Kings 25) 

(It will help to tell the story if you have a box that represents the Ark of the Covenant, or make and 
Ark of the Covenant. Some instructions for doing this are found later in the lesson. 
 
Some of the words in this lesson may be a bit difficult for the young children and so you may want to 
refer to the “Ark of Covenant” as the “special box”; the “Ten Commandments”  as “ God’s rules” and 
the” temple” as “God’s house”) 
 
Today’s story begins a long, time ago – long before Elijah and Jonah and the other people we have 
been talking about over the past few weeks. 
 

Have a look at this special box. Do you know what it is? Why was this box so special? It was so special 
to the Israelites because it contained the stones on which the Ten Commandments - God’s rules - 
were written by Moses on Mount Sinai. Can you remember any of these commandments? Which do 
you think is the most important? Why? 
 
This special box had poles on its sides – why do you think it had poles?  (God’s people were travelling.  
They were travelling through the desert.  They had left Egypt and they were making their way to the 
Promised Land.) Wherever they went, the Ark went before them, as well as a pillar of smoke in the 
day and fire at night – God was with them!   
 
As they travelled, there were many battles.  During one of these battles, the Ark was taken away, but 
after many years, King David got the Ark back. He danced for joy when he saw it. 

David wanted to build a house for God – this house would be called the temple.  He wanted to put the 
Ark – the special box - in this house of God.   It was not David who eventually built the temple, but his 
son, King Solomon. 
 
(At this stage, the children can help “build” the temple.  If you have building blocks or jenga blocks, the 
children can make a house to represent the house of God.  Another option is to give the children play 
dough to make “bricks” to help build the temple. A simpler option is to sing the following song with the 
children showing how they build a house with their hands, similar to the actions for the song. 

 
We are building up the temple (Siyakha tempela) 

Building up the temple, building up the temple of the Lord  
Boys, come and help us 
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Girls, come and help us 
Building up the temple of the Lord 

 
The temple took 7 years to build and thousands of people helped.  It was beautiful and very big! The 
inside of the temple was covered in gold. Flowers and trees carved out of wood decorated the temple.  
(You can show the children a picture of the temple, found at the end of the lesson) 
 
And inside the temple was placed the special box that the people had carried through the desert.  (If 
possible, put the Ark of Covenant box in the “temple” that the children have built, or simply put the Ark 
in a place where the children can see it.)   
 
On the day the priests first carried the Ark into the temple, a great cloud of light filled the temple.  
God was there! Solomon prayed to God: “Lord God, there is no other God like You! We thank you that 
you love us so much and that you are always with us.  We will follow you in all that we do.” 
 
God said to Solomon, ““I am pleased with the house you have built.  As long as you and the people 
obey me and follow my teachings this temple will be a wonderful place, but if you do not, then all the 
gold and beautiful carvings will be worth nothing.”  
 
Did the people continue to follow God?  (No!  We have learnt over the past few weeks how the people 
kept turning their backs on God even though God sent many messengers to tell them of the bad things 
they were doing).  
The prophet Jeremiah warned the people that they must obey God and do what's right. But the 
people still did not listen. 
 
And then one day enemies of God’s people came into the city – they broke down the city walls; they 
destroyed the temple, but worst of all, they took the Ark – the special box was lost.  (Remove the Ark.  
If the children have made a “temple” you may want to knock it down if you don’t think this will upset 
the children.) 
 

The people of God were then taken as slaves to a strange land. This was a sad, sad day. 
Even though it was a sad day for God’s people, God was still with them.  

 

  Discussion: 
1. Why was this such a sad day? (God’s people lost something that was very special to them) 
2. The people had done bad things.  Do you think God still loved them?  (Yes! God does not love 

the bad things we do, but God still loves US!) 
3. The temple was God’s house – a place that God’s people built for God to live.  When it burnt 

down, what do you think happened to God? 
4. Where do you think God lives? 
5. Do you think God lives in our churches? 
6. What are some things we do in church to show that the church is a holy place? 
7. What other things or places do you think are holy? 
 

 Prayer:  Begin the time of prayer by giving the children some time to say their own prayers, 
based on the lesson for today. 
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Lord, you are God of all!  We thank you that you are always with us.  We thank you that you care for 
us and that you love us very much.  Help us to always follow you in all that we do. Amen 
 

 Songs:  
 

Physical Activity:  Ark of Covenant relay race.  Each team is given two long sticks and a box.  
Two children need to carry the box on the sticks along a path decided by you.  They then pass the 
box on sticks to the next two members of the team. The first team to complete the race are the 
winners.   
 
 

 Craft: Today the children can make or draw an Ark of Covenant, as a reminder of the 
promise that God made to the people (and that God has made to us too!) – God is always with us.  In 
return we are to follow God’s laws – to love God and to love each other.  
Instructions for making an Ark of the Covenant are in the older group section.  
 
If this activity is too difficult, they can make or draw a candle. They could make a candle out of a 
toilet roll and draw and then cut out a flame and stick it on the toilet roll. Inside you could write 
something or the children could draw something that reminds them of what God wants them to do. 
 
Symbols 
Let the children divide their paper in 2 by drawing a line down the middle. On one side draw a 
picture of the ark and on the other a symbol of something they consider to be holy. 
 

Below is a picture of the Ark. The children can colour in the Ark.   
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Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To learn about the origins of the temple and about the day that Jerusalem and the temple 
was destroyed 

• To think about the symbols used in the temple and what we have today to represent 
something holy. 

• To realise that God is with us and will never leave us even when we are sad 

• To think what about a sad day for us? Either as an individual or as a church or country 
(school). What went wrong? Why? What could we do about it? 

•  
 

Bible Story: The destruction of Jerusalem and the temple  
(Extracts from Ex 20:1-17; Ex 40; 1 Sam 5: 2 Sam 6; 1 Kings 5; 1 Kings 9: 2 Kings 25) 

  
Many years ago, when the people of Israel were wandering in the desert, they wanted a place of 
worship – somewhere where they felt they could come close to God, and so the tabernacle was built. 
It was a temporary place of worship which could be moved from one place to another as the Israelites 
travelled through the desert.   
 
Show the children the special box. Who knows the name of this special box?  (The Ark of Covenant) 
Why was this box so special? (It contained the Ten Commandments, given to Moses by God on Mount 
Sinai.) 
 
The ark was very special and holy and so there were a number of things to help the people in their 
worship.  There was an altar of incense in front of the Ark.  The smoke of the incense and its smell 
helped to prepare the people to come into the temple.  But that was not enough.  On one side of the 
incense altar was a table with 12 pieces of bread, one for each of the 12 tribes of Israel and on the 
other side, a special candle stick, called a menorah. It had seven branches each holding a candle.   

 
A tent surrounded the Ark, the incense altar, the table with bread, and the menorah.  In the tent there 
was a place called the Holy of Holies.  It was separated from the rest of the tent by a curtain. Only the 
priests could go into the Holy of Holies.  The priests wore special clothes when they went into the Holy 
of Holies to make sacrifices. They would wash first in a huge bronze bowl called a laver to be clean and 
ready for prayer. So, this was the special place where the people of God worshiped. 
                                                                       
The Israelites were involved in many battles. During one of the many battles, the Philistines took the 
Ark. (Remove the Ark). The Philistines however experienced one trouble after another – there was 
much sickness and the statue of their god fell on its face.   And so they returned the Ark to the 
Israelites.  It was King David who brought it to Jerusalem, dancing at the head of the procession as it 
was carried to the city. (Put the Ark back) 
 
King David set up the ark and the tent of meeting inside the walls of Jerusalem. He wanted to build a 
house for God, a temple, but through the prophet Nathan, God told David that his son, Solomon 
would build the temple. And so King Solomon set about building the temple.  All the people helped to 
build the temple.  Some went to the North of Lebanon to cut down great cedar trees. Others cut 
stones out of mountains nearby and prepared the wood and stone.  
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Activity:   A template to make “bricks” can be found on the last page of the lesson.  Two 
different templates for making bricks are given. If you make use of the first template, 
the children simply cut the template out, fold along the lines and glue it to make a 
brick that does not have sides.  The second template is more difficult to make but it 
does not require glue.  Cut the template out.  Also cut along the dotted lines and 
then fold along the remaining lines to make a box/brick. The children can make as 
many blocks as they can in the time given to them. 

 
Once the children have made their block let them build them into a temple / tower and then 
continue with the story. 

 
After seven years, the temple was finished, 
and it was magnificent.  All the stones in the 
temple were perfectly shaped.  Cedar wood 
and gold covered the inside of the temple.   
Inside the temple were the same things that 
helped the people meet God when they were 
in the desert.  There was the Ark of the 
Covenant in the Holy of Holies; the incense 
burner in front of the Ark; the table with the 
12 pieces of bread and the menorah with its 
seven branches and burning lamps. (You can 
show pictures of these items as you mention 
them) 
In front of the temple was the altar as it had 
been in front of the tent, but now it was 
bigger, and the great basin of water, the laver. 

 
 

The temple was blessed and dedicated to God. God spoke to Solomon and said, “I have heard your 
prayer.   I have blessed this temple by putting my name there forever.  My eyes and my heart will 
always be there.  But if you and your descendants turn away from me and do not observe the 
commands that I have given you and serve other gods, then I will cut off Israel from the land I have 
given them and I will reject this temple.  Israel will then be mocked by all the people (1 Kings 9:3-9) 
 
At first the people were faithful but over time the people lost their way, and turned to false gods and 
there was corruption and injustice. Time and time again, through the prophets the Lord warned the 
people of their sin, but the people did not listen. 
 
And then it happened in 586 B.C. Jerusalem was destroyed.  The treasures of the temple were 
removed, even the Ark, never to be returned.  The temple and the walls of Jerusalem were burned 
down.  (At this point, you can possibly knock down the walls that the children helped to build during 
the activity) 
 
The people were taken as slaves to a foreign land. It was indeed a very sad day for God’s people. 
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Discussion: 
1.  Why do you think this was such a sad and traumatic day for the Israelites? (The temple was a 

symbol of God’s presence and a place set aside for worship and prayer – it was a place where the 
people felt they could come close to God.  It was a magnificent building and an expression of their 
love for God.  The temple together with the Ark of Covenant was part of their history and a symbol 
of God’s covenant with Israel.)   

2. Have you ever experienced a really sad day? What made it so sad?  
3. Has there been a really sad day for your school? Or church? Or your country? 
4. Who or what helped through the sad day? 
5. The word temple means, “House of Yahweh”.  When the temple was destroyed, do you think God 

no longer lived with the people?  (No! God would never leave the people 
6. Where to you think God lives today?  (In the New Testament we learn that God’s dwelling place is 

within us.  Our bodies are God’s temple.  God is with us wherever we go.   (1 Cor 3:16-17) 
7. Do you recognise any things from the early traditions of the Israelites still evident in our church 

services today? (Yes – here are some examples:  the menorah –the candles; the bread – 
communion; incense is used for special occasions; all churches have an altar; the priests wear 
special clothes; the laver – some churches have a small bowl of water before you enter the church 
and the priest washes his/her hands before communion – the lavabo bowl and the jugs called 
cruets) 

8.  Tradition is a pillar of the Anglican Church. What do you think are the benefits of tradition? Are 
there downsides to tradition? What are these? (Tradition can enhance your faith. As with the 
items in the tabernacle, if you understand their relevance, it can bring you closer to God – it can 
add to your understanding of the character of God and remind us of the holiness of God.  Tradition 
also provides with a connection with the past.) 

 

Song:  
 
 

 Craft:  
 
Symbols 
Let the children divide their paper in 2 by drawing a line down the middle. On one side draw a 
picture of the ark and on the other a symbol of something they consider to be holy.  Or they could 
draw one of the traditional things that were in the temple, and a traditional thing that is in their 
church. 
 
Bookmark 
They can make a bookmark showing things that were in the temple and are still found in our 
churches that can be used to bring us closer to God and help us in our worship.  Which item holds 
the greatest significance for them?  
Perhaps they would like to write their own prayer or poem, based on today’s lesson. 
 
Make an Ark of Covenant / tabernacle 
This can be a reminder that God is always with us.  Here are some ideas that can be used to do this. 
There are templates of the ark and angels at the end of the lesson if you would like to use them. 
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Instructions: 

• Print the template. 

• Colour the pieces.  Cut out all the pieces. 

• For the template of the Ark, also cut along 
the dotted lines and then fold the template 
to make a box. 

• Glue the long pieces to each side of the box – 
these are the poles that the Israelites used to 
carry the Ark 

• Attach the angels to the top of the Ark 

• Place the Ten Commandment tablets inside the box  
 
For the following idea, each child needs a small box –
possibly empty match boxes can be used.  Paint the box 
gold/ yellow.  Cut out and paint or colour in the angels, and 
glue onto the top of the box.  Paint sticks and glue to the 
sides of the box. The Ten Commandment tablets can be 
made out of white clay or place the commandment 
templates as found into the box.  
 

 

 

• Finally, for those who enjoy maths, here are some extra activities: 
1. The temple was 27 m long, 9 m wide and 13 m high.  The children can pace out the 

length and width of the temple – one big step is about 1 m.  Also estimate how high 
your church building is. Now imagine how high the temple walls were – 13m is very 
high! 

Prayer: Have an open time of prayer, where the children can contribute their own prayers, 
based on the lesson for today. End by thanking God for always being with us and being 
there when we are sad and things are difficult. 

 
 

Physical Activity:  Ark of Covenant relay race.  Each team is given two long sticks and a box.  
Two children need to carry the box on the sticks along a path decided by you.  They then pass the 
box on sticks to the next two members of the team. The first team to complete the race are the 
winners.   
 

 
References: 
Life Application Bible: New International Version, Tyndale House Publishers and Zondervan 
Publishers, 1991 
Godly Play, Jerome Berryman 
www.missionbibleclass.org 
www.dtlk-bible.com 

http://www.missionbibleclass.org/
http://www.dtlk-bible.com/
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Standing firm in faith  
(The story of Daniel) 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
28 August 2022 

Readings:   Daniel 3 and Daniel 6 
Theme:  Standing firm in our faith 
Memory verses: “Do not be afraid, for I am with you.” (Isaiah 41:10) 

“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” 
(Hebrews 11:1) 

Information for the teacher: 
 
The people of Israel had again disobeyed God despite the warnings of the prophets. Israel had been defeated, 
Jerusalem captured and the temple destroyed and the people taken to Babylon as slaves.  
 
Due to the historical inaccuracies at the beginning of the book of Daniel it is generally accepted that it was 
written much later than the Babylonian exile. But the Jews were still persecuted and oppressed by foreign 
powers and were still longing for the restoration of Israel.  The book is written in the apocalyptic style (so is 
revelations in the New Testament). Apocalyptic literature contains, visions and symbolism and supernatural 
happenings regarding the end times and the coming of God's kingdom. It conveys the message that God has a 
purpose in history and is in control. 
 
The book of Daniel falls into two sections. The first about Daniel and his companions and their faithful witness. 
The second about Daniel's visions. 
 
The story we look at today of Daniel in the lion's den is one that inspires faithfulness to God in the face of 
persecution and difficulty.  It encourages people not to abandon their faith, regardless of the consequences. 
 
Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. There are many people in the Old 
Testament known for their faith – this is documented in the book of Hebrews.   Standing firm in our faith is the 
theme of today’s lesson. 
 
 Would you keep your faith, no matter the consequences?  Following God is most certainly not always easy to 
do.  May God grant us the courage to remain strong in our faith so that we too can be a witness to God and live 
for Jesus. 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
 
Lesson Objectives: 

• To learn about the story of Daniel in the lion’s den 

• To encourage the children to read their Bibles and pray so that they may come to know the 
ways of God and love God more with each day 

• To be reminded that God is always with us 

 Setting the Scene:   
Ask the children if they remember what we learnt about last term.   
 
We have been learning about stories from the Old Testament – stories which happened long before 
the birth of Jesus.  The people of God were not doing as God would like, and so God sent special 
people to show them what was right and what was wrong.  
(You may want to ask the children if they remember the names of some the people God sent. These 
people were the prophets - messengers of God.  We learnt about Elijah, Isaiah and Jonah.) 
 
But still they would not listen. 
Then one sad day something very bad happened.  Enemies of God’s people came into the city where 
they were living.  They broke down their city walls and destroyed their temple. (You may want to 
also mention that they took the special box – the Ark of Covenant).   
 
The people of God were then taken as slaves to a strange land where they would stay for 70 years –
(That’s a lot of years!) It was not an easy time for them.   
 
But there were some people who still loved God very much, and followed in God’s ways.  One of 
these people was a man called Daniel.   
Ask: Who has heard of Daniel and any stories about him? 
 
Today we will learn about the story of Daniel in the lion’s den.   
Who knows this story? 
Have you ever seen a lion? 

   What do you know about lions? 
Are you scared of lions? 
 

  Bible Story: Daniel in the lion’s den (Dan 6) 
 
Here are ideas for props you can use as you tell this story: 

• Lion’s den: A shoe box or any other medium sized box, or you can make a cage out of wire  

• Daniel: A picture or play dough figure that represents Daniel 

• King: A picture or play dough figure that represents the King 

• Lions: A picture of a lion can be found at the end of the lesson – put this into the den 
 
Also encourage the children to roar like a lion every time you say the word, “lion” 



64 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions and Discussion: 
1. Why was Daniel put into the lion’s den? 
2. Was he eaten by the lions? 
3. How do you think Daniel felt when he was thrown into the lion’s den? 
4. Do you think that you would still pray to God, read your Bible and go to Sunday School if you 

were told you would be thrown into the lion’s den if you did these things? 
Luckily none of us are going to be thrown into the lion’s den!!   

 

Daniel was a man who loved God very much. (Pick up your Daniel figure and show it to the children.) 
Every day, morning, noon and night, he would get down on his knees and pray to God.  (If you are 
using a play dough figure, you can bend Daniel’s legs and make him kneel) 
 
Now Daniel worked for the king of the land. (Pick up your king figure) 
The king liked Daniel and he put Daniel in charge of many things. 
 
Some other people were jealous of Daniel and wanted to get rid of him. They tricked their king into 
making a law that said you were not allowed to pray God for 30 days. If you broke this law you would 
be thrown into a den of hungry lions.  (Remind the children to roar like a lion whenever they hear the 
word “lion”) 
 
(What do you think Daniel did?  Do you think he still prayed to God?)   
 
Daniel still prayed to God morning, noon and night.  The people who tricked the king into making this 
law saw what Daniel was doing, and they told the king.  The king was very sad. He did not want to 
throw Daniel to the lions, but he had no choice – Daniel had broken the law of the land. 
 
So, Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den. (Put Daniel into the lion's den) 
There were lots of lions.  Each lion was very strong. Each lion had big strong teeth.  Each lion could 
roar very loudly.  Daniel could not escape. 
 
All night the king could not sleep. The king didn’t eat.  He was worried about Daniel. He wanted Daniel 
to be safe from the lions. The king did not want the lions to hurt Daniel. 
The next morning, as soon as it was light, the king ran to the prison and called out, “Daniel, Daniel, are 
you all right? Has God kept you safe from the lions?  (Do you think Daniel was all right?) 
 
The king heard a voice – Daniel’s voice!  “Yes King.  I’m fine.  God sent an angel to shut the lions’ 
mouths. The lions did not hurt me at all.” 
 
The king was so happy! Right away, Daniel was pulled out of the lion’s den. The king then made 
another law.  This one said everyone was to now worship the God of Daniel. 
 
From today’s story we learn that Daniel loved God very much. He prayed to God everyday and would 
never do anything that went against God’s ways. We must try to do the same! And remember, just as 
God looked after Daniel, God looks after us too! 
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Discussion: 
Daniel was afraid of the lions. Are there things that you are afraid of?  
What do you do when you are afraid? 
Who do you go to or what do you do to help you have courage? 
 

Prayer:  Dear Lord God. Like Daniel, may we pray and read our Bibles so that we may know you 
better and love you more each day.  Thank you that you are with us in all that we do and that you 
love and care for us all.  Amen 
 

Songs:  
 
 

 Craft:  
A number of ideas relating to this lesson can be found in craft books and on the internet. Here are a 
few ideas – the pictures for these crafts can be found at the bottom of page. 

1. The “fork” lion craft:  Draw the outline of a lion’s face as shown in the picture. Dip a fork into 
paint and then use the fork to make the lion’s mane.  This craft can be used to make a 
bookmark.  You can add words such as “Be bold, be strong, for the Lord your God is with 
you” 

2. The craft in the second picture makes use of cup-cake holders.  Draw the face of the lion 
inside the cupcake holder.  The children can colour or paint the cup-cake holder 
yellow/orange to make it look more like a lion. You can use a round piece of paper instead of 
the cup cake holder. 

3. Make a lion mask  
Instructions: 

• Use a paper plate or a round piece of hard board for the lions face mask. Paint it a lion 
colour. 

• Cut out yellow/ orange strips for the mane.   

• Glue the strips around the rim of the painted paper plate.   

• Draw a lion's face onto the paper plate.   

• Cut out the eyes of the lion.  

• Glue an ice-cream stick to the bottom of the mask or tie string or elastic so the children 
can wear it over their faces. 

 
4. Make a lion snack – use pretzel sticks, carrot sticks or even caramel popcorn for the mane as 

shown in the pictures below. 
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  Physical activity:  “Closed, closed, open” 
This activity is based on the game “duck, duck, goose”.  The children sit in a circle.  One child, known 
as “it”, goes round the circle, touching each child and saying either, “closed” or “open” as he/she 
goes round the circle. When “it” touches a child and says “open”, that child then chases “it” and tries 
to catch “it” before “it” takes the child’s spot in the circle. If “it” succeeds in taking the child’s spot, 
then the other child becomes the new “it”, else the game continues with the same “it” as before. 
 
Before playing this game, ask the children how they think this game relates to the lesson. (The angel 
closed the mouths of the lions so that Daniel was not hurt.  If the mouths of the lions had not been 
closed, Daniel would have been chased by the lions!) 
 

Snack:  If you did not make a lion snack, then perhaps give the children Simba chips as a 
snack.  Ask them why they think we are eating Simba chips.  (Simba is a lion – our story today was 
about Daniel in the lion’s den.) 

 
 
 
 
 
  



67 
 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To learn about the stories of Daniel 

• To understand the meaning of faith 

• To encourage the children to remain strong in their faith and be witnesses for truth and 
justice and all that Jesus represents.  

  Setting the scene:  Ask the children if they remember what we learnt about last term.   
 
Last term we continued our journey through the Old Testament.  We learnt of how, once again, the 
Israelites were not following in God’s Ways.  The prophets warned them of their wrong doing, but 
the people did not heed these warnings.  
(You may want to ask the children if they remember the names of some the people God sent. These 
people were the prophets - messengers of God.  We learnt about Elijah, Isaiah and Jonah.) 
 
We then learnt of that very sad day in the history of the Jews where the city walls of Jerusalem were 
broken down, the temple was destroyed and the people were taken as slaves to the country of 
Babylon.  
 
The Israelites were now in a foreign land. It was not an easy time as they were surrounded by 
idolaters and people of different cultures and religion.  There were a however a number of faithful 
Jews who still held on to their faith in God.  One such person was a man called Daniel – we will learn 
more about him today. 

 

  Bible Story:  The golden statue (Daniel 3) and Daniel in the lion’s den (Daniel 6)  
 
Begin by asking the children if they know of any stories about Daniel? 
 
There are a number of stories about Daniel and so we will also learn about Daniel in our lesson next 
week. Today our stories will be about Daniel, and his friends, and their faith in God.   
 

1. What is the meaning of faith? (It is a strong belief in something or a trust in something. 
Hebrews 11:1 describes faith as being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 
not see.) 

 
Listen carefully to the following story - questions follow. This story is about Daniel’s friends, who 
were very strong in their faith i.e. belief and trust in God. 
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Questions: 
1. What was the name of the king in this story? 
2. What were the names of Daniel’s 3 friends? 
3. Why were Daniel’s friends thrown into the furnace? 
4. How many people did the king see in the furnace?  Who do you think the 4th person was? 
5. Were Daniel’s friends harmed by the fire? 

 

Discussion: 
1. How does this story make you feel? 

The Golden statue (Daniel 3) 
 The Israelites were living in exile in the land of Babylon. The king of Babylon was King 
Nebuchadnezzar. He ordered that the most handsome, educated young men of Israel be 
brought to him that they may be trained to serve him.  Daniel and his three friends Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego were among these men.   
 
One day, King Nebuchadnezzar made a statue – a tall image of gold. He then ordered all senior 
officials in his kingdom to view this image.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were among 
these people. 
 
When everyone had gathered, they were told, “As soon as you hear the music playing, you must 
fall down and worship the image of gold.  If anyone does not bow down straight away, he will 
be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 
 
And so, when the music started, the people fell down and worshipped the image, except for....... 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. Why would they not do as the king instructed?  (The second 
Commandment says that they were not to worship any other God) 
 
The king was furious.  He said to them, “Is it true that you do not serve my gods?  If you do not 
worship the image of gold I have set up, you will be thrown into a fiery furnace. Then what god 
will be able to rescue you?  (What do you think these three men decided to do?) 
 
Daniel’s friends replied, “King Nebuchadnezzar, if we are thrown into the furnace, our God is 
able to save us, but even if our God does not, we will never serve your gods.” 
 
Nebuchadnezzar became more angry and ordered that the furnace be made seven times hotter.  
Then Daniel’s three friends were tied up and thrown into the furnace.  (What do you think 
happened next?) 
 
The king then leapt to his feet for what he saw amazed him.  The men were untied and walking 
around in the furnace, and there was someone else with them who looked like the son of the 
gods. He went to the furnace and shouted, “Servants of the Most High God, come out.” 
 
When they did, they were unharmed and their clothes didn’t even smell of smoke. 
Nebuchadnezzar was amazed and praised God. He then promoted Daniel’s three friends. 
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2. Are there any comments you would like to make about this story? 
3. Do you think you would have stood up for your faith in this situation? 
4. Can you think of examples where you have had to live out your faith in difficult situations? 
Listen carefully to the second story, possibly the most well-known story of Daniel – the story of 
Daniel in the lion’s den.  Again questions follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daniel in the lion’s den (Daniel 6) 

Daniel was a man of God.  Each day he would pray, morning, noon and night. 
 
Darius was now king of Babylon.  King Darius decided to put 120 governors in charge of 
Babylon, and he put three officials in charge of these 120 men.  Daniel was one of these three 
and soon proved to be the best of them all. 
 
The others were jealous of Daniel and tried to find fault with him, but they were not able to find 
anything. 
 
They said to each other, “We will never find fault with Daniel unless it has to do with the law of 
his God.” So they thought of a plan and went to see King Darius. 
 
“King Darius,” they said. “We have all agreed that the king should make a law that, for the next 
thirty days, anyone who prays to any god or man except you will be thrown into the den of 
lions.  King Darius thought this was a good plan, and once he signed it, it became a strict law 
that could not be changed.  (What do you think Daniel did when he heard about this law?) 
 
When Daniel found out about this law, he still went home to his upstairs room and knelt down. 
With the windows open toward Jerusalem, Daniel prayed and gave thanks to God three times a 
day, as he had always done. Daniel would never abandon his faith. 
 
The officials, who were watching Daniel’s house, saw him praying. They went to the king, told 
him of what Daniel had done, and reminded him of his new law. 
 
When the king heard this he was very upset, and he tried to think of a way to save Daniel, but 
the law he had signed could not be changed. 
 
And so Daniel was thrown into the den of hungry lions. The king said to Daniel, “May the God 
whom you serve so faithfully, rescue you.” 
A big stone was placed over the opening of the den. The king went back to his palace. He did 
not eat anything. He did not sleep that night. 
 
Early the next day, the king hurried to the lion’s den.  He called out, Daniel, servant of the living 
God!  Has your God, whom you serve so faithfully, been able to rescue you from the lions?  
(How do you think the story ends?) 
 
Daniel answered, “Oh King, live forever! My God sent an angel to shut the mouths of the lions.  
They have not hurt me.” 
 
The king was overjoyed and ordered that Daniel be lifted out of the den. Not a scratch was 
found on him. 
 
King Darius then wrote this message to the people of all nations:  “Peace to you all! I order that 
everyone throughout my kingdom must fear the God of Daniel, for this God is the living and 
eternal God, whose kingdom will never be destroyed.” 
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Questions: 
1. What was the name of the king in this story? 
2. What was the law that the king signed? 
3. What did Daniel do when he heard about this law? 
4. What then happened to Daniel? 
5. Was Daniel harmed in the lion’s den? 
6. What did King Darius do when he found that Daniel was unharmed? (He proclaimed that 

God is Lord of all!) 
 

Discussion: 
What have you learnt from these stories?  (Allow the children to express their opinions. It should be 
mentioned that following God is not always easy but if we stand firm in our faith, God’s name will be 
proclaimed to all.) 
 
Daniel was afraid of the lions. Are there things that you are afraid of?  
What do you do when you are afraid? 
Who do you go to or what do you do to help you have courage? 
 

Songs:   
 

Prayer:  Lord, like Daniel, may we pray and read our Bibles each day so that we may come to 
know you better and love you more dearly. May we have the courage to remain strong in our faith, 
even when it is not easy, and in so doing proclaim you as Lord of our lives.  May our faith in you 
continue to grow so that we may be sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  
Amen 
 

Activity suggestions: 

• The Daniel rap can be found on the next page. The children may enjoy practicing this rap 
and then performing it for the rest of the group. 

• Some children may want to make a bookmark. Refer to the younger children’s craft section 
for ideas that can be used to decorate the bookmark. The children may want to add a 
“catchy” phrase such as: “Be a daring Daniel” or “Standing firm in our faith” or make use of 
the memory verses for today 

• Braai marshmallows:  Give each child a marshmallow and a skewer.  Provide a candle flame 
for the children to braai their marshmallows.  Discuss how this activity relates to the lesson 
for today – the story of the image of gold and the fiery furnace.  Mention that unlike these 
marshmallows, Daniel’s friends were not burned in the furnace. 

• Musical Statues:  Play this well-known game – play music to which the children dance. Each 
time the music stops, the children need to stop dancing and pretend they are a statue. The 
last person to stop moving is out of the game. You can add to the game by instructing the 
children as to what position they should take on when the music stops e.g. ballerina pose; 
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karate kick; sit down; lie down; bow down; stand on one leg. Again ask the children how they 
think this activity relates to the lesson for today. 

• The following activity should be done in groups so that it does not take up too much time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snack:  Simba chips. Ask the children how they think this snack relates to the story for   
today.  (Simba is a lion – today we learnt about Daniel in the lion’s den) 

 

 Daniel in the Lion’s Den Rap  

VERSE 1 
Now King Darius was a pretty good king, 
He wanted to do the truly right thing. 
But his royal advisors and officials that day, 
Did their very best to lead him astray.  
 
O King Darius they cried, live forever, 
Issue a decree that can't be broken, never! 
Anyone who prays to anyone but you, 
For the next thirty days is guilty of this rule. 

Chorus 
Cause the punishment should be,  
worse than being dead, 
To be thrown smack dab, into the lion's den. 
Chomp, chomp, grind, grind, chew, chew, gulp! 
Thrown smack dab into the lion's den. Yeah! 

VERSE 2 
Now Daniel was known as a man who always prayed, 
To the one and only God, he did so every day. 
But those rotten advisors and officials knew this well, 
So off to the king they went, couldn't wait to tell. 
 
The king was quite sad, but nothing he could do, 
He must carry out the letter of the rule. 
So into the den he threw Daniel with a sigh, 
And waited for the news to come back that he had 
died.  (Repeat Chorus)  
 
VERSE 3 
But at the light of dawn, the king woke up to find, 
God had saved His servant from sure death by a lion. 
'Cause Daniel was innocent in God's holy sight, 
He sent an angel to the lions to hold their jaws real 
tight. 
 
Well, the king was overjoyed that Daniel was saved, 
He issued a new decree that could never be changed. 
People everywhere, all throughout the lands, 
Must worship the one true God, whose kingdom never 
ends. (Repeat Chorus) 

References: 
Life Application Bible: New International Version, Tyndale House Publishers and Zondervan 
Publishers, 1991 

People of great faith 
(Hebrews 11) 

There are many people from the Old Testament listed in the book of Hebrews as 
people of great faith.  Can you unscramble the names of these people who are on 
this list?   
LEBA      SESMO 
OANH      BAHRA  
BRHAMAA     DEOGNI 
CAASI      DVIDA 
BOJCA      MUESAML 
SOPHEJ      NOMSSA 
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Season of Creation 

September is the season of creation. It is a time when we try to learn more about our environment 

and to love and care for the environment. It is a time when we think about how our beautiful world 

is being destroyed and prayerfully consider what we can do. It maybe something small, but let's be 

more aware of the environment and the earth that sustains us. 

I am a new Creation! 

4 September 2022 
 
Reading:  Jeremiah 18:5,6 
Theme:  Specially crafted by God 
Memory verses: “We are the clay; you are the Potter” (Isaiah 64:8) 

Information for the teacher: 
In the book of Genesis we read that on the 6th day, God created humankind.  We were each created in the 
image of God and yet we are all different – each of us is a new creation! (Genesis 1: 27) 
 
God knew us before we were born - God created our inmost being and knitted us together in our mother's 
womb (Psalm 139:13).  God knows our innermost thoughts and everything about us (Psalm 139) - even the very 
hairs of our head are numbered. (Luke 12:7). God most certainly is all-seeing, all-knowing and all-powerful. 
 
The Bible reading for today comes from the book of Jeremiah, which links well with the stories of the prophets 
we have learnt about this past term.  In the passage, we are introduced to the image of a potter moulding clay 
into something he would like it to be. (Jeremiah 18:5;6).  Jeremiah lived during the time when the people had 
turned from God's ways, and were now in exile, but God was working in the hearts of the people, just as a 
potter works on a piece of clay.  Further on in the book of Jeremiah, the Lord declares through Jeremiah’s letter 
to the exiles, “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you - plans to give you 
hope and a future”(Jeremiah 29:11). 
 
And so God works in our lives too, shaping us through God’s presence and love, through the Holy spirit and the 
Word of God.  We each have a role to play in God's glorious world as does every creature and plant. They are all 
created and formed by God with a purpose and all of creation displays something of God. May we be aware of 
our place as part of creation and open to being vessels through which God can work to fulfil a greater purpose. 
 

Abba Father 
You are the Potter 

We are the clay 
The work of your hands 
Mould us and fashion us 

Into your image 
 
 

(we should celebrate our differences, and love each other - each of us is, after all, a new Creation!) 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives: 

• To realise that we too are a part of God’s Creation 

• To celebrate our differences – we are all special in our own way 

• To be introduced to the image that just as a potter moulds clay, so God is working in our 
lives, shaping us to be the person God would like us to be. 

 Attention Grabber:  Bring to class different objects that are ceramic, mugs, bowls, pot 
plant holders, plates, vases etc. Ask the group what all these things have in common? That they 
are all made up of the same thing. Then ask what the differences between the objects are and 
obviously it would be their uses. It may be a good time to tell the children that in old days 
someone would have to make these objects by hand (if you have any hand made ceramics or art 
at home it might be good to show them what those objects look like too). 

 

Bible Story and discussion: 
The first story in the Bible tells us that in the beginning: 

God made the sky, 
God made the sea, 

God made the fishes 
And God made me! 

 
The Bible also says we were all made from the same thing – we were all made from dust.  But if you 
look around at all of us you will see that we are all different!  Some of us are tall, some of us are 
short, some of us like reading, some of us like playing ball games, some of us are loud and some of 
us are quiet. So we are all made from the same thing, but we are all different. We are all made of 
earth so we are a part of the earth. We are not above the earth.   
 
The Bible tells us that just as a potter moulds a piece of clay, so God makes us just as God would like 
us to be. Remember the things at the beginning of the lesson which were made from the same thing 
but used for different purposes. In the same way, we are all made for different purposes. Ask the 
group if they know what their purpose may be? 
 

Craft:   Salt dough craft 
i n g r e d i e n t s  

• 1 cup flour 
• 1 cup salt  
• 1 cup water 

i n s t r u c t i o n s  
• Stir together the flour and salt. Gradually add water while stirring and mixing to form a 

dough. Form the dough into a ball and knead it. This is a harder dough than play dough and 
sets more firmly. 

Have the group mould their own pots. 
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Physical Activity:  Play Dough Pictionary 

Split the group into groups of about 5 people and distribute them around the room. Each group is 
given a ball of play dough. 
The leader should stand in the middle with a list of objects or Bible stories or characters. 
 
Once the game starts, one person from each group runs to the leader to get a word from the leaders 
list, and then runs back to their group and uses the play dough to create the object, story or 
character. 
 
During this process, the rest of the team tries to guess what is being created by asking 'yes' or 'no' 
questions, which the creator answers with a 'yes' or 'no'! 
 
Once the object is guessed correctly, another member of the team runs up and tells the leader the 
answer and gets the new word. The process continues until a team wins by getting through 5 words. 
 
The person who is creating cannot talk or write the word 

Prayer: Dear God. We thank you that you made each one of us, and that we are all different 
and all special in our own way!  Help us to love all those around us, knowing that they are also 
specially made by You! Just as a potter moulds a clay pot, may we be moulded into the person you 
would like us to be. Amen 
 

 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To realise that we too are a part of God’s Creation and we each have a role to play in this 
beautiful world 

• To celebrate our differences – we are all special in our own way 

• To realise that just as a potter moulds clay, so God works in our lives, shaping us to be the 
person God would like us to be 

 
  

  Bible Story: The potter and the clay (Jeremiah 18:5,6) 
In the book of Genesis, we read that on the 6th day, God created humankind.  We also read that we 
were all created in the image of God.  (Gen 1:27)   
 
And yet, look around at each other – we are all different!  Some of us are tall, some of us are short, 
some of us like reading, some of us like playing ball games, some of us are loud and some of us are 
quiet and yet we are all made in God’s image – there is a little bit of God in each of us - isn’t that 
amazing!  It is also amazing and important to remember that God also created every creature, bird, 
insect and plant and that they too are all in some way created in the image of God.  
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We also read in the book of Psalms that God knew us before we were born.  God also knows our 
innermost thoughts and everything about us (Psalm 139) - even the very hairs of our head are 
numbered. (Luke 12:7). God is most certainly all-seeing, all-knowing and all-powerful.  
 
Today we will learn more about how God works in our lives.  Our main Bible story comes from the 
book of Jeremiah.  Jeremiah was a young man and a prophet of God – remember we have been 
learning about the prophets during this term.  In this book God says, “I know the plans I have to you, 
plans to prosper you and not harm you - plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11) These 
words were written to God’s people who were now in exile. Listen to the following beautiful words 
of how God was working in the hearts of the people of Israel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion: 
1. Ask the children if they have any comments to make before continuing with the questions 

that follow. 
2. After listening to this passage for today we realize that we too are all specially moulded by 

God. How does this make you feel?  
3. God is also moulding everyone else in their special way.  What are your thoughts on this? 

(We should appreciate everyone for who they are!) 
4. Do you think that God is finished making you into the person God would like you to be? 

(No!!  God is not finished with any of us yet – we are all still a work in progress)  

The Potter and the Clay (Jeremiah 18:5,6) 

(By Sandra Mulchin) 
 

One day, God told Jeremiah to go a potter’s house.  A potter is someone who makes pots and bowls 
and all sorts of things out of clay.   
 
The potter reached down into a deep, rank-smelling pit and brought out a lump of clay. He slapped 
it onto the stone that was on top of the potter’s wheel. The clay was rough looking with lots of 
lumps and bumps and uneven edges, but he balanced it carefully before starting to work with it. 
Dipping his hands in water, he steadily held his hands over the clay as the wheel started to spin. As 
the clay bobbed around, some gentle pressure was applied to hold it in place, preventing it from 
jumping and lurching. Never did the potter touch the clay without wet hands. The lump soon 
became smooth, and the potter was able to begin shaping and moulding the clay. As the vessel 
responded to the care of the potter’s hand, it was moulded and fashioned in just the way the potter 
wanted it. 
  
You see, the potter had a plan for that piece of clay. When he looked at the marred piece that he 
had started with, he did not see the lumps and bumps and rough bits. He envisioned a beautiful 
vessel, and he knew just what would be needed to achieve that goal and what work it would take.    
  
While Jeremiah was watching, before his eyes that marred, old piece of clay was transformed into a 
beautiful, balanced vessel without any spots or wrinkles. 
  
God then said to Jeremiah, “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter? … Look, as the 
clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand.” Jeremiah  18:6. (NKJV) 
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5. Do you think we have the freedom of choice to decide whether we would like to be moulded 
in the way God would like us to be?  (Yes, God gives us free will and it is our choice to be clay 
in God’s hands and be obedient to God’s will in our lives.) 

6. Can you describe a person who you think has been moulded by God?  
7. How do you think we can be moulded into the people God created us to be – that is to be 

our true selves? 
 

 

Reflection:   
God has created each of us in a special way. We each have a role to play in the world around us.  
Let’s spend some time in quietness where we each think about what is special about ourselves and 
what plans God may have for us.  
 
After a short time, ask the children to now think about parts of themselves where God may still need 
to work in their lives to make them more into the type of person God would like them to be. 
 

Activity:  Identity 

Divide the children into 2 teams. Each person writes the name of a well known person they would 
like to be for this game on a piece of paper. It could also be a bible character. 
 
The leader then collects the pieces of paper with the names on them (one team at a time) and writes 
on a large piece of paper or posterboard the names. Teams sit together and the posterboard is 
displayed by the corresponding team. 
 
Teams try to work out which person on the other team has chosen what well-known person. If they 
guess right that person then joins their team.  

You are keeping secret the identity of the person you wrote down but teams work together to figure 
out who is who. 

Physical Activity: 

As we have been discussing today, we are all different - some of us are good at school; some of us 

are good at music and art; some of us are good at telling jokes. Each of us is special in our own way.  

Let’s have some fun to see who is best at: 

1. Unbending a paper clip and make it straight in the shortest amount of time 

2. Write down the most fruits or vegetables starting with the letter “c” Doing the best 

impression of a person, machine or musical instrument 

3. Finding the book of Philemon the fastest 

4. Telling us a joke 

5. Balancing the most pencils on your head 

6. Saying the alphabet backwards i.e. beginning with Z 

7. Rolling a marble the slowest (without it stopping) across the floor 
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Perhaps just select a few of these activities – you may want to give a small prize such as a sweet to 

the person who is the best at each of these activities. 

The children can also think up some other crazy things to do, or if there is something special (or 

crazy) that they can do, they can show the class e.g. doing a hand stand for a long time or something 

much crazier!! 

 

Craft: Salt dough craft 
i n g r e d i e n t s  

• 1 cup flour 
• 1 cup salt  
• 1 cup water 

i n s t r u c t i o n s  
• Stir together the flour and salt. Gradually add water while stirring and mixing to form a 

dough. Form the dough into a ball and knead it. This is a harder dough than play dough and 
sets more firmly. 

Have the group mould their own pots. 

OR 

They can use the salt dough to show something that is special about themselves – perhaps they have 

a lovely smile – they could then make a set of lips; or if they are a helper, they can make a hand.   

The following activity is suitable for a mature class who know one another well. 

The children are given a piece of paper.  At the bottom of the paper they must write their name. Then 

pass the paper to the person on the right, who then writes something special about the person whose 

name is on the paper – please emphasise that the comment needs to be something nice about the 

person!!  This person then folds over just the top part of the paper so that no one can see the 

comment and passes the paper onto the next person on the right, who then adds their comment 

about the person whose name is written on the paper, folds the paper so that is just covers their 

comment and passes onto the next person, and so the activity continues until each person has written 

a comment or the page is full. Each person is then given their paper of comments to take home and 

read – affirming who they are! 

 

Prayer:  Dear Lord.  You are the potter, we are the clay. You have made each of us special in our 
own way – we are each a new creation.  May we celebrate our differences, and love each other for 
who we are!  As a potter moulds a piece of clay, may we be pliable in your hands so that you can 
work in our lives and shape us into the people you would like us to be.  Amen 
 

Extension: 

Celebrating God’s creation and developing an awareness of our beautiful world should not be limited 

to one lesson of the year. Always be on the lookout for activities organised by your local community or 

botanical gardens e.g. frog walks; bat talks; bird spotting; star gazing etc and encourage your children 

to attend such events. 

 
 
https://youthgroupgames.com.au/games/play-dough-pictionary/ 

https://youthgroupgames.com.au/games/play-dough-pictionary/
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The real cost of things 

11 September 2022 
 
Theme:  True contentment 
Memory verse: “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and its righteousness; and all these things will be 
given to you as well”. (Matt 6:33) 
  

Information for the teacher: 
Let there be ........ stuff??    
Have you ever wondered where your stuff comes from, and where it goes once you are done with it? 
 
Our second lesson in the Season of Creation series this year is based on a project called the “Story of Stuff”.  
There are many videos on youtube.com produced by this project which are very enlightening! 
 
Today we explore how our stuff – specifically our clothing, electronic gadgets and luxury items have an impact 
on the world around us, sadly often leaving a toxic trail.  Besides the toxic trail, there is also the human factor –
many workers are subjected to slave-like conditions so that we can have “stuff”. 
 
This past term we have been learning about the prophets – people in Biblical times who offered the kind of 
moral challenge this lesson provides.  Prophets were unpopular because they spoke about God’s judgement 
against what was wrong in society, such as greed and cheating the poor.  The prophet Hosea harshly criticized 
the behaviour of the Israelites where a small class of rich landowners and merchants exploited and enslaved 
the poorer citizens.  The prophet Elijah also condemned corruption and greed and condemned the Israelites for 
worshipping false gods. Today we can ask ourselves if material goods have become our modern-day gods? Is 
there exploitation of some people so that others can live in luxury? 
 
The advertising industry tempts us to find happiness through material things. We are continually told that we 
need “stuff” to make us happy. However, we know from the bible and our religious values that true happiness 
comes from loving relationships, compassion, service, and the pursuit of justice. 
 
Today’s lesson explores our consumer crazed world. It encourages us to practice simplicity and to be 
responsible and care for our environment and for others. In this lesson we want to help the children get a 
better understanding of the dangers of our consumption habits on the world around us, and turn our love for 
God and Creation into effective action to improve our environment. 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives: 

• To become more aware of the effect on the environment of what we buy – our food, drinks, 
clothing and electronic goods    

• To realise that true happiness does not come from material goods but from good 
relationships with those around us, including God.  
 

 

 Lesson and Discussion: 
How many toys do you have? 
If there is a new lego set or some other new toy that you see advertised, do you want it? 
What or who influences you to want new things such as toys or clothes? 
When you no longer need something what do you do with it? 
Do you know how the things you buy are made? 

• Do you know how much water goes into making a pair of jeans?  (it takes 10 850 litres) ) 

Is it important to have now clothes all the time? 
What do we do with clothes when we grow out of them? 
 
And now think about what we do with all our “things” when we are finished with them.  Do you give 
your toys to someone else?  And what do you do with all your empty coke tins, plastic bottles, and 
paper that you have used?  Does it land up on a rubbish dump, which gets bigger and bigger each 
day, like the one shown in this picture?  Do you think this is what God would want for our beautiful 
world?   

 
 
So, do you think we need all the things we THINK we need to be happy?  
 
We should all try to think about how we can use less “stuff” - remember that all our “stuff” has an 
effect on God’s beautiful Creation.   
Do you really need a new pair of shoes?   
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Do you really need another toy? How much are you going to play with it and where is it going to go 
when you throw it out?   
 
Let’s all try to make less rubbish!! We will still be happy and our world will be a more beautiful 
place! 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord God.  We thank you for this beautiful world and for all that is in it.  Help us to 
keep the world as you would like it to be.  We thank you for our family and friends - for those who 
love and care for us, and enjoy special times with us.  Help us to remember that these people are 
more important than all the treasures in the world!  Amen 
 

 Craft:   

• God has given us a beautiful world.  We need to do all that we can to keep the world as God 
would want it to be.  Let’s colour in a picture to remind us of this. (A picture can be found at 
the end of the lesson). 

 

• The children can draw their own picture of themselves surrounded by God’s beautiful 
creation.  Add the following words to the picture, “Dear God help us to look after our 
beautiful world. Amen”  

 

• If you have magazines they could look through them and cut out pictures of beautiful nature 
and make a collage with them. 

 

Songs:    
If time, go play some more games outside and enjoy God’s beautiful Creation. 

 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To raise awareness regarding the real cost of our consumption – both environmentally and 
socially 

• To encourage the children to be more responsible “earth stewards”  
 

    Lesson and Discussion:  
(If possible, begin this lesson by giving every child a small glass of coke.) 
Ask the children to think about a glass of coke – where did the coke come from?  How was it made?  
And what about the plastic bottle it came in – how was that made? 
 
And what about a cell-phone – have you ever thought about where that comes from, and more 
importantly, where it goes when you are done with it? 
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Most of us don’t really have a clue where our “stuff” comes from.  We take it for granted that it just 
magically appears on the shelf at a store when we want it, we use it as long as we like and then just 
toss it in the garbage when we’re done. 
 

But, here are some scary facts: 

• Did you know that it takes 10 850 litres of water to make one pair of jeans?  

 
• Did you know that one gold ring generates about 20 tons of mining waste? You would need 

4 pick-up trucks for all this waste!  

 
 
 

• Did you know that people, sometimes children, work 11 hour-long days for less than R5 an 
hour to make the t-shirts we wear?  
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And here are a few more scary facts about making t-shirts for you to think about:   

• Each year, enough cotton is grown to make 15 t-shirts for every person on earth. Do you 
think that each of us needs 15 new t-shirts each year? 

• Also, a lot of water is needed to make these t-shirts and because of this  
some communities don’t have water to drink. 

• And then pesticides are sprayed on the cotton crops which don’t just kill bugs 
 – the workers also then suffer from nerve diseases and eye problems because of these 
poisonous chemicals. 

• Finally, once the fabric is made, it is then shipped to a factory in Haiti, China or Mexico 
where, as mentioned a little earlier, workers work 11 hour days, 7 days a week for very little 
pay. 

• The t-shirt is then shipped to us. 

• How much do we pay for a t-shirt? 

• How much do you think we should pay for a t-shirt now that we know a bit more about the 
cost to the environment, and the conditions under which all those people work to make our 
t-shirts? 
(The price that the children select in this exercise is not important.  What is important is that 
the children gain an understanding of the cost of the t-shirt to the environment and to the 
workers – factors which are not added in to the cost of the t-shirt that we currently pay. 
Some children may comment that perhaps we should not buy t-shirts that are made under 
these conditions – this is a good point and can lead to a discussion about fair trade – more 
about this can be found later in this lesson.) 

 

And now let’s consider the cell-phone.  
(You may want to select just a few facts from this list if you feel this is too much information 
for the children to grasp. It is however important that an awareness is created regarding the 
implications of our consumption habits, and hopefully a seed will be sown within all of us 
that we need to change our ways) 

• What do you think a cell-phone is made of? (Metals and plastic) 

• Where do the metals come from? (Metals are mined from under the ground) 

• Did you know that poisonous chemicals are often used in mining?  These chemicals often 
land up in our rivers polluting water supplies which people depend on, killing fish and 
animals that feed on fish. 

• Did you know that a war is being fought in the Congo over a metal which is used in cell-
phones? 

• Did you know that once again, children, instead of being in school, are being used to mine 
this metal? 
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• Did you know that because of deforestation due to mining, the habitat of the mountain 
gorilla is being reduced, and this means less food for the gorillas?  Less forests also means 
not enough trees to clean the industrial air.  Also, people in the villages who used to rely on 
the forest for fire, wood, water and food, now resort to hunting mountain gorillas and selling 
bush meat. 

 
 

• Now let’s discuss where plastics come from – any idea?  Plastics are made from oils, some of 
which comes from rainforests in the Amazon.  By making plastic, we are destroying places 
such as the Amazon jungle.  

• Did you know that the plastic used in cell-phones is made from one of the most toxic 
chemicals we know? 

A cell-phone may cost as little as R100, but what are we doing to the environment in the 
process of making a cell-phone, and then think about what happens to your cell-phone when 
you no longer want it - you may give it to someone else, but eventually it will be thrown away.  
 
Did you know that there are now more cell-phones than people in the world?  
 

If your cell-phone lands up on a rubbish dump and is not found by someone, that it is where it 
will remain for the next million years – plastics in cell-phones do not degrade!  And then there is 
the problem of leakage - did you know that very poisonous chemicals such as mercury and lead 
are also found in our cell-phones, and then there are also the batteries which are also very toxic?  
These chemicals can leak into our soil and our ground water.   
 
Hopefully, most “used” cell-phones will be taken to an e-waste collection point for safe disposal.  
The metals can be extracted and the plastics recycled, but energy is required for recycling, which 
has an effect on the environment.  Furthermore, dioxin, a very toxic substance is released when 
these plastics are incinerated. 

 

Discussion: 
1. Ask the children what their thoughts are on what we have so far discussed today.   

(The main point that should come out of this discussion is that we all need basic essentials such 
as clothes, food and shelter, and we cannot ignore that we live in the 21st century and that 
gadgets such as cell-phones are a part of life, but we also need to be aware of the impact our 
material goods have on the world around us – both the environmental, as well as the human 
factor.  What is the REAL cost of our stuff? 
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Let us be more careful with what we buy, how we look after it, and how we get rid of it.  Also 
discuss the difference between “needs” and “wants”, as well as whether we really NEED the 
latest and greatest of everything.) 

 
2. The world around us says that we need “stuff” in order to be happy, but what actually makes 

you happy? What is real contentment?  (Our relationships with others, as well as our 
relationship with God, play an important role in determining our happiness – we all need 
someone who loves and cares for us, as well as someone we can love and care for too.  Did you 
know that there are many people who have a lot of “stuff” and yet are not happy) 

 
3. Based on today’s lesson, how can we become more responsible in looking after our 

environment and our fellow humans? 
 

• Live more simply – Reduce the amount of “stuff” that you buy.  Buy what you NEED, 

not what you WANT. You do not need the latest and greatest of everything!   

• Try to reduce the amount of plastic, glass and paper that you buy. Recycle all that you 

can, but remember that recycling requires energy, which has an environmental impact 

– recycling should therefore be the last resort in our discarding of waste – we will 

discuss this in more detail next week.  

• It is also very important to ensure that all e-waste is responsibly discarded.  E-waste 

includes batteries, cell-phones and other electronic gadgets. Places such as Macro 

have e-waste depots.  These appliances are then dissembled- parts are recycled and 

re-used 

• Try to buy products made from FairTrade – this is where the working conditions of the 

people involved in making a product are good and are paid a fair amount of money for 

what they do. 

• Try to buy locally produced goods – the further your “stuff” has to travel, the greater 

the amount of fuel required to transport your “stuff”, which has an effect on the 

environment 

• Challenge the “norms” of society. Do you really need the latest and greatest of 

everything? Should we really need to replace our “stuff” as often as we do?  (Do you 

know that items like washing machines and watches used to be made to last for life?  

Now these same items are designed to work for just a few years and it is often 

difficult, if not impossible to find spare parts for these items.)  Maybe you will feel led, 

perhaps not now but in the future, to be part of initiatives which can reduce the 

environmental impact of man and to reduce social injustice– maybe you will be able to 

make a really big difference to the way we currently do things! 

• Remember this lesson and go home and tell everyone about what you learnt today – 

we all need to change our consumption habits!   

 

Reflection and Prayer:   
Think about this!! We learn a lot about Jesus in the Bible, but in none of the four gospels, do any of 
the writers tell us about the clothes Jesus wore, or the things He owned. They show us how strong 
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and deep His friendships were and His amazing capacity to love and help people. But none of them 
thought His possessions or appearance was an important expression of who he really was or what 
He came to say. God gave Jesus what He needed – not Nike, Billabong, Sissy Boy, Yeezy or 
Caterpillar.  Jut warm, comfortable clothes, good tools and friends to share His journey. 
 
Dear Lord, you know better than we do what makes us happy.  May we always “seek first the 
Kingdom of God, and its righteousness, and all these things will then be added unto us.”  Help us to 
gain a deep understanding of what really makes us happy, and to shape our lives to make that real 
for ourselves. Amen 
 

Song: 
 
 

  Discussion 
 

Divide the children into groups to discuss the following questions.  After a few minutes, the groups 

can report back on what they discussed. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OR  
In groups let the children talk about how they could live more simply and let them make a plan on 
how to reduce the amount we use and throw away. 
 
Possible questions to help them do this could include: 
Do you think we should eat less meat? 
Do you think Jesus would have been a vegetarian? 
If we eat meat / animals how do we respect / thank an animal when we eat it? 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion 

• Think about those children who have very little and maybe no bought 

toys.  

• Then think about children who have lots and lots of toys. 

• Which children do you think are happier?  Why 

• Why? What makes you happy? 

• What would you change, if anything, about the way you live? 
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Craft: 
The children can make a poster based on what they have learnt today.  The aim of this poster is to 
raise the awareness of others in the church to the issues discussed in this lesson. The poster needs 
to be bold and eye-catching to attract attention to the message you are trying to convey. 
 
The children can add statements or facts that particularly struck them during today’s lesson which 
they think will have an impact on others.  Here are some more ideas and pictures that can be used: 
 

  
 

 
 
And here are some phrases that can be used: 
“Looking good shouldn’t kill you - or the planet!” 
“Let’s make the world a better place” 
“The real cost of things” 
 

Physical activity:  Waste waste reuse 
 
This game is played in the same way as duck duck goose. The children 
 
Move if… or Do you love your neighbour? 
The children sit in a circle on chairs or cushions. One child is in the middle and asks things such as: 
You love your neighbour only if: 
You have only one pair of jeans 
You recycle plastics 
You have a compost heap? 
You give old clothes to those in need. 
 
Or play that does not involve buying anything. You may know one such as morabaraba 
 
Or you can play a game using pebbles 

1. Players sit in a circle with pebbles in the centre. 
2. The first player throws one pebble in the air and tries to pick up as many 

pebbles as possible before catching the tossed pebble. 
3. Each player then takes a turn until all the pebbles have been collected. 
4. The player with the most pebbles wins! 

Or a game using sticks / twigs 
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Place the 4 twigs quite close together. Each child steps over each twig.  Now place the twigs a bit 
further away from each other – the distance between all the twigs should be the same.  Again the 
children step over each twig.  Continue moving the twigs further and further away from each other 
so that the children have to leap between the twigs.  If a child is not able to leap over the twigs, that 
child is “out”. The game continues until there is only one child remaining in the game, who is then 
the winner. 

 
Once you have finished playing this game, ask the children if they had fun. 
 
 
 
Run outside and play games that do not involve anything that was man-made – this is not to say that 

we should never buy man-made things ever again, but this also emphasises that we can have fun 
just making use of the natural resources that God offers us.  (See the younger children’s section 
for some ideas of games which you can play.) 

 

Visit  A Chance to Play South Africa’s website -- https://a-chance-to-play.org.za/ (A 

Chance to Play South Africa (ACTP) is a registered non-profit organisation based in 

Johannesburg, South Africa. Launched in October 2011, ACTP promotes the right of all 

children in South Africa, from birth to 18 years, to have access to safe, age- and ability-

appropriate play as part of their development and well-being.) 

Download the Manual of Games at https://a-chance-to-play.org.za//wp-

content/uploads/2021/03/ACTP-Manual-2017-revised.pdf 

 
References: 
www.storyofstuff.org 
Special thanks to Noeleen Mullett – JAIE / EcoAct 

 
 

https://a-chance-to-play.org.za/
https://a-chance-to-play.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ACTP-Manual-2017-revised.pdf
https://a-chance-to-play.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ACTP-Manual-2017-revised.pdf
http://www.storyofstuff.org/
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What happens to our rubbish? 

18 September 2022 

Theme: Caring for God’s Creation 
Memory verse: And I have brought you into a plentiful land to enjoy its fruits and its good things. But 
when you came in you defiled my land and made my heritage an abomination.” (Jeremiah 2:7) 
 
  

Information for the teacher: 
 
You have just finished your meal at a fast food restaurant and you throw your uneaten food and packaging into 
the rubbish bin, and you don’t think about it again.  On rubbish day in your neighbourhood, you push your 
wheelie bin out to the pavement, and workers dump the contents into a big truck and take it away.  Again you 
don’t have to think about it – it is gone! But have you ever wondered what happens to your rubbish?  Where is 
the “away” in “throw it away”? 
 
We generate an astonishing amount of rubbish each year –consider how much waste you throw away each day 
and the number of people who live in South Africa – our rubbish production is the 15th highest in the world!  
Some of our rubbish is recycled or recovered, but the majority is buried in landfills where it will remain for a 
very long time!!  Cans take 80 -100 years to decompose; plastic bottles can take up to 450 years and it is 
estimated that glass will take 1 million years!   Organic material, such as vegetable peals and grass cuttings, do 
not form compost on a landfill due to lack of oxygen and too little moisture.  Instead, a methane rich gas, which 
has 21 times more impact as a greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide is produced, and contributs to climate 
change.  
 
Landfills occupy space - in Johannesburg, for example, there are 4 operational landfill sites. We currently build 
mountains of waste equivalent to 6000 rooms per day and so these landfill sites will be full within the next few 
years, and what happens next? A new space will need to be found to discard our waste.  Gradually, our earth is 
becoming a massive rubbish dump!! 
 
It is clearly evident that we need to consider ways to reduce our waste.  In today’s lesson we discuss the 5 R’s: 

• Refuse 

• Reduce 

• Repair 

• Re-use 

• Rot  

• Recycle.   
 
We also refer to a book written by Bea Johnson called “Zero Waste Home”. In this book she describes how her 
family produces just one jar of rubbish per year, and this includes all recyclable material!! 
 
 Today’s lesson is once again a challenge for us to make lifestyle changes for the good of all. 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives:  

• To make children aware of what happens to our rubbish 

• To consider ways in which we can reduce our waste, and in so doing look after our beautiful 
world and its resources  

 Attention Grabber:   
 You will need a number of empty tin cans.  The children need to stack the cans to try to make the 
biggest tower.  
 
Ask the children what we are going to do with these cans once we are done with the lesson for 
today.  The children will probably reply that we will throw them away, which is certainly better than 
just leaving them  lying around, but then ask the children where something lands up when you throw 
it away.  (On a rubbish dump!!) 
 
Show the children a picture of a rubbish dump. How many of you have been to a rubbish dump?  If 
the children are not familiar with a rubbish dump, explain that rubbish dumps are very smelly and 
that we want as few rubbish dumps as possible.  Also show them a picture of a rubbish dump as 
shown below.  Do you think this is what God would want for our beautiful world? (No!) 
 
So today we will look at ways of making less rubbish. Empty a bag of rubbish in front of the children.  
Try to include paper, cardboard, tins, glass, plastic bottles, plastic bags, foil, vegetable and fruit 
peels, magazines, newspaper, batteries, broken electrical equipment, toys such as lego etc.   The 
lesson continues with the discussion on the next page. 
 

Or 
Empty out a bag of rubbish in front of the children.  Try to include paper, cardboard, tins, glass, 
plastic bags and bottles, foil, vegetable and fruit peels, magazines, newspaper, batteries, broken 
electrical equipment, toys such as lego etc 
 
Today we are going to talk about rubbish.  Where does your rubbish go?  (To a rubbish dump) 
And what happens to your rubbish on the rubbish dump.  It stays there for many, many, many years. 
Some of your rubbish will stay there for ever, getting smellier and smellier. (Show the children a 
picture of a rubbish dump as shown below.) 
 
Do you think this is what God would like for out beautiful world? No!! So, today we will look at ways 
of making less rubbish.   

 

Discussion: 

Referring to the pile of rubbish in front of you, ask the children how they think we can make less 

rubbish.  Here are points that you should discuss, although you may need to simplify for the very 

young children: 
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• Use less “stuff”.  As we discussed in our lesson last week, do we really need everything we 

buy?   

• We must all try to use less plastic, tin, glass and paper.   

• Make sure you write on both sides of a piece of paper!   

• Have you noticed how many bottles and cans your family gets rid of each week?   We should 

all try to buy fewer things that come in plastic or glass bottles and cans, although if you have 

to choose, many people feel that it is better for the environment to buy glass rather than 

plastic containers and bottles.  

• Make sure your family takes bags (preferably material ones) with you when you go shopping 

so that you don’t need to buy more plastic bags.   

• Does your family use cling wrap to store food in the fridge?  We should rather use containers 

that can be re-used to store food. 

• If you do have plastic, tin, glass and paper that you need to get rid of, don’t throw in the bin!  

We must rather recycle – we will talk more about this later in our lesson. 

(Explain to the slightly older children that if a plastic bottle lands up on a rubbish dump 

instead of being recycled, it will remain there for up to 450 years before it breaks down.  450 

years is a long time!  Also explain to the older children that some plastics e.g. polystyrene and 

cling wrap, especially “dirty” cling wrap, are not that easy to recycle, so try not to use these 

plastics.  Also, some paper e.g. glossy paper, is harder to recycle, so tell your family to look 

out for magazines made from recycled paper, and buy these instead!) 

• Vegetable and fruit peels do not need to be thrown away – they can be used to make 

compost.    

(Again, depending on the age of your group, you may want to discuss that “used” tea bags, 

eggshells, egg boxes, bread, shredded paper (but not glossy!) and newspapers can also be 

added to the compost heap.  Note that meat, eggs, milk, cheese, bones – anything made of 

protein - cannot be put on a compost heap – this needs to go to a rubbish dump. It is never 

good to throw food away, but especially try not to throw away food that cannot go on a 

compost heap –it is mostly food waste that makes a rubbish dump so smelly! ) 

• Batteries should not be thrown in the dustbin – chemicals in the batteries can leak and make 

their way into our water.  Tell your parents that batteries and other things like broken cell-

phones should be taken to a special place that collects this type of rubbish. (You can tell the 

slightly older children this is known as e-waste. You may want to also mention that it is very 

difficult to recycle a c.d. or dvd, so we should rent our movies and, if possible, download the 

games and music we want to enjoy, rather than buying a copy from the shops. 

• Lego and toys should never be thrown away. Is there someone you know who may enjoy 

playing with the toys with which you no longer play?  Make sure you look after your toys, or 

else there may be no other place for them than the rubbish dump! 

At the end of this discussion, you may want to tell the older kids that the following 5R’s remind us of 

what we should do with our rubbish – for more detail, see the older children’s lesson: 
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1. Refuse 

2. Reduce 

3. Repair 

4. Re-use 

5. Rot 

6. Recycle 

Try to get them to repeat these 6 R’s throughout the rest of the lesson 

 

Activity: 
 Provide a load of rubbish, which should include tin cans, paper, glass bottles, cardboard, different 
types of plastic, newspaper, polystyrene, some fruit and vegetable peels etc.  Depending on your age 
group, you may want to include other items such as “used” tea bags, egg shells, batteries, some 
form of electronic waste etc.  (Make sure your rubbish pile is not too dirty!!) 
 
The children need to sort the rubbish into glass, tin, paper/cardboard, plastic and compost 
(vegetables/fruit), and possibly e-waste.  You may want to divide the children into teams where they 
race to make the biggest piles. 
 
Once the children have finished, inspect the piles – check that they have correctly sorted all the 
rubbish.  Explain that none of this rubbish needs to go to the rubbish dump.  Isn’t that amazing?!!   
 
If there is any rubbish in the original pile, this is the only rubbish that will need to go to the dump. 
Our rubbish dumps will be much smaller if we all recycle!!   
 
You could just have pictures and instead of the children sorting them you could have like a quiz and 
as you hold up a picture they say what could be done with it. 
 
(You may want to discuss with the slightly older children how we can make even our recycling piles 
smaller. Recycling, although better for the environment than adding all our rubbish to a dump, still 
does need energy which has an impact on the environment, so we need to aim to reduce our 
recycling piles as well!  For more on this, see the lesson for the older children) 
 
When you go home today, what are you going to tell your family and friends about today’s lesson? 
(Try to get the children to commit to some form of recycling/ reducing of rubbish etc) 
 

 

Song: 
 

Craft:   
The children can colour in some pictures. 
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Physical activity: To end today’s lesson, let’s have some fun with our rubbish!  There are 
many games that you (or the children) can make up with the rubbish that you have brought.   
 
An example of a game that can be played is “milk bottle catchers”.  As shown in the pictures below, 
the children need to catch a ball using a milk bottle that has been specially cut for the game.  The 
ball can be made out of a laddered stocking that has been rolled up, or a piece of paper that has 
been scrunched up etc. 

 
 

Here are some more ideas: 
 

  
 
 

Prayer: Dear Lord. You made a beautiful world for us to enjoy. Help us to keep it beautiful. May 
we all do what we can to care for our world.  Amen 
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Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To make children aware of what happens to our rubbish 

• To consider ways in which we can reduce our waste, and in so doing look after our beautiful 
world and its resources  

  Attention Grabber/ lesson:  Don’t tell the children that today’s lesson is about recycling, 
although you should mention that we are continuing with our lessons on the Season of Creation. 

 
Read out the following figures and ask the children what they think each of these numbers represent: 
2 weeks; 6 weeks, 1 year, 50 years, 80 years, 100 years, 450 years, 600 years, 1 million years 
 
These figures are the number of years it takes for different parts of our waste to disintegrate - to 
break down / degrade.  
 
Now put up a list of numbers as well as a list of items, as shown in the table below, but mix up the 
items on the right-hand side, and then ask the children to try to match each item with the number of 
years they think it will take for that item to break down. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion: 
So, have you ever wondered where all your rubbish goes?  What happens to your rubbish when you 
throw it into a bin?  A truck may come to take it away, but where is “away”?  (Landfills / rubbish 
dumps) 
Show the children the following picture of a landfill and ask the children what happens to the rubbish 
on the landfill.  (Some of the rubbish may be recovered, recycled and re-used, but most rubbish on 
landfills remains there, and stays there for a very long time!) 

 
 

2 weeks   Paper towel     
6 weeks   Newspaper        
1 year    Cigarette ends    
50 years    Plastic bag    
80 years     Coke can   
100 years     Batteries    
450 years   Plastic bottle    
600 years     Fishing line   
1 million years   Glass     
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Think about how much rubbish you throw out, and how many people live in South Africa.  We produce 
the 15th highest amount of trash in the world! Do you know that these landfill sites are going to be full 
within the next few years, and what do you think will happen next? (We will need to start a landfill 
somewhere else.) 
 
It will be terrible if our earth becomes a massive rubbish dump!  This is most certainly not what God 
intended for our beautiful earth. It is our responsibility to look after the earth and all its resources, so 
what are we going to do about all this rubbish?  
 
(The children will probably be able to offer a number of suggestions, but do ensure that you discuss 
the following points: 
 

When discarding of our rubbish, we need to remember the 6 R’s: 

1. Refuse:  As discussed in our lesson last week, do we really NEED everything we buy?  Do we NEED 

to replace our “stuff” as often as we do? Do we NEED the latest and greatest of everything?   

Furthermore, it is also important to realise that some plastics e.g. polystyrene and cling wrap, 

especially “dirty” cling wrap, are not that easy to recycle, so try not to use these plastics.  Also, 

some paper e.g. glossy paper, is harder to recycle, so tell your family to look out for magazines 

made from recycled paper, and buy these instead!) 

2. Reduce: Try to use less plastic, cans, glass and paper. Even though all these materials can be 

recycled, energy is needed to recycle, and this has an effect on the environment.   So, rather use 

containers to store food than wrap in plastic; bring your own bag when you go shopping to carry 

your bought items rather than buying another plastic bag; Don’t buy bottled water – did you know 

that almost every hour, 250 000 plastic bottles are dumped?    

It is also important to note that many people consider glass bottles to be a better option than 

plastic bottles. 

Try to reduce the amount of paper you use.  Write on both sides of a piece of paper.  If possible, 

try to convert from using paper to an electronic device, and download books and music rather 

than buying paperbacks and CD’s. Did you know that CD’s are one of the few things that can’t be 

recycled?!  Also, did you know that a glossy magazine requires more energy to recycle than a 

magazine made of recycled paper – keep this in mind when you next shop for a magazine. 

3. Re-use:  Give things such as toys that you no longer use to someone else. Did you know that 

LEGO, for example, will “never in a million years” degrade?!!  So make sure it does not land up on 

a rubbish dump!!   Also, try to fix and repair things that have broken or are not in perfect 

condition instead of simply throwing away. 

Again, if you have plastic bags, re-use rather than recycle – recycling is actually one the last 

options you should consider when discarding your waste 

“Upcycle” your waste – do something useful with your waste.  Make something out of your 

rubbish e.g. C.D.s can be used to make jewellery. Some people use “upcycling” to make a living – 

they make stuff that can be sold. 

4. Repair: What happens if you tear your jeans or loose a button on your shirt? Do you think you 

need to throw it away? No! it can be repaired – fixed!  Same thing if something breaks around the 
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house – it is far better to repair the item than having to buy a new one.  This saves a lot of money 

and also helps the planet.  

5. Rot:  Have you ever smelt a landfill? – it is never a pleasant smell!!  This is mostly due to food 

waste.  A methane-rich gas, which has 21 times more impact as a greenhouse gas than carbon 

dioxide is produced by food on a landfill and is therefore a significant contributor to climate 

change.   

The good news is that most of your food waste does not need to land up on a rubbish dump – 

much of this waste can be used to make compost.  This includes vegetable and fruit peels and 

apple cores, eggshells and bread. “Used” tea bags, egg boxes, shredded paper (but not glossy!) 

and newspapers can also be added.  Finely crushed up eggshells can also be thrown into the 

garden as it is very good for the soil. 

Unfortunately protein e.g. meat, eggs, milk, cheese, bones, yoghurt cannot be put onto a compost 

heat – this waste needs to go to a rubbish dump.  It is never good to throw away food, but 

especially try not to throw away food that cannot go on a compost heap! 

6. Recycle:  As mentioned earlier, recycling is the last of the 6 R’s, because it is one of the last 

options we should consider when getting rid of our rubbish.  Again, as mentioned before, 

recycling involves energy, which has an environmental effect.   Furthermore, poisonous gases are 

often produced during the recycling process.   

However, it is still better to recycle than for these items to land up on a rubbish dump. Did you 

know that a recycled can saves enough money to power a television for 3 hours?!  (This is because 

it costs more money and energy to mine the metal for the can)  

Perhaps here we should add a 7th R – Respect!  All the materials that are used to make anything come 

from the earth.  We need to cultivate a respect for all our natural resources – caring for our Planet 

Earth – God’s Creation! 

 

Activity:   
 

This activity should be done outside.  Empty a bag of rubbish onto the ground –depending on the 

size of the class, you may need a few bags of rubbish.  Try to include the following in the pile of 

rubbish: tin cans, paper, glass bottles, plastic bottles, cardboard, newspaper, polystyrene, fruit and 

vegetable peels, eggshells, batteries, bones, mouldy cheese; bread, “used” tea bags, possibly some 

form of electronic waste.  This may not be a very pleasant exercise but explain to the children that 

THIS is what we are giving back to the earth!!    

During this activity, the children need to sort the rubbish into the following piles: paper, plastic, 

cans, glass, tetrapak, compost and e-waste.  You may need to provide the children with disposable 

gloves or plastic bags to cover their hands as they sort through the rubbish.  You can possibly divide 

the children into teams where they race to make the biggest piles.   

You may prefer for the children to first sort the rubbish before explaining the meaning of tetrapak 

and e-waste.  Tetrapak is the carton that fruit juices and longlife milk are often sold – these cartons 

contain cardboard, plastic and aluminium foil.  These cartons are not as easy to recycle as cartons 
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made from just cardboard, but there are places where this type of packaging can be taken to be 

recycled. If a product is made of Tetrapak, this will be mentioned on the packaging. 

E-waste is where broken cell-phones and all other electronic equipment should be taken for safe 

disposal.  It is here that useful parts from our electrical equipment will be removed and reused.  

Batteries should never be sent to a rubbish dump – chemicals in the batteries can leak and make 

their way into our water.  Shops such as Macro have E-waste collection depots and many of the 

Woolworths branches have collection boxes for batteries and energy light bulbs.  

Once the children have completed the activity, inspect the piles – check that they have correctly 

sorted all the rubbish.  Explain that none of this rubbish needs to go to the rubbish dump.  Isn’t that 

amazing?!!  If there is any rubbish in the original pile, this is the only rubbish that will need to go to 

the dump. Our rubbish dumps will be much smaller if we all recycle!!   

We should, however, be aiming to reduce the size of all these piles!  Here is something to think 

about: A lady called Bea Johnson has written a book called “Zero Waste Home”. In this book she 

describes how her family produces just one jar of rubbish per year, and this includes all recyclable 

material!! 

How is this possible? Here are some ideas: 

• Where possible, buy your food without packaging - buy meat from a butcher rather than a 

supermarket. The meat can then be bought without all the packaging.  You can put your 

meat directly into a container that you have brought with you.  Similarly, buy bread that 

does not come in a plastic bag - bring your own bag to place your bread in – the lady who 

wrote “Zero waste home” uses a pillow case!  Even better, make your own bread, cake and 

biscuits!  Buy your fruit and vegetables from a shop where the fruit and vegetables are not 

pre-packaged, or even better, grow your own!!  Instead of buying fruit juice, which always 

comes in a bottle or a carton, squeeze your fruit and make your own!  If you buy a “take-

away” meal, bring your own container – refuse the packaging!  Don’t take a straw for your 

drink – it just adds to our waste. 

• As mentioned before, take your own bags with you whenever you go shopping. 

• Lunches for school should be placed in containers which can be re-used, not in plastic 

sandwich bags or wrapped in cling wrap, which will be thrown away after one use. 

• Make use of natural things such as lemons for cleaning agents. 

Does this all seem a little inconvenient?  Well, it is!! What we are talking about today is an 

inconvenient truth!!  

Explain to the children that the intention of today’s lesson is to raise the awareness of the amount of 

waste we produce and the effect our waste has on the environment.  We all need to make lifestyle 

changes and we also need to encourage those around us to make these changes – perhaps you can 

be part of an initiative to set up recycling bins at your church and in your school.   

Today’s lesson should also challenge us to think about ways in which we can reduce our rubbish.  

Here are a few things to think about: 

• Why does toothpaste need to come in a box? - can we not just buy the tube?  

• Do toys really need so much packaging? 
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• Why can’t milk and fruit juice be sold in glass bottles? The bottles can be returned to the 

shop, sterilised and re-used – this is the way milk and fruit juice was sold to us many years 

ago. 

• In America, you can take a container to the shop, fill with flour, rice etc instead of buying 

these products in a packet – why can’t this be done in South Africa? 

(Perhaps ask the children if they can think of any other ways that we can reduce our rubbish / 

packaging) 

Response: 

Ask each child what their response is to today’s lesson.  Encourage each child to make a 

commitment to some form of action based on today’s lesson.   Discuss where you can take 

recyclable waste in your area. 

If time, give each child a piece of paper to write down one thing they have learnt from today’s 

lesson. These pieces of paper can be put on a notice board to raise the awareness of others of the 

need to reduce our waste. 

 

Prayer:   Dear God.  We thank you for our beautiful world and all its resources.  As stewards of 
the earth it is our responsibility to care for our environment.  Please help to really try to avoid too 
much rubbish and to be responsible about getting rid of  it in the right way. Amen 
 

Living God Where there is waste, let us bring recycling, 

Where there is recycling, let us bring reuse, 

Where there is reuse, let us bring sustainability, 

Where there is sustainability, let us bring justice, 

Where there is justice, let us bring love 

 

Physical Activity:  
To end today’s lesson, let’s have some fun with our rubbish!  There are many games that you (or 
the children) can make up with the rubbish that you have brought for today’s lesson.   
 
An example of a game which can be played is “milk bottle catchers”.  As shown in the younger 
group section 
 
OR 
 

Bottle Skittles. 

Set up skittles made from 2lt cold drink bottles, small bleach bottles, or tall dishwashing detergent 

bottles. (Put about an inch of sand in the bottom of the bottles; the pins will still be easy to bowl 
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down, but the bottles won't fall as easily as they would if there was no sand in them.)  Mark each 

with a number.  

Children take turns in “bowling” at the skittles.  Each child can keep a score of the  points earned 

from the skittles they’ve knocked over  

Newspaper Relay: 

Divide children into two teams.  Provide each team with a stack of newspapers or old magazines 

and have team members divide the stack evenly among themselves. Set up a paper bag or 

recycle bin or box at a finish line. At a signal, the first member of the team carries his or her stack 

of newspaper to the finish line, deposits it in the container, runs back to the team, and taps the 

next person in line.  

Tumbling Towers: 

This activity can be done one team at a time. Provide a recycle bin full of clean tins of various 

sizes coffee tins food tins, tuna tins, etc).  At a signal, children have 2 minutes to stack the cans 

one atop another. As a team, each child takes a turn at stacking the cans one atop the other to 

build a tower. The team who builds the tallest tower without it falling over, wins.  

 
 

References: 
www.zerowastehome.com 
http://www.monkeyland.co.za/south-african-waste-facts_article_op_view_id_2790 
https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/docs/waste_management_facts.pdf 
Special thanks to Noeleen Mullett – JAIE / EcoAct 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.zerowastehome.com/
http://www.monkeyland.co.za/south-african-waste-facts_article_op_view_id_2790
https://www.environment.gov.za/sites/default/files/docs/waste_management_facts.pdf
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Wonderful Creation 

25 September 2022 
Reading:   Genesis 1 
Theme:  Wonderful Creation 
Memory verse: “God saw all that God had made, and it was very good.” Gen 1:31 
  

Information for the teacher: 
In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth, and it was all good! 
 
Today, the first lesson in our Season of Creation series for this year, we celebrate our beautiful world. 
We gain a greater appreciation for all things great and small – the miracles of nature which we all too 
often take for granted, or of which we are not even aware - the simple rising of the sun, the rhythm of 
the tides, a thunderstorm, the birth of a baby, the blossoms on a tree, birds singing at the break of 
dawn, a spider spinning its web, crystal clear streams – the list is endless......... 
 
Consider this meditation entitled “Earth Ball” by Olaf Skarsholt: 
 

 
 
 
Through today’s lesson, may we gain a new sense of wonder for all Creation and may we pledge a new 
respect for the world in which we live.   
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Note:  Most of the ideas in this lesson are suitable for both younger and older children.  Therefore, 
only one lesson plan has been provided, although some parts of the lesson have been divided into 
a younger and older children’s section. 

 
Lesson Objectives: 

• To gain an appreciation all Creation, in particular for all creatures great and small 

• To realise that all creatures have a role to play in the web of life, and that we are to look 
after and respect all Creation 

 

 Attention Grabber:  
If possible, encourage your children to come dressed in a way that celebrates spring and God’s 
awesome creation. Perhaps organise a spring hat competition.  
You may want to decorate your meeting area with flowers and pictures as a reminder of our 
beautiful world. 
Explain to the children that today is the beginning of spring. During September we celebrate the 
Season of Creation where we are reminded of the beautiful world around us. Today we are 
specifically celebrating all creatures great and small!!   
 
 

Songs - Sing a few songs of praise  
 

 

  Bible Story: Genesis 1 (The story of Creation) 
Very briefly revise the story of Creation.  Perhaps have a few pictures to show the children as you 
revise the story.  You may like to make use of the words that follow: 
 
In the beginning there was darkness. God spoke and said, “Let there be light.” 
God made the sun to shine in the day and the moon and stars to shine in the night. 
God said, “Let there be sky and land and sea.” And so it was. 
God made the fish and creatures that swim in the sea. 
God made the birds that fly in the air and every animal that lives on the land 
God made the first man and called him Adam. God made the first woman and called her Eve. 
 
In the beginning, when the world was new, God saw all that was made, and it was very good!  
 
 

Activity and discussion: 

For the younger children:  Take the children on a bug hunt.  How many bugs or small animals can 
you find?  Perhaps allow the children to dig in the soil to hopefully find more creatures.  During this 
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time, try to also make use of other senses e.g. encourage the children to smell the flowers.  Listen to 
the sounds around you – try to block out “man-made sounds”.  What can you hear?  Ask the children 
what they most like about God’s Creation.   
 
Also ask the children if there are any animals/creatures which they do not like e.g. spiders, 
mosquitoes, lizards, snakes, bats, chameleons, owls etc.  Sometimes children step on small creatures 
just for “fun”.  Explain that God made all things - great and small. Each animal has an important role 
to play in the world, and we must look after all of God’s creatures. 
 
For the older children:  Go on a scavenger hunt. In groups, give the children a few minutes to collect 
objects from God’s creation. They need to try to find an object for each letter of the alphabet e.g. a – 
ant, b -branch.  (Note that they collect something that is natural e.g. a bottle should not be included 
in their collection) They must try to bring as many of these objects back to the group, but this may 
not always be possible to do – check for example if they are allowed to pick flowers.  Provide each 
group with a bag to place their collection. At the end of the scavenger hunt, each group can display 
what they found.  Which group was able to represent the most letters of the alphabet in their 
collection?  Ensure that the children return any bugs that they may have collected to where the bugs 
were originally found. 

 
 

 Craft and activities:  

A number of crafts and activities follow. Choose ideas that you think will work best for your group. 
Younger children: 

• There are many bug-making crafts that the children will enjoy.   Here are a few examples:  

 

 
  

Using egg cartons to make bugs 
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• Create a collage pot.  Each child can be given a tin can or a paper cup.  The children can 
decorate the “pot” with pictures from used magazines which reflect our beautiful world e.g. 
flowers, waterfalls, forests etc.  Another option is for the children to decorate their pots with 
bug prints as shown below. Then give each child some soil and a seed/s to plant in the “pot”.  
Remind the children that they will need to water the seed/s.   
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• Creation banner: The children can glue pictures of Creation from used magazines onto a poster.  
If you don’t have magazines, the children can fill the poster with pictures that they have drawn.  
Encourage them to draw all aspects of God’s Creation e.g. sun, moon, trees, flowers, water falls, 
animals, people 

 
Older children:  The older children will enjoy the following True or False questions.  They may prefer 
to work in groups for this activity.  Each child / group can be given a piece of paper where they write 
down their answer for each question.  (All the answers are True!!)   
 

1. No two zebras have the same striped patterns 

2. Tapeworms can live for 35 years 

3. It takes 2 years for a pineapple to grow to its full size 

4. It is possible for a female cat to be responsible for the birth of 20 736 kittens in 4 years 

5. The arctic tern is a bird which flies from the north pole to the south pole each year.  When 

added up over a lifetime, the total journey of the bird is the same as a trip to the moon 

and back! 

6. It takes 22 months for a baby elephant to be born 

7. It takes 6 months for a baby elephant to learn how to control its trunk 

8. Snakes smell with their tongues. 

9. A new born giraffe is nearly 2 m tall 

10. Dolphins sleep with one eye open 

11. All ants in the world weigh more than all the people in the world put together 

12. A blue whale’s tongue weighs more than most elephants 

13. Snails can “sleep” for up to 3 years at a time 

14. Goldfish need light to keep their colour 

15. There are about one billion bacteria in a teaspoon of soil. 

16. Frogs can drink water through their skin. 

17. Sharks don’t have any bones. 

18. Snakes don’t have eyelids. 

19. More than half the oxygen that we breathe comes from the ocean 

20. The Riverine Rabbit is the most endangered rabbit in the world. 

 
After the quiz, discuss with the children that we have learnt some amazing facts about the world 
around us.  It is very important to realize that we look after all creatures, even those we do not like 
e.g. spiders, mosquitoes, lizards, snakes, bats, chameleons, owls etc.  Each animal, not matter how 
small, is an amazing part of creation and has an important role in the web of life.  We need to 
respect all parts of God’s Creation. 
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• Wrap-up: 

Encourage the children to respond in some way to this lesson. Perhaps they would like to illustrate 
one of the facts that they have just learnt on a poster which can then be placed on a board to raise 
everyone’s awareness to our awesome creation. They may like to prepare a skit or a song based on 
the lesson for today, or write a creation prayer and then illustrate it – an example of such a prayer 
follows: 
 

Prayer: 
Younger children:  If possible, sing the following song with the children: 

All things bright and beautiful 
All creatures great and small 
All things wise and wonderful 
The Lord God made them all 

 
Lord God, we thank you for all that you have made 

Thank you God for spotted lady birds 
Dangling spiders 

Bees in trees 
And for creepy crawlies that live under rocks 

(Ask the children if they have any other creatures they would like to thank God for) 
Amen 

 
Older children:  If possible, sit outside.  Encourage the children to sit quietly and listen to the sounds 
around them. Try to block out “man-made sounds” – listen to the natural sounds such as the birds; 
the wind rustling the leaves. 
 
After a while, read the meditation found in the introduction to this lesson entitled “Earth Ball” by 
Olaf Skarscholt. 
 

Snack:  Organise a picnic to celebrate the beginning of Spring. Play outside games if time. 
The younger children may enjoy playing “I spy” 
 
Extension:  Celebrating God’s creation and developing an awareness of our beautiful world should 
not be limited to one lesson of the year. Always be on the look out for activities organised by your 
local community or botanical gardens e.g. frog walks; bat talks; bird spotting; star gazing etc and 
encourage your children to attend such events. 
 
References: 
Season of Creation, Anglican Church of Southern Africa 
Special thanks to Noeleen Mullett – JAIE / EcoAct 
www.sermons4kids.com 
 
  

http://www.sermons4kids.com/
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We are all connected  
2 October 2022 

Theme: Interconnectedness  
Memory verse: “If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, they 
will not be convinced even if someone were to rise from the dead” (Lk 
16:31)  
  

Information for the teacher: 
 
What if I told you that we are all connected? Not just human beings, but all creation. We are all one. The birds, 

bees, trees and all the fish in the sea. We are all connected. How might this be? Well, all creatures big and small, 

have the breath of God within them. We are all given life from the Creator God.  All creation reveals something 

about the grace and love of God. Jesus shows us this interconnectedness many times in the Scriptures. In the 

Gospel of John, Jesus says “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit (Jn 15:5). Jesus even likens himself to a hen wanting to protect her chicks (Matthew 23:37). Many of 

his parables make use of nature (like the mustard seed) as a way of explaining the Kingdom of God.  

 

When we see ourselves as connected to nature as opposed to being dominant over it, our mindset changes. 

Perhaps we may minimize the killing of animals, cutting of trees and pollution for the sake of making exceeding 

profits. In many of our cultures, there exists guardian animals which protect and guide us within the spiritual 

realm. This again reveals the majestic connectedness we have. Today, God is calling us to remember that we 

are destroying our earth and essentially destroying ourselves. 

 
This interconnectedness can be found in the prayer canticle of saint Francis of Assisi who refers to the sun as 

our brother and the moon as our sister ( find full prayer on 

https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2015/06/04/canticle-of-brother-sun-and-sister-moon-of-st-francis-of-assisi/) 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://ignatiansolidarity.net/blog/2015/06/04/canticle-of-brother-sun-and-sister-moon-of-st-francis-of-assisi/
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives:  

• To make children aware of our connectedness to all creation  

• To alert them that in many ways if we destroy the earth, we are destroying ourselves  

• To create a sense of caring for all creation  

 Attention Grabber: 
 Make the children stand in a line (side to side) while holding hands. Then, give them all different 

names (some will be cows, birds, insects, humans, plants, trees, and even water…). Then, ask the 

person at the beginning of the line to squeeze the next person’s hand. Tell them that once they feel 

their hand being squeezed, they must squeeze the person next to them (creating a ripple like effect) 

until it reaches the last persons hand (make sure they do not squeeze so hard that it hurts). Explain to 

them that we are all connected (animals, humans and plants) in the world. The squeezing of hands 

represents how we harm and destroy creation. So, when we hurt the environment, we are also hurting 

ourselves. 

Or 
Role Play: Place three objects or plants that will represent three trees in the classroom. Tell the 

children that trees give us oxygen and we need them to live. Then tell them that because sometimes 

humans are greedy, we cut down many trees. Get three children to be tree cutters and then ask the 

rest of the children to role play (act) what would happen to them if those trees being cut were the 

only trees on the planet. Ask them to act how they would possibly lose oxygen and stop breathing. 

Note: this is not to scare the children but create a platform to talk about what we can do to save our 

planet. 

 

Discussion: 
Keeping with the theme that we are all connected, briefly explain that Jesus teaches:   

o that we should care about everybody, especially for those in need, those close to us, for the 

poor, the sick, disabled, sad and hurting. We should also care about the environment. We 

have mistreated our home the earth, by pollution, water wastage, killing animals etc.  

o You may also share various passages of Jesus using nature to explain the Kingdom of God (for 

examples see John 15:1-5, Matthew 13:31-32 and Matthew 24:32). 

Activity: 
Nature Walk: Let the children take a nature walk in the garden. Each of them must find something in 
nature that relates and connects to them. Each one should briefly present their nature item and tell 
the class:  

• What is it? 

• Why did you choose it? 

• What does it say about God? 
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  Song: 

 

 

Craft:   

For both younger and older children: Create your own pot plant. 

Get the necessary container, soil and seed/s. Allow the children to 

play a role in the process (some 

can add the soil, some can add 

water, the seeds etc.). When 

you are complete, place the 

plant in a special place (where it can receive 

sunlight and water) and then allow the group to 

give it a name  

 

 

Or 

Let the children design their own handprint poster. You will need a large sheet of 

paper (A3 paper or combination of A4 papers), hand paint/acrylic paint and lots of 

hands. Encourage the children to also add objects of nature in the poster (like 

leaves, twigs, sand etc.). This gives emphasis to us all being connected. Here some 

creative examples of how it could be done:   
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For both younger and older children: Create your own pot plant. Get the necessary container, soil 

and seed/s. Allow the children to play a role in the process (some can add the soil, some can add 

water, the seeds etc.). When you have planted the plant put it in a special place (where it can 

receive sunlight and water) and then allow the group to give it a name (see some examples here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mykRRg0NDjQ)  

 
Prayer: Canticle Prayer by Saint Francis: 
Praised be You my Lord with all Your creatures, 
 especially Sir Brother Sun, 
 Who is the day through whom You give us light. 
 And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour, 
 Of You Most High, he bears the likeness. 
 
 Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars, 
 In the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair. 
 
 Praised be You, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air, 
 And fair and stormy, all weather's moods, 
 by which You cherish all that You have made. 
 
 Praised be You my Lord through Sister Water, 
 So useful, humble, precious and pure.” 
Amen 
 
 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To make children aware of our connectedness to all creation  

• To alert them that in many aspects if we destroy the earth, we are destroying ourselves  

• To create a sense of caring for all creation 

  Attention Grabber/ lesson:   

Ask the children to close their eyes. Then ask them to take deep breathes in and out (about three 

times). Once they are relaxed, they can open their eyes. Ask them what happens if we stop breathing 

(bottom line is that we die). Then ask them what makes them breathe (They may answer saying the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mykRRg0NDjQ
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following; their lungs, the air, or even God). But then tell them that it is the trees. Explain to them that 

without trees, there will be no oxygen for us to breathe. We depend on the trees for oxygen, and the 

trees depend on us for carbon dioxide (what we breathe out). We are connected to each other in that 

way. So, to kill the trees Is to kill ourselves.  This is also true with plants and animals. 

Or 

Make the children stand in a line (side to side) while holding hands. Then, give them all different names 

(some will be cows, birds, insects, humans, plants, trees, and even water…). Then, ask the person at the 

beginning of the line to squeeze the next persons hand. Tell them that once their feel their hands being 

squeezed, they must squeeze the person next to them (creating a ripple like effect) until it reaches the 

last persons hand (make sure they do not badly hurt each other in the process). Explain to them that 

we are all connected (animals, humans and plants) in the world. The squeezing of hands represents how 

we harm and destroy creation. So, when we hurt the environment, we are also hurting ourselves  

 

Discussion: 

Keeping with the theme that we are all connected, ask the children what they think is the central or 

most important message of the gospel. What do  they think Jesus was trying to teach people?   

 

The message Jesus is trying to teach us is that God loves us and that  we in turn should love others  and 

care about everybody, especially those most in need . We are also to care about the environment.  We 

should love our home the earth. And be aware that when we litter or pollute the water and the earth 

and destroy plants and trees we are harming ourselves as well as the earth.   

 

Jesus thought so much about the environment and cared for it. How do we know this?  

If we read the bible Jesus use many images from nature so to explain the Kingdom of God (for examples 

see John 15:1-5, Matthew 13:31-32 and Matthew 24:32) and to tell us about god’s love  

 

Activity 
 

Nature Walk: Let the children take a nature walk in the garden. Each of them must find something in 

nature that relates and connects to them. Each one should briefly present their nature item and tell 

the class:  

• What is it? 

• Why did you choose it? 

• What does it say about God? 

 

Or if you have not already done it 
 
The older children will enjoy the following True or False questions.  They may prefer to work in groups 

for this activity.  Each child / group can be given a piece of paper where they write down their answer 

for each question.  (All the answers are True!!)    
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1. No two zebras have the same striped patterns 

2. Tapeworms can live for 35 years 

3. It takes 2 years for a pineapple to grow to its full size 

4. It is possible for a female cat to be responsible for the birth of 20 736 kittens in 4 years 

5. The arctic tern is a bird which flies from the north pole to the south pole each year.  When 

added up over a lifetime, the total journey of the bird is the same as a trip to the moon and 

back! 

6. It takes 22 months for a baby elephant to be born 

7. It takes 6 months for a baby elephant to learn how to control its trunk 

8. Snakes smell with their tongues. 

9. A newborn giraffe is about 2 m tall 

10. Dolphins sleep with one eye open 

11. All ants in the world weigh more than all the people in the world put together 

12. A blue whale’s tongue weighs more than most elephants 

13. Snails can “sleep” for up to 3 years at a time 

14. Goldfish need light to keep their colour 

15. There are about one billion bacteria in a teaspoon of soil. 

16. Frogs can drink water through their skin. 

17. Sharks don’t have any bones. 

18. Snakes don’t have eyelids. 

19. More than half the oxygen that we breathe comes from the ocean 

20. The Riverine Rabbit is the most endangered rabbit in the world. 

 

After the quiz, discuss with the children that we have learnt some amazing facts about the 

world around us.  It is very important to realize that we look after all creatures, even those we 

do not like e.g. spiders, mosquitoes, lizards, snakes, bats, chameleons, owls etc.  Each animal, 

not matter how small, is an amazing part of creation and has an important role in the web of 

life.  We need to respect all parts of God’s Creation. 

 

Or  

place different action pictures in a container. Ask the children to collect the pictures and place them 

on the board/ or simply name them either under “destroying the earth” or “caring for the 

earth.” Examples are as follows: 
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Destroying the Earth Caring for the Earth 
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Or 

 
  Go on a scavenger hunt. In groups, give the children a few minutes to collect objects from God’s 

creation. They need to try to find an object for each letter of the alphabet e.g. a – ant, b -branch.  (Note 

that they collect something that is natural e.g. a bottle should not be included in their collection) They 

must try to bring as many of these objects back to the group, but this may not always be possible to 

do – check for example if they are allowed to pick flowers.  Provide each group with a bag to place 

their collection. At the end of the scavenger hunt, each group can display what they found.  Which 

group was able to represent the most letters of the alphabet in their collection?  Ensure that the 

children return any bugs that they may have collected to where the bugs were originally found. 

 

 

Craft: 

For both younger and older children: Create your own pot plant. Get the necessary container, soil 

and seed/s. Allow the children to play a role in the process (some can add the soil, some can add water, 

the seeds etc.). When you are complete, place the plant in a special place (where it can receive sunlight 

and water) and then allow the group to give it a name  

(See Lesson for the Younger Children) 

Prayer:  Consider praying the Canticle prayer of Saint Francis: 

As found in the younger group section.  

  
 
Play a game outside.   
OR 
Have a race or a relay race if you have many children. Each child needs to carry a cup full of water 
and run the race and the winner is the one who still has the most water in the cup. 
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God’s hidden plan                              
(The story of Esther) 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 9th October 2022 

 
Readings:   Esther 1-9 
Theme:  God is always with us 
Memory verse: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for the teacher: 
  
Today’s story of Esther is full of mystery and intrigue.  Mordecai, the Jew, refuses to bow down to the King’s 
second-in-command, Haman, and so Haman declares that all Jews will be killed.  Until this point, Queen Esther, 
who is married to the King of Persia, has hidden her Jewish identity, but she realises that she needs to reveal it 
in order to save her people.  Upon this revelation, the King overturns Haman’s decree of a Jewish massacre, and 
so a day of sadness and mourning becomes a day of joyous celebrations for the Jews. 
 
Jews still celebrate the day that Esther saved their nation from destruction.  This is known as the Purim festival. 
Its name is derived from the Hebrew word, “pur”, which means “casting lots” – Haman used lots to choose the 
day on which day the Jewish massacre was to take place. 
 
The concept of concealment is the central theme throughout Purim, firstly as a reminder of Esther, who initially 
concealed or hid her identity as a Jew.  Furthermore, God appears to be hidden in the story as the word “God” 
is never mentioned, however the work of God is clearly evident, and this omission actually reinforces the theme 
of concealment – God is always with us, even though this may not always seem apparent. The story of Esther is 
a story of seemingly disconnected events and “co-incidences”, but God is present and this ultimately results in 
the salvation of the Jewish people. 
 
Today we will enjoy some of the customs and traditions of the Purim Festival.  In line with the theme of 
concealment, the Jews dress up in disguise and it is customary to eat “hidden” foods – foods with a filling.  
Purim is a time of tapping into the power of laughter – a time to celebrate that God is always with us, and that 
no matter how bad things seem, we must never give up hope. 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
 
Lesson Objectives: 

• To learn about the story of Esther 

• To enjoy some of the customs and traditions of the Jewish Purim Festival, which remembers 
the story of Esther and celebrates that God is always with us. 
 

 Attention Grabber: 
Last week, you may have mentioned to your children to dress for today’s lesson in a way that 
no-one can recognise them.  If not, perhaps have dress-up items available for children to put on 
as they arrive in class today – hats, sunglasses, masks, wigs etc.   Try to work out who each 
person is under their disguise.   
 
Another option is for each child to make a mask before the start of the lesson.  A template for a 
mask can be found at the end of the lesson. The children can colour-in their masks and perhaps 
add a few decorations.  Just ensure that this part of the lesson does not take up too much time.  
You may want to take a photo of the children with their masks. 
 

 
 
 
Explain that today’s story is about a Queen who hid who she really was. 

 
 
 
 

  Bible Story: The story of Esther (Esther 1-9) 
 
God’s people were still not living in their homeland.  But God had not forgotten about them.  God 
still loved them very much as today’s story will tell.   
 
Listen carefully to the story – it’s a bit like a fairy tale!!   
(Pictures to help you tell the story can be found at the end of the lesson) 



118 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

The story of Esther 

The king of the land in which God’s people were living was looking for a queen, so he ordered a 
search to find the most beautiful girl in the land. 
 
Now in this land there was a man of God called Mordecai. He looked after his beautiful cousin 
Esther, who no longer had a mother or a father.  The King chose her to be his queen. 
 
Before she became Queen, Mordecai warned Esther not to tell the King that she was one of God’s 
people. This was because God’s people, the Jews worshipped a different God from the Persian King 
and the Persians wanted to kill the Jews. If the king knew she was Jewish then he would maybe no 
longer want her to be queen. 
 
Now also living in this Kingdom was a man called Haman who worked for the king. Haman thought 
he was a very important person and so Haman wanted everyone to bow down to him, and 
everyone did, except for ........ Mordecai.  (Can you think why?) 
 
When Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow down to him, he was very angry.  Haman wanted 
to find a way to get rid of Mordecai as well as all of God’s people.  And so Haman went to the king, 
telling him that there was a group of people in his Kingdom who had their own laws and did not 
keep the laws of the King, and that the king should get rid of them all. 
 
And so the king made a law that this group of people should be killed. 
 
Mordecai was sad and scared. He went to Esther and told her what was planned for their people. 
He begged her to ask the king to save them.  “Only you can do it!” he said. 
 
Esther was very scared to go to the king - if anyone went to the king without being asked, he or she 
could be put to death, unless the king was pleased to see them.  But Esther knew she had to do this 
to save her people. 
 
So Esther went to the king. (What do you think happened?) 
 
The king was very pleased to see Esther.  “What is it that you want?” he asked.  Esther asked that 
the King and Haman join her for dinner the following night. 
 
And so the following night, Queen Esther had dinner with the King and Haman.  It was here that 
Esther told the king that she was one of God’s people, and that Haman was plotting to get rid of all 
of her people.  The king was furious!  And so instead of getting rid of God’s people, the king got rid 
of Haman. 
 
Esther was then given all that Haman had owned and Mordecai was dressed in royal robes.  For 
God’s people it a time of happiness and joy. 
 
Queen Esther had saved her people! 
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Review questions: 
1. Who was the queen of the land? 
2. Who was given a high position in the land and wanted everyone to bow to him? 
3. Who would not bow to this person? 
4. Why did Mordecai ask Esther to speak to the King? 
5. Was Esther able to save God’s people? 
6. What happened to Haman? 

 

Discussion: 
 
What are some of your favourite stories?  
What are some of your favourite bible stories? 
What festivals do we celebrate as Christians? Why do we celebrate them? 
 
Every year the story of Esther is remembered by Jewish people.  They have a special festival where 
they remember how Esther saved her people. 
 
During the festival, the people dress so that no-one knows who they are, just as we did at the 
beginning of the lesson.  The people do this to remember that Esther did not let the king know she 
was one of God’s people until much later in the story – Esther hid who she really was. 
 
Do you think God was with the people in the story we have learnt about today?  Do you think that 
God was part of the plan to save the people?  (Yes!! God is always with us and was definitely part of 
the plan to save the people) 
 
And so this festival is lots of fun and filled with laughter - it is a happy time because the people 
remember that God is always there with us, looking after us, just as God looked after the people in 
the story of Esther. 
 

Craft: 
Part of the festival is to make fun of Haman, the person who tried to get rid of God’s people.  Today 
we are going to make a gragger.  Graggers are noise-makers used during the festival to drown out 
the sound of Haman's name when the story of Esther is read. 
As shown in the pictures below a gragger can be made from many things e.g. plastic bottles, paper 
plates, paper cups, toilet rolls.  Rice or uncooked pasta is placed in the gragger to make the noise.  
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As shown in the last picture on the previous page, symbols to represent the different characters of 
the story can be added to the rice mixture or stuck onto the gragger.  Here are examples of symbols 
that you can use: 
Crown – King 
Mask –Esther 
Heart – Mordecai  (Mordecai was a good man and looked after Esther) 
Triangle – Haman (Tradition has it that Haman wore a triangular hat) 
 

 
 
You may want to send a copy of the story home with each child as well as instructions to shake the 
gragger each time Haman’s name is mentioned. 
      

Review of lesson: 
Repeat the story of Esther - this time the children make a noise with their graggers whenever 
Haman’s name is mentioned. 
 
If your children were not able to make graggers because of lack of materials or time, you can simply 
give each child something that makes a noise e.g. a spoon banging on a pot lid or a shaker, drum etc 
so that they are still able to take part in this activity. 
 

Snacks:  A number of snacks which the Jews enjoy during the Purim festival can be found in 
the older children’s section.   
 
These snacks include “hidden” foods.  A hidden food is anything with a filling – you don’t know 
what’s inside e.g. apple pie.  Should you decide to give your class a “hidden” food, then begin by 
asking them if they can guess what is inside the snack. Explain that the filling is hidden, just like 
Esther hid who she really was. 
 
As already mentioned, Purim is a time of great laughter, and part of the festival is to make fun of 
Haman.  Tradition has it that Haman wore a triangular hat, and so one of the most well-known 
snacks associated with Purim is hamentashen, which is triangular in shape.  It also has a filling. 
 
Again, according to tradition, Haman’s ears were twisted as part of his punishment, and so “pig’s 
ears” are another of the snacks.  Haman fingers (a version of Baklava) are also popular. 
 
Recipes for some of these snacks can be found at the end of the lesson.  Some of these foods can 
also be found in our shops.  Pictures of all these snacks can be found in the older children’s section. 
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  Physical activity: 

• Dance - Jewish people love to dance!  One of the most famous songs is Hava Nagila, which 
means “Let’s rejoice and be happy”. The music to this song can be found on YouTube. 

• Or do another dance that you know. 

• Play a hiding game- here is an example of a hiding game: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• As part of the festival fun many games are played.  An example of a game is “Throw sponges 
at Haman”.  Haman’s face is drawn on a board.  Players then try to hit the face with wet 
sponges.   If they succeed they are given a sweet. 

Prayer:  Dear Lord. We thank you that you love and care for us all so much and are always with 
us.  Amen 
 

 
 

Button, Button, who’s got the Button? 
 The group sits or stands in a circle and holds their hands together in front of them. 
One person takes the button and goes around the circle, pretending to put the 
button in someone else’s hands. They actually put the button in one person’s hands, 
but then continue the rest of the way around the circle, pretending to put it in 
everyone else’s hands. Then going around the circle, each player tries to guess who 
has the button. Before each person’s guess, the group asks together, “Button, 
button, who’s got the button?” Then the player can state their guess.  Once the 
player with the button is finally guessed, that person distributes the button during 
the next round. (Because a button is used in this game, be sure that all the kids 
playing are old enough so as to not choke on the button, else choose a different 
object.) 
 
 In another version of this game, one child stands in the middle of the circle, and the 
button gets passed around the backs of the rest of the group. Those without the 
button pretend to pass it. When the passing stops, the player in the middle has to 
guess as to who actually has the button. 
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Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To learn about the story of Esther 

• To enjoy some of the customs and traditions of the Jewish Purim Festival, which recalls the 
story of Esther and celebrates that God is always with us. 

 

  Attention Grabber: 
Last week, you may have mentioned to your children to dress for today’s lesson in a way that 
no-one can recognise them.  If not, perhaps have dress-up items available for children to put on 
as they arrive in class today – hats, sunglasses, masks, wigs etc.   Try to work out who each 
person is under their disguise.  Explain that today’s story involves disguise. 

Or 
Prepare one the snacks found in the “snack” section of this lesson. “Pigs ears” are probably the 
easiest to make.  The snack can bake while you discuss the story.  A recipe for “pigs ears” can be 
found at the end of the lesson. 
 

  Bible Story: The story of Ester (Ester 1-9) 
The Jews were still living in a foreign land.  The Persian Empire had become the dominant kingdom 
after the fall of Babylon in 539 B.C. which we learnt about last week in our lesson on Daniel.   
 
In today’s story we will be reminded that God had not forgotten the Jews or left them.  God still 
loved and cared for them! 
 
Listen carefully to the story – there are many parts to this story and we will test how many questions 
you can answer about this story once we are done.  You will find that this story is a bit like a fairy 
tale!   
(If you think that this story is too complicated, a much simpler version can be found in the younger 
children’s section) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The story of Ester 

The king of the land in which the Jews were living was looking for a queen, so he ordered a search 
to find the most beautiful girl in the land. 
 
Now in the royal household, there was a Jewish man named Mordecai. He had a cousin named 
Esther, who had no mother or father, and so he had adopted her as his own daughter.  Esther was 
very beautiful and the King chose her to be his queen. 
 
Before she became Queen, Mordecai warned her not to tell the King that she was Jewish, for 
Mordecai feared that the King would then not favour her. 
 
Mordecai continued to keep a careful watch on Esther. One day he was sitting at the palace gates 
when he overheard two men plotting to kill the King.  Mordecai told Esther, who then told the 
King.  These two men were arrested and hanged. Mordecai had saved the king’s life. Nothing more 
was said of this but it was recorded in a book of records. 
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Now also living in this Kingdom was a man called Haman. The king had rewarded him with a very high 
position.   Haman insisted that all were to bow down to him, but Mordecai refused.  (Can you think 
why?) 
 
When Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow down to him, he was very angry.  He wanted to find a 
way to destroy Mordecai as well as all Jewish people. And so he went to the king, telling him that there 
was a group of people in his Kingdom who had their own laws and did not keep the laws of the King, 
and that the king should destroy them all. 
 
And so the king made a law that this group of people should be killed. 
 
Mordecai, sad and terrified, went to Esther and told her what was planned for their people. He begged 
her to plead with the king to save them.  “Only you can do it - Is it not for this purpose that you have 
become queen?” he said. 
 
Esther was very scared to do this - if anyone approached the king without being asked, he or she would 
be put to death, unless the king extended his golden sceptre as he or she approached. But Esther knew 
she had to do this to save her people from destruction. 
 
She asked Mordecai to gather all Jews and fast for her – they were not to eat or drink for 3 days and 
nights. On the third day Esther went to the king. (What do you think happened?) 
 
When the king saw Esther, he held out his gold sceptre.  He asked her what she wanted.  Esther asked 
that the King and Haman join her for dinner the following night. 
 
Haman was very pleased that he had been asked to dine with the King and Queen Esther. But then he 
saw Mordecai at the King’s gate. Still Mordecai would not bow to him.  Haman was very angry and 
decided that night to build a gallows with which to hang Mordecai and planned to speak to the King 
about it the very next morning.  
 
But, that same night the king could not sleep, so he ordered the book of records to be brought in and 
read to him. The book was turned to the day Mordecai told of the plot to kill the king. The king asked 
what reward Mordecai had received.  Nothing had been done.  The king wanted to do something about 
this. 
 
The next morning, just as Haman was arriving to ask that Mordecai be hanged, the king asked him, 
“Haman, what should be done for a man with whom the King is pleased?  Haman thought the king was 
referring to himself, so he answered, “Bring him a royal robe that the king has worn, and a horse that 
the king has ridden, and lead him through the city streets, saying, “This is what is done for a man who 
pleases the king.” 
Imagine Haman’s shock when the king said, “Get the robe and horse, and do just as you suggested for 
Mordecai.”  Haman did as the king said, but not happily!” He was very upset that Mordecai was being 
honoured by the king. Haman then went to the banquet with the king and queen. 
 
It was here that Esther revealed her faith – she was a Jew. She begged the king to spare her people 
from destruction. The king wanted to know who was responsible for giving such an order.  Esther said, 
“I am speaking of Haman, who is sitting beside you.” 
 
One of the king’s attendants then told the king of the gallows Haman had built to have Mordecai 
hanged. The king was furious and ordered that Haman himself be hanged instead.  Esther was given all 
the property Haman had owned and Mordecai was dressed in royal robes. For the Jews it was a time of 
happiness and joy. 
Queen Esther had saved her people! 
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Review questions: 
1. Who became queen? 
2. Who took care of this person before she became queen? 
3. Who was given a high position in the land and wanted everyone to bow to him? 
4. Who would not bow to this person? 
5. Why did Mordecai ask Esther to speak to the King? 
6. Was Esther able to save the Jewish nation from destruction? 
7. What happened to Haman? 

 

 Discussion:  
Every year the story of Esther is remembered by the Jews during a festival known as Purim.  The 
name of this festival comes from the Hebrew word “pur” which means “casting lots” – Haman used 
lots to decide on the day on which the Jewish massacre was to take place. 
 
In this story Esther hides her identity as a Jew.  Also, God seems to be hidden in the story as the 
word “God” does not ever appear in the story, although it is very clear that God is working behind 
the scenes to save the Jewish nation from destruction. 
 
And so, during the Purim Festival, the Jews dress up to “hide their identity”.   (If your children 
dressed up at the beginning of the lesson, explain that this was the reason for doing so.)  They also 
eat “hidden” foods –foods with a filling. This is further discussed the in snack section. 
 
Purim is also a time of great laughter and celebration where the Jews remember how their nation 
was saved from destruction and that God is always with them.  No matter how bleak their situation 
may seem, there is always hope! 
 
Make the connection!  Ask the children which other festival beginning with “P” is celebrated by the 
Jews every year, and tells of God saving the people. (Passover) 
 

Snacks:   
As mentioned earlier, the story of Esther involves hidden identity, and so during the Purim Festival, 
the Jews enjoy “hidden” foods.  A hidden food is anything with a filling – you don’t know what’s 
inside.  An example of hidden foods would include any type of pie e.g. apple pie.  Ravioli is another 
example of hidden food enjoyed by the Jews during this festival. 
 
Should you decide to give your class a “hidden” food, then begin by asking them if they can guess 
what is inside the snack. Explain that the filling is hidden, just like Esther hid who she really was.   
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As already mentioned, Purim is a time of great laughter, and part of the festival is to make fun of 
Haman.  Tradition has it that Haman wore a triangular hat, and so one of the most well-known 
snacks associated with Purim is hamentashen, as shown in the first picture below.  Note it also has a 
filling! 
 
Furthermore, tradition has it that Haman’s ears were twisted as part of his punishment, and so 
“pig’s ears” are also one of the snacks. 
  
Haman fingers (a version of Baklava) are also popular. 
 
Kitke bread is also part of the feast - it resembles the rope with which Haman wanted to hang 
Mordecai, but with which Haman was hanged with instead. 
 
Recipes for some of these snacks can be found at the end of the lesson, and many of these foods can 
be found in our shops. 
 

  
 
 
If you can't do these traditional snacks you could even do sandwiches or vetkoek or something like 
that with a hidden filling!  

Worksheet:  A worksheet on the story of Esther can be found at the end of this lesson 

Further Activities:   

• Play a hiding game- an example of a hiding game can be found in the younger children’s 
section 

• Dance – Jewish people love to dance.  One of the most famous songs is Hava Nagila, which 
means “Let’s rejoice and be happy”. The music to this song can be easily found on YouTube. 

• You can also do your own dance and celebrate different cultural dances 

• Purim riddle:  A series of questions in a rhyme form on the story of Esther can be found on 
the next page.  To answer these questions the children will need to read through the story of 
Esther in the Bible and do a bit more research about the Purim Festival. You could set it as a 
challenge for the children to try to complete for next week’s lesson.  

• A poem about Esther can also be found on the next page.  It is a very brief summary of the 
story and it does not complete the story. Encourage the children to learn the poem and give 
the poem a suitable ending. 

 

Prayer:  Dear Lord. We thank you that you love and care for us all so much and are always with 
us.  Help us to find you in the everyday “co-incidences” that may come our way.  Help us to realise 
that co-incidences may sometimes be “God-incidences”. Thank you for being so much a part of our 
lives.  Amen   
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http://ministry-to-children.com 
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Recipes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PURIM RIDDLE 
Put on your Purim cap and see how much of the Purim story you remember.   

(You will need to read the story of Esther from the Bible and do a bit of research on 
the Purim Festival to find all the answers!) 

 
Name the country; name the king. 
Who made the threats? Who got the ring?  
Name the wise counsellor; name the two queens. 
Which remained silent and which ranted and preened? 
Who looked for honour but soon fell from power?  
Who set up gallows as high as a tower?  
Who sat and watched at the palace gate?  
Who came to the king filled with evil and hate? 
Where did it happen – which country and city?  
What was the date? Who was filled with self-pity?  
Who made a party to save the Jews? 
Who sent out letters to tell the good news? 
Where can you read the entire story? 
When do you hear it with joy, noise and glory? 
Name Four Purim things we do to remember 
This dreadful-turned-happy Jewish adventure! 
 

 
Esther poem 
 
There was a Jewish girl named Esther. 
 She was beautiful, they say.  
 She married King Xerxes of Persia.  
 She became Queen Esther that day.   
 
 Her people were in danger. 
 She knew the kin could help. 
 But she needed permission to see him,  
 And she decided to go all by herself. 
 
 The king held out his sceptre. 
 Esther had to be strong and brave. 
 She touched the tip of his sceptre and 
said,  
 “My people you must save.” 
 
(Adapted from ResourceWell.org) 
 

http://ministry-to-children.com/
http://www.dtlk-bible.com/
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S FINGERS 

Recipes 
Hamentashen 
Ingredients: 
3 eggs 
1 cup sugar 
¾ cup vegetable oil 
1 ½ teaspoons vanilla essence 
½ cup orange juice 
4 cups flour (may need more) 
1 tablespoon baking powder 
1 cup jam, any flavour 

1. Preheat oven to 1750C. Grease cookie sheets. 

2. In a large bowl, beat the eggs and sugar until light and fluffy. Stir in the oil, vanilla and 

orange juice. Combine the flour and baking powder; stir into the batter to form a stiff dough. 

If dough is not stiff enough to roll out, stir in more flour. On a lightly floured surface, roll 

dough out to 0,5 cm in thickness. Cut into circles using a cookie cutter or the rim or a 

drinking glass. Place cookies 5 cm apart onto the prepared cookie sheets. Spoon about 2 

teaspoons of jam into the centre of each one. Pinch the edges to form three corners. 

3. Bake for 12 to 15 minutes in the preheated oven, or until lightly browned. Allow cookies to 

cool for 1 minute on the cookie sheet before removing to wire racks to cool completely.   

(Should make about 50) 

Pig’s Ears 
Ingredients: 
1 packet of frozen puff pastry, thawed 
1 cup white sugar 

1. Preheat oven to 200 0C. Grease a cookie sheet. 

2. Unroll puff pastry sheets on a dry, lightly floured surface. Sheets should be about ½ cm thick. 

Spread sugar over the entire surface of each sheet. Tightly roll or fold up the pastry from 

each side of the sheet to meet in the middle. It will look like face to face snails. Slice the roll 

into 1 cm slices, like a loaf of bread. Lay out on prepared cookie sheet about 2 cm apart. 

Bake in preheated oven for 10 to 15 minutes, until golden brown. 
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Restoration of God’s people 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
16th October 2022 

 
Readings:   Ezra 1- 10; Nehemiah 1 -13 
Theme:  Restoration  
Memory verse: “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; God’s mercy never comes to an end.” 
(Lamentations 3:22) 
  

Information for the teacher: 
Seventy years after the fall of Jerusalem, the city was restored.   King Cyrus of Persia gave permission for God’s 
people to return to Jerusalem (Ezra 1:1-3) and the temple was rebuilt.  The city wall, however, remained 
unrepaired, leaving its people defenceless and vulnerable. 
 
Nehemiah was a Jew still living in Babylon, which was now ruled by the Persians.  He was the cup-bearer for the 
King of Persia.  Nehemiah asked permission to return to Jerusalem to gather the people to begin rebuilding the 
city wall. The king agreed to this. 
 
The book of Nehemiah falls into 2 divisions – the first chapters cover the reconstruction of the wall, while the 
remaining chapters deal with the re-instruction of the people. When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem, he found 
more than just broken walls – he found broken lives as well, and so Nehemiah gathered the people to listen to 
the priest and scribe, Ezra, who read from the Book of the Law and in so doing taught and uplifted the people. 
The people were hungry for God’s words - they had spent many years without any teaching and now they 
wanted to hear and understand all that they could from the Word of God.  It is interesting to note that the 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah are just one book in the Hebrew Bible, for they are part of the same story – the 
restoration of the House of God and its people – the restoration of the Jewish nation. 
 
We read in the book of Nehemiah how Ezra opened the Book of the Law in the sight of all the people, and as 
Ezra blessed the Lord, all the people answered, “Amen, Amen.”  They lifted their hands, bowed their heads and 
worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground (Nehemiah 8:5-6) After confession, the people entered into 
a time of thanksgiving and celebration – a time where they remembered all that God had done for them and 
God’s love for them.  As a response to the lesson for today, we will make a prayer wall where we will offer 
prayers of praise and thanksgiving for all that God has done for us. 
 
Today Jerusalem is still seen by many as the centre of faith for Jews, Christians and Muslims.  Each year people 
come from all around the world to pray at the Western wall –the remaining remnant of the Temple Mount.   
Todays lesson will focus on prayer and thanksgiving 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives: 

• To learn about the return of the Israelites to Jerusalem and the role of Nehemiah and Ezra in 
rebuilding the Jewish nation 

• To create a prayer wall of praise and thanksgiving  
 

 Attention Grabber:  Begin today’s lesson by building a “wall”.  The wall can be built from 
lego, paper cups, sand etc.  Perhaps most fun of all would be to make a “wall” from wafer biscuits – 
use icing to “cement” the biscuits together.  Do this as a group exercise i.e. the class works together 
to make one big wall. 

 
Explain that today we will learn about how God’s people were now returning to their home land and 
would start to rebuild the city and their own lives. 

 

  Bible Story: God’s people return to their homeland (Nehemiah 1-13) 
These past few weeks we have been learning about how the people of God had been taken as slaves 
to a strange land where they would stay for 70 years.  It was not an easy time for them.   
 
But the 70 years were now over and they were able to return to their homeland. Who knows which 
city they were returning to? (Jerusalem -Perhaps ask the children if they have heard about Jerusalem 
before.   Jerusalem was where Jesus would one day be crucified.  Jerusalem was therefore a very 
important place for God’s people)  
 
But the city the people were returning to was broken down and so was the temple  
So, the people had to rebuild the temple once again.   
(At this point you may want to sing the song which follows – it was also sung in the lesson where we 
learnt about the destruction of the temple.  The tune can be found on You.Tube or you can make up 
your own tune.  Try to add actions. 

We are building up the temple, 
Building up the temple, 

Building up the temple of the Lord 
Boys come and help us; Girls come and help us 

Building up the temple of the Lord 
 

Siyakha indlu, siyakha indlu 
Siyakha indlu yenkosi 

Bafana sincede; Mantombi sincede 
Siyakha indlu yenkosi 

 
Re aga tempele X2 

Re aga tempele ya Jesu 
Basemane rethuse; Baretsana rethuse 

Go aga tempele ya Jesu 
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The people also needed to rebuild the city wall.  Why do you think this was important to do?  (A city 
without a city wall was not safe! The people could be easily attacked by their enemies) 
 
Now, there was a man called Nehemiah still living in Babylon.  He was working for the King of Persia.  
(We learnt about the King of Persia and Queen Ester in our story last week) 
Nehemiah asked the king if he could go to Jerusalem to help rebuild the city wall. The king said 
“Yes”, and so Nehemiah went to Jerusalem. 
 
When he got to Jerusalem he found that it was not just the city walls that needed to be rebuilt – the 
people themselves were broken – they were sad, even though they were back in their homeland.  So 
Nehemiah asked a man called Ezra to tell them stories about God.  For many years they had not 
learnt anything about God and now they very much wanted to know more about God. 
 
As the people listened to what Ezra had to say, they started to cry because of all the bad things that 
they had done, but Ezra said, “Don’t cry because today is a very special day, so rather be filled with 
joy!  
 
The people then praised and thanked God for all that God had done for them.  God had always loved 
and cared for them and was always with them, even when things were not easy. And now they were 
finally home! 
 

Songs: 
Just as the people in this story praised and thanked God for all that God had done for them, we 
are now going to do the same.  Sing songs of praise. If possible, give the children instruments 
such as drums, shakers and tambourines to add to the celebration. 
 

Activity: Just as the people in today’s story built a wall, we are going to build our own 
wall – a prayer wall of thanks.  We are each going to write a prayer of thanks to God and then add it 
to our prayer wall.   
 
Ask each child what they would like to thank God for and write this on their piece of paper.  Each 
piece of paper can be about ¼ of an A4 page.   
 
Each child can then take a coloured crayon, place their piece of paper against a wall, and then press 
hard on their paper with the crayon to make a wall rubbing.  (Another option is for each child to 
paint their piece of paper.) 
 
The children should each choose a different colour so that when you put the prayers of all the 
children together, it will look like a wall.  
 

Other activity suggestions: 

• Once done with the prayer wall, you may want to do the following take-home activity.  Give 
each child a piece of paper, again the size of ¼ of A4 page. They are to draw one thing on 
that paper for which they would like to thank God.  You then write on the page what it is 
that they are thanking God for i.e. I thank God for............  The children can take as many 
pieces of paper as they like – depending on the number of things for which they would like 
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to thank God.  Once they have finished this activity, staple their prayers of thanks together 
to take home as a reminder of today’s lesson. 

• Do a puzzle together – emphasise that the people of God were working together to rebuild 
their city and their people. If you don't have a puzzle you can cut up a picture into a few 
pieces and the children can put them together again. 

• Running red rover -The people of God had returned to their homeland. They had rebuilt the 
city wall, the temple and the people.  They were a strong nation once again.  Let’s play 
running red rover to remind us of the strong wall and bonds that had been rebuilt.  
Red Rover is a team game. Have 2 teams. The teams stand in lines opposite one another 
with some distance between them. The team holds hands to form a chain. Then the one 
team starts and calls: "Red Rover, Red Rover, will (name) come over!" Whoever in the 
opposite team whose name is called then runs to the other team and tries to break through 
their chain. If they can’t break through they join that team. If they do they go back  to their 
own team and can take someone with them. 

  

Prayer: Begin today’s time of prayer by giving the children a chance to offer their own prayers 
of thanks and praise. 
 
Dear Lord God, we thank you that you are always with us and that you love and care for us so much. 
Amen 

 
 
 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To learn about the return of the Israelites to Jerusalem and the role of Nehemiah and Ezra in 
rebuilding the Jewish nation 

• To create a prayer wall of praise and thanksgiving  
 

  Attention Grabber: A flip book of “Nehemiah – God’s builder” can be found at the end of 
the lesson.  A flip book is a series of pictures that vary slightly from one page to the next, so that 
when the pages turn rapidly, it looks like the pictures are moving.  As you “flip” through the pages 
of this flip book, you will “see” Nehemiah and a friend building the city wall.   

 
(See “how to create a flip book – You-Tube” if your flip book does not seem to be working.   It is 
important that the pages are all the same size on the side that you “flip” – if uneven you will miss a 
few pages as you flip and lose the effect.  So once stapled together, give the right-hand side of the 
book one final trim so that all the pages are even.  To save time, a few children can work on the 
same book, but perhaps give a copy of the flip-book for each child to take home to make their own.) 
 

Or 
 

Build a “wall”.  The wall can be built from paper cups but more fun would be to make a “wall” from 
wafer biscuits – use icing to “cement” the biscuits together.  Do this as a group exercise i.e. the class 
works together to make one big wall. 
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  Bible Story: The rebuilding of Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1-13) 
The exile was over.  
 
70 years after the destruction of Jerusalem, the temple was rebuilt, but there was no city wall.  Do 
you think this was a problem?  (Yes!! Without a city wall, the people were not safe.  Also, a city with 
a broken wall symbolised a defeated people.) 
 
Now, there was a man called Nehemiah still living in Babylon.  He was the cup-bearer for the King of 
Persia.  (We learnt about the King of Persia and Queen Ester in our story last week) 
Nehemiah asked permission to return to Jerusalem to gather the people to begin rebuilding the city 
wall. The king agreed to this, and so Nehemiah made his way to Jerusalem. 
 
But it was not just the city walls that needed rebuilding – the people themselves were broken. They 
were feeling humiliated, disgraced and defeated after their time in exile, and so Nehemiah gathered 
the people to listen to the priest and scribe, Ezra reading from the Book of the Law. The people were 
hungry for God’s words. They had spent many years without any teaching – they wanted to hear and 
understand all that they could from the Word of God. 
 
And so when Ezra opened the book and blessed the Lord, all the people answered, “Amen, Amen” 
They lifted their hands in worship and then bowed their heads with their faces to the ground. 
The people then wept, for they were sorry for all that they had done when they had not followed in 
God’s Ways. But Ezra said, “Don’t weep, for today is a special and Holy day, so rather celebrate with 
joy.”  
 
The people then offered praise and thanksgiving to the Lord – for the steadfast love of God who had 
brought them out of Egypt and provided for them as they travelled through the Wilderness to the 
Promised Land. 
 
After 70 years, God’s people had finally arrived home! 
 

Discussion 
Did you know that Jewish people still today have a feast of thanksgiving each year where they offer 
thanks and praise to God?  Interestingly this usually happens at this time of year – towards the end 
of October. 
 
Also of interest is that the Western Wall of the Temple 
Mount in Jerusalem still stands, and each year people from all 
over the world come here to pray – it is a place for all people.  
Here is a picture of the Western Wall: 
 
There is a beautiful tradition that people who visit this wall 
write a prayer and then stuff it into one of the many cracks in 
the wall. Every few days, the prayers are collected and buried 
on the Mount of Olives in a 2000-year-old cemetery.  Do you 
remember where else we have heard of the Mount of Olives? 
(Much of what Jesus did took place on the Mount of Olives) 
 
Jerusalem is indeed a very special place! 
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Activity: 
Today we are going to make our own prayer wall – a prayer wall of thanksgiving and praise.  The 
children may choose to write their own prayers of thanksgiving and praise or choose verses from the 
Bible which reflect praise and thanksgiving. 
 
Here are a few examples of verses that can be used, although the children can also find their own 
verses – the book of Psalms in particular is filled with such verses. 
Psalm 107:1 
Isaiah 12:5 
Psalm 118:24 
Phil 4:4 
Psalm 96:1 
Psalm 100:1 
Isaiah 40:31 
Psalm 9:1 
Psalm 8:1 
Psalm 125:1 
Psalm 98:4,5 
 
Provide each child with their own block of paper to write their prayer.  After writing their prayer or 
verse of praise and thanksgiving, the children can then colour or paint their piece of paper and then 
add to the prayer wall so that it looks like a wall. . Depending on time, the children may like to 
contribute more than one “brick” to the prayer wall.  You may also like to add a few blank blocks, 
encouraging others to add their own prayers to the wall. 
 

Songs:  Let’s praise God as did the people in the story for today.  Choose songs of praise 
and thanksgiving, which tell of God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.   
 

Physical Activity suggestions:  

• Running red rover:  The people of God had returned to their homeland. They had rebuilt the 
city wall, the temple and the people.  They were a strong nation once again.  Let’s play 
running red rover to remind us of the strong wall and bonds that had been rebuilt. 

Prayer: Begin today’s time of prayer by giving the children the opportunity to offer their own 
prayers of thanks and praise. 
Dear God, we thank you for your steadfast love and faithfulness, which endures for ever.    
Amen! 
 
 
References: 
Life Application Bible: New International Version, Tyndale House Publishers and Zondervan 
Publishers, 1991 
Dave Strehler, The Bible made easy for kids, Christian Art Publishers, 2014 
www.scriptureunion.org.uk 
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Waiting for the Messiah and 
listening to the prophets 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
23rd October 2022 

Readings:  The books of the prophets 
Theme: The prophets 
Memory verse: “The Lord has told you what is good, and this is what God requires of you: to do what 
is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Information for the teacher: 
 
The lesson today is about the prophets as well as waiting for the birth of Jesus. A prophet is someone sent from 
God to give the people a message. This was not telling the future but warning them if they did not listen then 
there would be consequences. For example, the Israelites had been in exile as a consequence of wrong doing. 
 
But now, Jerusalem had been restored. God’s people had returned from exile, the Temple was rebuilt and the 
wall around the city was repaired.  Now that everything was ready the people were waiting for the arrival of the 
Messiah 
 
400 years passed between the last book of the Old Testament (Malachi) and the first book of the New 
Testament.  It seemed like a long time of waiting, but the people had a temple where they worshipped God, 
and they had the scriptures – much of the Old Testament already existed.  The prophets that God had sent over 
the many years had said all that needed to be said.  Now all was quiet .......... 
 
Today the children will get an overview of many of the prophets and their messages. The older children will be 
introduced to the major, as well as the minor prophets, while the younger children will be reminded of the 
prophets we have so far learnt about and will be introduced to a few more.  (Note that the term “major and 
minor prophets” relate to the length of the prophetic books and not to a prophet’s importance.) Ultimately, the 
role of a prophet was to call the people back to God - to warn, teach, counsel and encourage.  The Israelites  
turned to the scriptures and the words of the prophets during these 400 years for guidance and hope. 
 
We too have the scriptures to guide us, encourage us and fill us with hope, and we too can learn much from the 
words of the prophets as to how to live godly lives.   
 
In the words of Micah, “The Lord has told you what is good, and this is what God requires of you: to do what is 
just and right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8) 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives: 

• To review the stories of the prophets 

• To realise that the prophets still have a message for us today.  

• To listen and wait on God 
 

 Attention Grabber: Play the waiting game. Each child sits quietly, perhaps with eyes closed, 
and puts his/her hand up when he/she thinks that 1 minute has passed.  You may like to give a sweet 
to the person who most closely guesses when 1 minute has passed.   

 
(If the children are too young to know the meaning of a minute, you can instead tell them to sit 
quietly until you tell them that the time of waiting had ended.  Another idea is to ask the children to 
sit quietly and wait to hear the sound of a pin that you drop.) 

  

  Bible Story: A review of the prophets 
Our lesson for today is about waiting, and this is what God’s people are doing in our story for today.  
Last week we learnt that the people had gone back to their homeland and the city of Jerusalem 
where they rebuilt the temple and the city walls.  And they were now waiting, waiting, waiting for 
the birth of baby Jesus.  
 
While they waited, they had the same stories that we have in the Bible to remind them of God’s love 
and care for them. Let’s look at some of the stories they would have known about.  
(Use a children’s bible with pictures to page through a few stories from the Old Testament – very 
briefly discuss some of these stories with the children. You may want to also turn to a story from the 
New Testament – a story about Jesus, and ask them whether these people would have known about 
this story. The answer, of course is, “No-Jesus had not yet been born”.) 
 
Over the past few weeks we have been learning about special people who were God’s messengers.  
(Ask the slightly older children what name is given to these special people. (Prophets) 
Prophets are chosen by God to speak for God and guide the people.  
 
Can you remember the names of some of these special people?  
(Allow the children to try to recall which prophets they have learnt about and a few details of the 
stories about each of them.  In each case turn to the relevant page of a children’s bible to briefly 
remind the children about each prophet. The prophets that we have learnt about are Elijah, Elisha, 
Jonah and Daniel.) 
 
For the slightly older children, ask them if they know of any other prophets who are mentioned in 
the Bible.  
Then go on to mention Jeremiah who was known as the weeping prophet.  He cried because he was 
very sad about the way God’s people had turned their backs on God, and how their city, Jerusalem 
had been destroyed. 
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And then there was Isaiah who told the people about Jesus who one day would be born to save the 
world. Isaiah reminded the people that true worship is to do justice and be kind and compassionate 
to others, especially the poor. 
 There was another prophet (messenger of God) who even told the people where baby Jesus would 
be born.  Does anyone know where baby Jesus would be born? (Bethlehem) 
 
And so different prophets told the people different things that God wanted them to know. What 
were the things they often spoke about? (justice for all, care for the poor, caring for widows and 
orphans) 
 
But now there were no more prophets, and all that God’s people could do was wait and wait and 
wait for the birth of baby Jesus in the little town of Bethlehem. 
 

 

Craft ideas  

• Colour in a picture of the little town of Bethlehem, waiting for baby Jesus.  This picture can 
be found at the end of the lesson. 

• Another option is to create a picture of Bethlehem making use of pieces of paper, as shown 
in the first picture. Give the picture the heading, “Bethlehem, waiting for baby Jesus.”   

• A final option is to make the “town” of Bethlehem from cardboard boxes, as shown in the 
second picture. (Note that some of the buildings in this picture are too modern for Biblical 
days.) 
 

 

  Physical activity:  Do you think God’s people knew when Baby Jesus would be born. No - all 
they could do was wait. Do you know how long they would have to wait? 400 years – that’s a long 
time! 
 
We are going to play the game, “Wolfie, Wolfie, what’s the time?”  In this game, one person is 
chosen to Mr Wolf. The wolf stands at the opposite end of the play area to the rest of the class, 
facing away from them. The children shout, “Wolfie, wolfie, what’s the time?”  The wolf may call out 
a time such as “Three o’clock.”  The children then move that many steps forward i.e. 3 steps in this 
case. If the wolf calls out “Dinner time”, the wolf then turns around and chases the children back to 
their starting point. If Mr Wolf catches any of the children, they then become Mr Wolf for the next 
round. 
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Explain to the children at the end of the game that, just as we didn’t know when the person in the 
game was going to call “dinner time”, so it was with God’s people waiting for Jesus. They knew it was 
going to happen, but they didn’t know when.  
 
 

Songs:  While the people waited for the birth of baby Jesus, they would have sung songs 
that reminded them of their loving and caring God and all that God had done for them.   

 

Prayer: 
 In our story today we learnt about how the people of God were waiting for baby Jesus to be born.  
We are also waiting, waiting, waiting for ........ Christmas, where we remember with joy and 
excitement the birth of baby Jesus. Let’s say a little prayer that reminds us to get ready to celebrate 
the birth of baby Jesus. 
 

Dear God. 
Just as the people in our story for today were waiting, waiting, waiting for the birth of baby Jesus in 
the little town of Bethlehem, so we are waiting for Christmas where we too will celebrate the birth 
of baby Jesus with joy.  Just like the people in those days, may we read our Bible every day so that 

we may learn more about you, and your loving kindness to all. 
Amen 

 
 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To review the stories of the prophets 

• To realise that the prophets still have a message for us today.  

• To listen and wait on God 
 

 

  Attention Grabber:  Play the waiting game. Each child sits quietly and puts his/her hand up 
when he/she thinks that 1 minute has passed.  The person who most closely guesses when 1 minute 
has passed can perhaps be given a small sweet. 

 

  Bible Story: A review of the prophets 
Our lesson for today is about waiting and so it was for God’s people. The exile was over, the temple 
had been rebuilt and the wall around Jerusalem had been repaired. The prophets Haggai, Zechariah 
and Malachi were ministering to the people, offering words of hope and encouragement – they were 
the last of the prophets.  
 
And now the people were waiting, waiting, waiting, for the Messiah – the birth of Jesus - as had 
been promised by the prophets.  
 



140 
 

How long do you think they had to wait?  (400 years!) 
 
400 years passed between the last of the prophets and the Messiah - birth of baby Jesus.  It was a 
seemingly long time of waiting, and has come to be known by some as the silent years, as there 
seemed to be no word from God. But the people had a temple where they could worship God, and 
they had the scriptures – much of the Old Testament already existed.  The prophets that God had 
sent over many years had said all that needed to be said.  Now all was quiet ... 
 
 

Discussion and review of the prophets: 
All was quiet – there seemed to be no word from God.  Do you think that God was still with the 
people? (Yes –God is always with us. God never leaves us.) 
 
Today we are going to remind ourselves of what we have learnt about the prophets.  We will also 
learn about a few more prophets. 
 
Can you remember the names of the prophets we have learnt about?   
(We have learnt about Elijah; Elisha; Jonah; Daniel. Briefly discuss what the children can remember 
about each of these prophets.)   
 
There are a number of prophets which we have not yet mentioned or discussed. Can you think of 
any? (The names of these prophets can be found later in the lesson where the books in the bible 
named after prophets are listed.) 
 
Different prophets told the people different things that God wanted them to know. What were the 
things they often spoke about? Look at these passages to find out: (you can ask the children to look 
them up if they have bibles) 
 
Isaiah 1:17 
17 Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed.[a] 
Take up the cause of the fatherless;  plead the case of the widow. 
 
Amos 2:7  
They trample on the heads of the poor as on the dust of the ground and deny justice to the 
oppressed. 
 
Zechariah 7:10 
10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor. Do not plot evil against 
each other.’ 
 
Micah 6:8 
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly[a] with your God. 
 
 

Exercise:  An exercise introducing the children to the prophets we have not yet mentioned is 
found below.   It is important that this activity does not take too long – perhaps give each child a 
different prophet to “unscramble”.  Each child can then write the name of their prophet on a board 
for all to see. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1%3A17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17672a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+6%3A8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22657a
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Some of the books of the prophets are known as the major prophets and others as the minor 
prophets. The minor prophetic books are not less important – these books are just shorter. 
 
You can remember which are the major prophetic books by the following word (acronym): 
JEDI – the first letter of each major prophetic book are put together to make up this word. Which 4 
books do you think are the major prophets? (Allow the children to guess, making use of the list of 
prophets that has been written on the board.  The four major prophets are Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Isaiah. Note that Elijah and Elisha are not mentioned as being a major or minor prophet as there is 
no book of the Bible named after them.) 
 
Do you remember from our previous lessons what the role of a prophet is? (Spokesperson for God) 
 
A prophet was a person who spoke God’s message and tried to bring the people back to God. 
Different prophets had different roles – some would tell the people of their wrong doing and warn of 
the consequences; others would teach the people about God’s ways; others offered words of hope 
and encouragement. It was not always easy being a prophet - the people did not always like what 
the prophets had to say. Do you remember which prophet had to run for his life after warning the 
king that there would be no rain because his nation was worshiping false idols?  (Elijah) 
 
Some prophets lived before the exile.   Can you give examples of prophets we have learnt about who 
lived during this time?  (Elijah, Elisha, Jonah) 
Some prophets lived during the exile. Can you give an example of a prophet we learnt about who 
lived during this time? (Daniel) 
Some lived after the exile and offered encouragement and hope.  Can you give examples of such 
prophets? -we learnt about them today. (Haggai, Malachi and Zechariah) 
 
Note to teacher Many other prophets lived before, during and after the exile. The exile happened 
after Jerusalem was destroyed in 589 B.C. Note that the books of the prophets are not placed in 
chronological order in the Bible e.g. the book of Jonah comes after the book of Daniel in the Bible, but 
Jonah lived before the exile while Daniel lived during the exile. 
 

The prophets 
 
Many of the books of the Old Testament are named after prophets.  Here is a list of these 
prophets, but their names are all jumbled up. How quickly can you unscramble these names?   
(Hint: Use the contents page of your Bible which lists all the books of the Bible to help you.) 
 
NAOJH        IHCLMAMA 
EEELKIZ     MANUH 
HEHZENAAPI    DIBAHAO 
SOMA     SHEAO 
HAAIIS     LENADI 
GGAIHA    HIAMEREJ 
HHAABAHU    HIARZACHE 
ELOJ     MHICA 
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Did you know that prophets did not only exist in Old Testament times? - Prophets still exist today. 
Can you think of someone who is considered to be a modern day prophet? -Remember that a 
prophet is a spokesperson for God - someone who stands up for the wrongs of society, even when it 
is difficult to do so. (The children may have some suggestions, but it must also be mentioned that 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu is recognised by many to be a modern-day prophet) 
 
What is also important to realise is that the words of the prophets still apply to us today, and just as 
the people of the Old Testament were encouraged to read the scriptures, so should we. 
 

Worksheet: The worksheet found at the end of the lesson is important to complete as it 
introduces the children to more prophets and provides them with important information.   (If you 
are not able to produce a worksheet for each child, allow them to work in groups, or write the 
questions on a board.  Another idea is to play “hang-man” with the names of the prophets.) 
 

Song:  While the people waited for the Messiah, they would have sung songs that 
reminded them of their loving and caring God and all that God had done for them.  Sing 
songs linked to Old Testament stories and times.   

 

Craft:  If time for a craft, refer to the younger children’s craft section and make a collage 
of the little town of Bethlehem, waiting for the birth of baby Jesus. 

OR 
 
Make a drawing / cartoon of something that struck you in the lesson. For example a picture of the 
prophets telling the people about justice, or even a picture that you think shows justice and the 
message of the prophets. 
 

Prayer:  God, we thank you for the scriptures and the prophets of old whose words still apply to 
us today. These words guide us, encourage us, fill us with hope and help us to live more as you 
would like us to live. In the words of the prophet, Micah, may we always try to do what you, Lord, 
require of us - to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God.  Amen 
 
References: 
Dave Strehler, “The Bible made easy for kids”, Christian Art Publishers, 2014 
Jumbo Bible Activity Book, Candle Book Publishers, 2009 
http://ministry-to-children.com 
 

http://ministry-to-children.com/
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The Story of Job  
Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost 

30th October 2022 

Theme: Praising God in good times and bad   
Memory verse: “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD 
be praised.”  (Job 1:21)  
  

Information for the teacher: 
 
The Book of Job is a deep and fascinating story. However, it deals with very tough questions regarding our faith. 

After reading it we may ask ourselves several questions such as, "where is God when innocent people suffer?" 

"Why do bad things happen to good people?"  These are very difficult questions to discuss with children. 

 

Another way of looking at this story could be that the Book of Job is not only about suffering, but about our 

response to suffering. How do we speak of God in the midst of suffering?  The story begins with an imaginary 

conversation between God and satan (the legal accuser). The satan tells God that Job only worships and praises 

God because things are good. So, the satan suggests that Job will only worship to keep things good for himself. If 

God takes away his possessions, Job will stop worshiping God. Then God agrees to this test and allows the satan 

to put Job through several trials. 

 

It is important to note that the story of Job is not a literal event. It is a story with lots of wisdom. But Job was not 

recorded as a real person in history (the story is like the parables that Jesus told his disciples). More importantly, 

suffering is not from God! Even though it exists. If humans who experience suffering can enter into and keep a 

loving relationship with God, then there is no situation where people cannot be comforted and united with God. 

You may find this video on YouTube very helpful: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GswSg2ohqmA&t=48s  

 

Everyone in one way or another goes through suffering. It is true that some forms of suffering are human made 

and can be avoided. But, the story of Job reminds us that even when things go bad and are not the way we 

planned, we should always trust God who loves us and is present with us. Despite all the things that happened 

to Job, God never left him. God was always there. So, the focus for this lesson is to teach the children that even 

when we get sick, or are sad, or perhaps fail a test God is with us. They must never lose faith because God is 

always with them. Sometimes things happen in life that hurt us very much (death, sickness etc.). Also, our sins do 

not necessarily cause our suffering. We too must try to be like Job who said, “The LORD gave and the LORD has 

taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised” (Job 1:21”).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GswSg2ohqmA&t=48s
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives:  

• To help the children understand the story of Job 

• To encourage the message of having faith in God even when things don’t go our way. 

• To have an attitude of gratitude 

 Attention Grabber:  
 

“Give all the kids a paper plate. Help them draw a smiley face on one side and a frowny face 

on the other. Say: "Sometimes things happen that make me happy (hold plate with the smiley 

face out) and sometimes things happen that make me sad." (hold plate with the frowny face 

out). Do the following things make you happy or sad? 

Make each of the following statements. If this makes the kids happy, have them show the 

smiley face. If it makes them sad, have them show the frowny face. 

 

• You get a new toy 

• You win your sports matches 

• You fall down and scrape your knee 

• Your mom or dad or sister or brother gives you a hug 

• You have to clean your room 

• Someone steals your toy 

• You have an upset tummy 

• Someone close to you passes away 

• Coming to Church 

• Eating chocolate 

• You get to eat your favourite food 
 
Add other statements that fit your group! 
 

Tell them that today we will be hearing a story about a man called Job who experienced many bad 
things. 
Idea borrowed from Cheri Gamble at https://cherigamble.com/2018/05/12/a-lesson-for-
preschoolers-over-job/) 
 

Bible story 

“Once upon a time there was man called Job…” As an opener, you may want to creatively tell the 

story of Job in a story-like form. You may choose where you wish to stop the story like at Job 1:21 

which discusses the key verse or whether to go through the entire story. Some easy narrative 

explaining of the Book of Job can be found here: https://www.biblewise.com/kids/read/young/the-

story-job.php or https://ministry-to-children.com/story-of-job-lesson/      

Or 

https://cherigamble.com/2018/05/12/a-lesson-for-preschoolers-over-job/
https://cherigamble.com/2018/05/12/a-lesson-for-preschoolers-over-job/
https://www.biblewise.com/kids/read/young/the-story-job.php
https://www.biblewise.com/kids/read/young/the-story-job.php
https://ministry-to-children.com/story-of-job-lesson/
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If you have the necessary technology, you can show the children a brief video summarizing the Book 

of Job. Here are some examples: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-T2PUIGXXw or 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bInc7sSe9KI    

 

 Discussion 
 
Who was Job?  (A man of great wealth) 

How many children did he have? (7) 

What happened to him?  

Who caused all these things to happen?    

How did Job react to losing everything? (At first he accepts his loss and then goes  into a deep lament) 

Where was God when all these things happened to Job? 

Where is God when we suffer? 

 
When do you pray the most? Is it when you need help or when you are happy? 
 
When things don’t work out as you want, do you think God is still with you and still loves you? Why 
do you think this? 
 
 

Craft:   
Handprint journal: 

Create a “I am grateful” journal. They can cut hand shape pieces of paper for each day of the week. 

Tell them that each day they can write down one thing they are grateful for. Remind them that even 

if we have a really bad day, there are always things we can still be grateful for. They may also want to 

write one thing they are praying for as well (e.g. they could pray for their family). For children who 

can’t write, they can do this activity with an elder. They can tell their elder who will write it for them. 

They can also paste in pictures or draw in their journal. The journals should be colourful and be kept 

in a safe space.  

Here are some examples of how this activity can be done (make sure you prepare the necessary tools): 

such as paper, string, glue, crayons etc. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-T2PUIGXXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bInc7sSe9KI
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(a.)                                                                                                             (b.) 

Games  

Race and when it drops say praise God: 

You will need some space for this game (indoors or outdoors will work).  

Create two teams. They will race against each other.  Each person will need a spoon and a plastic 

egg/crushed up paper/ tennis ball etc. They must run carrying the object on a spoon without dropping 

it on the floor. They can also race while hopping on one leg.  If they drop the object they are carrying, 

they must jump up and shout “Praise God.” Tell them that this teaches us that even when we fail or 

things don’t go the way we plan, we can still say Praise God, pick up the object and continue the race.  

Or 

Indoor basketball: (or any other game that you know) 

All you will need is an empty dustbin/bucket/container and a ball (of any size or even scrunched up 

paper). Then, form two or three teams with the children. The aim is getting the ball into the dustbin 

as many times as possible. Choose a good distance where the children must stand before throwing 

the ball/paper in the container. Each team must try to get the most points to win. Before they play, 

encourage they children to come up with a name for their team and tell them no matter who wins, 

we are should praise God.  

 

  
Prayer: Gratitude Prayer: 
Ask about 3-5 children what they are grateful for and ask another three what they are praying for. 

Then say a prayer with them and give thanks for what they said they were grateful for and pray for 

some of their prayer requests.  

You can also ask them to pray this prayer: 

Thank you loving God for all creation. Today God, as we learn from the Book Job, we ask that you help 

us to be more faithful and loving when things are good and when things are bad. May we always have 

faith in you and in your love for us. Amen 
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 Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives: 

• To help the children understand the story of Job 

• To encourage the message of having faith in God even when things don’t go our way 

To have an attitude of gratitude 
 

  Attention Grabber/ lesson:   

Think of things that make you sad or happy.  

Today we are going to talk about Job and how he dealt with difficulties and sadness. 

Bible story 

Tell them the story of Job. You can use the following questions to help you cover the main points. 

Ask them: 

Who was Job?  

How many children did he have? 

What happened to him?  

Who caused all these things to happen?    

How did Job react to losing everything? (At first accepts his loss and then goes  into a deep lament) 

Where was God when all these things happened to Job? 

Where is God when we suffer? 

 

Discussion: 

After explaining the Book of Job to the children, you may want to ask them how it made them feel.  

Then ask: 

What are some of the things that make you sad? 
When you are sad and upset what do you do? 
 
When do you pray the most? Is it when you need help? 
Or when you are happy? Or when you re sad? 
Do you think God always answers our prayers as we want? 
When things don’t work out as you want do you think God is still with you and still loves you?  
Why do you think this? 

 

Ask them if it is easier to praise God when things are good (like when they do well in sports, during 

exams, have their favourite food or get a new gift) or when things are bad (when they lose a sports 

match, when someone hurts them or even when they lose a loved one).   

 

Explain that the story of Job teaches us that we should trust God in the good times and bad. This is not 

always easy. But remember that God is always present even when we don’t understand why bad things 
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are happening. We must still have hope and faith. God never left Job in the story, even though Job was 

suffering. More importantly, God never caused Job’s suffering but helped Job understand that God is 

always with us. It might be helpful to share with them that at the end of the story, Job is fully restored 

and blessed abundantly (Job 42:10-17). 

If we only worship God when things are good, then that is not true faith. Faith is loving God through the 

good times and bad and trusting God. 

  

Activity 
God shows Job all creation and the universe to show the magnificence and grace that exists 

throughout the world. When we see all creation, we are reminded of God’s grace, love and sensitivity 

to our needs. This may remind us that even when things are not going our way, God is still Good and 

Creator. Therefore, have the children take a Nature Walk: Let the children take a nature walk in the 

garden. Each of them must find something in nature that relates and connects to them. Each one 

should briefly present their nature item and tell the class:  

• What is it? 

• Why did you choose it? 

• What does it say about God? 

Or 

Sharing our stories:  

Ask the children if they would like to share a moment in their life where they experienced God’s love 

and felt deeply grateful for something (it could be passing a difficult test, receiving a present, mommy 

coming home from hospital etc.). Then, ask them to share a story of when they were hurt, or deeply 

saddened by something. Ask them to share how they got over the sadness and who helped them in 

such times. Give them time to think about these stories and remind them that they do not have to 

share if they do not feel comfortable. 

After they have all shared, it may be good for the teachers to also share their story (you may also 

choose to start with your story) and finally end with a prayer in which you thank God for being present 

through the good times and the bad. 

 

Craft:   
 

Creating a Bookmark: 

You could say, “Reading is good for learning and growing. When we read, sometimes we lose track 

of where we are and therefore need a bookmark to help us remember where we stopped 

reading…” So, today we are going to create our own bookmarks which signify what we learnt in the 

story of Job. 

Job teaches us to thank God always, so our bookmarks could be labelled the following: “Praise God 

Always,” “I am Grateful,” “Have Faith…”  

Instructions: 

1. Choose suitable paper like cardboard to act as the support for your bookmark, and then make 

an image or pattern to glue over the top. Feel free to make a collage of other papers or to 

choose pictures from magazines or whatever you can provide. 
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2. Let the children cut the cardboard to the size they want for their bookmark. It is up to them. It 

could be a small bookmark only a few centimetres long, or wider and longer. 

3. Add your details. Using the decorative paper or images you may have, cut and glue them onto 

the cardboard. Try gluing a piece of textured paper or a cut-out from a magazine over the 

cardboard.  (For more info, see https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Bookmark)  

 
Here are some examples of ideas to use: 

            
 
        

Or 
 
Create your own “I am grateful” journal. They can cut hand shape pieces of paper for each day of the 

week. Tell them that each day before they sleep, they can write down one thing they are grateful for. 

Remind them that even if we have a really bad day, there are always things we can still be grateful for. 

They may also want to write one thing they are praying for as well (e.g. they could pray for their 

family). They can also paste in pictures or draw in their journal. The journals should be colourful and 

be kept in a safe space.  

Here are some examples of how this activity can be done (make sure you prepare the necessary tools): 

 

                                                    

(a.)                                                                                                             (b.) 

https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Bookmark
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Games  

Catch the ball: This game will require some space so play it preferably outside. 

Make the children stand in a spaced-out circle. Then give one of them a tennis ball (or any small-

medium sized ball). They must then call out any person in the circles name and throw the ball upwards. 

The person whose name is called must then try and catch the ball before it lands on the ground. If the 

person can’t catch the ball, they must jump up three times and shout out “Praise the Lord.” This is to 

remind them that even when things don’t go the way we planned or we drop the ball (in life), we must 

still praise God and be grateful. After this, the person takes the ball and calls out the next person and 

throws the ball up.  

 

 
The person then tries to catch the ball) 

Or  
Indoor basketball or any other game that you know 

All you will need is an empty dustbin/bucket/container and a ball (of any size). Then, form two or 

three teams with the children. The aim is getting the ball into the dustbin as many times as possible. 

Choose a good distance where the children must stand before throwing the ball/paper in the 

container. Each team must try to get the most points to win. Before they play, encourage the 

children to come up with a name for their team and tell them no matter who wins, we are should 

give God all the praise and worship.  

 

 Prayer: Gratitude Prayer: 
Ask about 3-5 children what they are grateful for and ask another three what they are praying for. 

Then say a prayer with them (ask them to repeat after you) and give thanks for what they said they 

were grateful for and prayer for some of their prayer requests.  

 

You can also ask them to pray this prayer: 

Thank you loving God for all creation. Today Lord, as we learn from the Book Job, we ask that you help 

us to be more faithful and loving when things are good and when things are bad. May we always have 

faith in you and in your love for us. 

 Amen 
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John the Baptist  

Twenty second Sunday after Pentecost 
6th November 2022 

Reading:  Luke 3:1-20 
Theme:  People have different roles to play but they all count  
Memory verses:  

Information for the teacher: 
 
John the Baptist is an interesting character. He was an integral part of Jesus’s ministry but was never a disciple 
of Jesus. Often what we concentrate on about John the Baptist is the fact that he baptised Jesus. This is seen as 
what started Jesus’s journey. 
 
However we can learn a lot from John the Baptist. John was the son of Elizabeth and Zechariah who were both 
quite old when John was born. In the Gospel according to Luke, Luke describes John as a model for the church. 
John wasn’t the Messiah but his role was to prepare others to receive Jesus and to go out and minister. John 
pioneered the way for Jesus. Similarly we may not be the leader in the church but our role in pioneering the 
way is important. We help to make leaders for the faith of Jesus. 
 
John had extensive influence over people. He was a prophet of God and if we take a look at John he was not like 
most people. He lived in the desert, his clothes were made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. 
He also ate locusts and wild honey.  
 
John was courageously followed what he believed to be right. John stood up to those who were not following 
the way of God, even when it got him thrown in jail and then beheaded.  
 
Today’s lesson is about how John the Baptist wasn’t even a disciple of Jesus but he used his influence to show 
people the way to Christ. We may not all be the leader but we all play a role in the Kingdom of Christ.  
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objectives: 

• To learn about John the Baptist 

• To learn that you don’t have to be in charge in order to make a difference. 

• To learn that sometimes even the smallest of acts can help someone else make a big 
difference. 
 

 Attention Grabber:   
Bring a cake to class or just a picture of a cake. Ask the group what are they looking at? Ask them 
what goes into the cake. Ask them what the most important ingredient is in a cake. Ask the 
group what would happen if the baking powder wasn’t added to the cake…it wouldn’t rise. Talk 
about how all the ingredients are important for the cake. 

 
 

Bible Story and discussion: 
John the Baptist was a Jewish prophet. We read about his life in the four Gospels and the Acts of the 
Apostles. His mother, Elizabeth, was a cousin of Mary, the mother of Jesus. His father was the priest 
Zechariah. As a young man, John lived in the Judaean desert, as part of a Jewish monastic 
community. He wore camels hair and ate wild honey and locusts. He attracted much public notice as 
a prophet in the Jordan Valley. He preached the imminent, wrathful judgment of God and called on 
his hearers to repent and be baptized. Jesus himself came to be baptized by John and shortly 
afterward began his own mission. John was imprisoned for criticizing the illegal marriage of Herod 
Antipas and was executed after Herod’s stepdaughter, Salome, demanded his head as a reward for 
dancing for the king’s guests. 
 

• Do you think you could be as brave a John the Baptist? 

• What difference do you think John the Baptist made to the world? 

• Can you think of anyway that you can be brave like John the Baptist? 

• Do you think that you have to be in charge to make a difference in a situation?  Why or why 
not? 

 

Craft:    
 
You will need toilet roles 
Pipe cleaners 
Cardboard 
It would be helpful if the toilet roles have been painted before 
hand and the legs have been cut out so all you need to do is 
assemble the locust.  
You may not have pipe cleaners but you can use paper or 
cardboard or anything else that you have. You can get as creative as you like with what you have. 

https://www.britannica.com/summary/Mary-mother-of-Jesus
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Physical Activity:  Action broken telephone 

Have the group stand in a line.  

Then you as the teacher go and stand at the back of the line and the last person needs to turn 

around and face you. You will give that child a sequence of moves (don’t make it too complicated).  

That child then taps the next person in front of them to turn around. They will show them the same 

sequence. And so on until it gets to the front person who will show you. The front person will move 

to the back and the game is repeated. 

 

Prayer: Dear God 
                       Help us to stand up for what is right in the world, even if it makes us weird or different. 
Help up to make good decision even if it makes us unpopular.  
Amen 
 

 
 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 

• Lesson objectives:  

• To learn about John the Baptist 

• To learn that you don’t have to be in charge in order to make a difference. 

• To learn that sometimes even the smallest of acts can help someone else make a big 
difference. 

 

 Attention Grabber:   
Take out your cell phone or some form of device like a tablet. Ask the group if they know what 
goes into a device. Things like glass and metal.  
Ask the group if they know who invented the technology that goes into their devices. 
Then ask them if they know that the technology for the touch screen was developed by a man by 
the name E.A Johnson in 1965. And the technology for wireless technology for wifi was invented 
by a woman named Hedy Lamarr in 1942. 
Then ask if one of those inventions is more inportant than the other?  
If we didn’t have touch screen technology the device would be useless. And if we didn’t have the 
wireless technology we would not be able to do very much with the device. 

  
 

  Bible Story: 
Hand out bibles and see how many verses the group can find in the gospels about John the Baptist.  
 
John the Baptist was a Jewish prophet. We read about his life in the four Gospels and the Acts of the 
Apostles. His mother, Elizabeth, was a cousin of Mary, the mother of Jesus. His father was the priest 

https://www.britannica.com/summary/Mary-mother-of-Jesus


158 
 

Zechariah. As a young man, John lived in the Judaean desert, as part of a Jewish monastic 
community. He wore camels hair and ate wild honey and locusts. He attracted much public notice as 
a prophet in the Jordan Valley. He preached the imminent wrathful judgment of God and called on 
his hearers to repent and be baptized. Jesus himself came to be baptized by John and shortly 
afterward began his own mission. John was imprisoned for criticizing the illegal marriage of Herod 
Antipas and was executed after Herod’s stepdaughter, Salome, demanded his head as a reward for 
dancing for the king’s guests. 
 

Discussion: 
In this discussion we are going to look at two aspects of the story of John the Baptist. The first 
relates to the fact that he wasn’t “normal” or “conventional”. He lived most of his life in the desert. 
He was religious and stood up for what he considered to be right and he didn’t really care what 
people said about him. He wore weird clothes and ate weird food and stood up for what he believed 
in.  
 
The second part is that he was never a disciple of Jesus and yet he prepared the way for other 
people to be disciples. He understood his role as someone who wasn’t going to be  the leader but his 
role was important to help other people to live out their destiny, including Jesus. 
 
Where in your daily lives could you use John as an example? 
Teachers or parents often help people to be better versions of themselves. Now think whether if you 
are not picked to be a prefect or monitor does that make you any less of a leader? 
In what ways are you still a leader? 
 

Activity:  Protect the president  

Equipment Needed: A ball and space to play in 

How to Play Protect the President 

1. All the players should form a circle. 
2. Choose one player to be the first President. 
3. Choose one player to be the first bodyguard. 
4. The President and the bodyguard should take their places inside the circle with the bodyguard in a 
position of protecting the President. 
5. Determine a specific time for gameplay. 
6. The players outside the circle will try to hit the President with the ball while the bodyguard does 
all he/she can to protect the President from getting hit.  
7. Players can choose to throw the ball toward the President, or they can throw the ball to other 
players who might have a better angle at the President. 
8. If the ball touches the President, he/she will then be out and must find a place in the circle. 
9. The bodyguard becomes the new President and the person who last touched the ball or hit the 
President with the ball becomes the new bodyguard. 
10. Play continues until the time is up or when everyone has had their turn inside the circle. 
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Craft: 

 

Baptist  honey  prepare 

Influence John  prophet 

Desert  leader  the way 

Locust  preached   

Elizabeth zechariah 

Faith 
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Prayer:  Dear God 
Help us understand that everyone plays a role in the world, that one role is not more important than 
the next. Help us understand our gifts and to stand up for what is right we pray this in your name. 
Amen 
 
 
 
Reference: 
https://www.zytronic.co.uk/insights/article/history-of-touchscreen-
technology/#:~:text=In%201965%20E.A.%20Johnson%20invented,devices%20today%20use%3B%20
capacitive%20touch. 
 
https://www.bbvaopenmind.com/en/technology/visionaries/hedy-lamarr-the-actress-who-
invented-wireless-communication/ 
 
https://kidactivities.net/protect-the-president-game/ 
 
https://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/word-search/result 
 
https://www.britannica.com/summary/Saint-John-the-Baptist 
 
The Jerome Biblical Commentary, R E Brown, J A Fitzmyer, R E Murphy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.zytronic.co.uk/insights/article/history-of-touchscreen-technology/#:~:text=In%201965%20E.A.%20Johnson%20invented,devices%20today%20use%3B%20capacitive%20touch
https://www.zytronic.co.uk/insights/article/history-of-touchscreen-technology/#:~:text=In%201965%20E.A.%20Johnson%20invented,devices%20today%20use%3B%20capacitive%20touch
https://www.zytronic.co.uk/insights/article/history-of-touchscreen-technology/#:~:text=In%201965%20E.A.%20Johnson%20invented,devices%20today%20use%3B%20capacitive%20touch
https://www.bbvaopenmind.com/en/technology/visionaries/hedy-lamarr-the-actress-who-invented-wireless-communication/
https://www.bbvaopenmind.com/en/technology/visionaries/hedy-lamarr-the-actress-who-invented-wireless-communication/
https://kidactivities.net/protect-the-president-game/
https://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/word-search/result
https://www.britannica.com/summary/Saint-John-the-Baptist
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Information for the teacher: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Heaven and New Earth 

Twenty third Sunday after Pentecost 
13 November 2022 

 
Readings:   Isiah 65;17-25, Luke 21;5-19 
Theme:  What is the ideal way of living? 
Memory verse: Wolves and lambs will eat together; lions will eat straw as cattle and snakes will 
no longer be dangerous.(Isa 65:25) 
God says: Ï am making a earth and new heavens."(Isa65:17) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In both the Isiah and the Luke reading we are told about ideas of the new heaven that God has 

created. As most children are excitedly waiting for end of year holidays to arrive, we as Christians 

too are waiting for the promise of a new heaven and a new earth. The Isaiah reading focuses more 

on the content of the promises made by God than on the waiting (a vision of peace and safety).  Just 

like most children focus on the content of their holidays (Christmas presents) 

However, in the Luke reading Jesus explains that for our new heaven to happen change needs to be 

done which can be scary. Humans like to know the outcome before they begin on their path. 

Sometimes when we do not know what the future will hold, we become afraid because we are not in 

control. Jesus is warning his disciples that before heaven can come, they will be persecuted for their 

beliefs but Jesus will be with them and give them courage and wisdom. We too can receive those 

things if we call upon God. 

We are going to use Illusions today to show that not everything is as it seems. Focus on the fact that 

God has promised amazing things for us and even though sometimes life can be difficult God is there 

and will help you through whatever it is you are struggling with. 

‘How illusions help us to understand perception. Illusions mislead us by playing on the ways we 

typically organize and interpret our sensations, and thus understanding illusions provides valuable 

clues to the ordinary mechanisms of perception. For example, several well-known illusions are based 

in the perceived relationship between size and distance, which is generally valid. As visual illusions 

indicate, among our senses, vision is dominant. When there is a conflict between vision and other 

sensations, vision usually dominates, a phenomenon called visual capture.’ 

https://www.coursehero.com/file/p6p130n/Perceptual-Illusions-How-illusions-help-us-to-

understand-perception-Illusions/ 

  

https://www.coursehero.com/file/p6p130n/Perceptual-Illusions-How-illusions-help-us-to-understand-perception-Illusions/
https://www.coursehero.com/file/p6p130n/Perceptual-Illusions-How-illusions-help-us-to-understand-perception-Illusions/
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
 
Lesson Objective:   

• Waiting on God's promises can be hard. 

• Sometimes people don’t like what we believe in and that’s ok. 

• Things in life may not be what they seem but God is with you always. 
 

 Attention Grabber:  Illusions. 
Please find pictures of illusions at the end of the lesson. If you can project the images so that they are 
large.  Otherwise print them, try print them at A4 size. 
 
 

  Bible Story and Discussion:   
Read Isaiah 65:17-25 and Luke 21:5-19 
 
Who is Isaiah? (Isaiah is a prophet in the old Testament of the bible) 
What does Isaiah do? (Prophets speak on behalf of God to the people) 
What makes you scared? (eg.the dark, spiders, hieghts, clowns) 
Ask your group if they have ever seen a clown? 
Have you ever seen a clown out of costume? Some of us are scared of clowns because their faces 
are painted strangely and they wear funny clothes and do funny things but when they are not in 
their costumes, they are normal people just like you and me. We probably won't be afraid of them? 
 
Sometimes things seem scary but God can show us the way out. 

 
 

Prayer:  Hi Jesus!  Thank you so much for this day. Thank you for our teachers and friends. Help 
us to remember that you are always with us. Thank you for guiding me every day and 
helping me when I am afraid. We love you so much! Amen. 

 
 

 Craft:   
 
More than meets the eye colouring picture 
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  Physical activity:   
Materials needed: 
Balloons (enough for 1 per child) or you can substitute the balloons with paper aeroplanes. 
  
We are going to play a game to help us imagine what it might feel like to live in such a peaceful world. 
Everyone will get a balloon or paper aeroplane. 
 Your job is to keep your balloon in the air. The game begins with a wolf (appoint a wolf or play the 
part yourself) who wants to knock your balloon away from you so that it will land on the floor. No one 
except you and the wolf can touch your balloon.  
The second part of the game is played in God’s new world. Everyone, including the wolf, has to work 
together to keep all the balloons in the air for as long as possible.  
Play the Game Give everyone (except the wolf) a balloon. Allow play to go on for a while, making sure 
the wolf has some success.  
After a while, call a time out and give the wolf a balloon. See how long the group can keep the balloons 
in the air. Add more balloons for a greater challenge.  
Regrouping and discussion 
How did it feel to have the wolf steal your balloon? 
How did it feel to work together without having to be scared of anyone? (if kids insist the competition 
against the wolf was more fun – which it may well have been – point out that it wouldn’t have been 
so fun if the wolf was actually trying to eat them.)  
Was it difficult to cooperate? How was it difficult? Why was it difficult? 
 
 

Older children (7 – 13 years): 
Lesson objective:  

• God has promised a New heaven and a new earth. 

• Things may not be what they seem but God is always with you. 

• Waiting on God's promises can be hard. 

• Sometimes people don’t like what we believe in and that’s ok. 
 

  Attention Grabber:   
Please find pictures of illusions at the end of the lesson. If you have the resources project the images 
so that they are large. If you have to print, try print them at A4 size.  Talk about how things are not 
always what they first appear to be. 

 

  Bible Story and Discussion:  
Read Isaiah 65:17-25 and Luke 21:5-19 

Ask your group what stands out in the passage for them? 
How does this passage make you feel? 
What is a prophet and what do they do? (a person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer of 

the will of God, they are NOT fortune tellers or can see the future) 
Have you ever thought of the future? What does it look like to you? 
Have you ever thought about heaven? Explain what heaven is to you. 
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In the Isaiah reading the writer describes a place where there is peace and harmony but, in the Luke, 
reading Jesus describes a scary future.  
Jesus also tells us not to worry because he will be with us and help us.  
Sometimes things have to ‘hit rock bottom’ before they become good again. 
Sometimes things aren’t always what they seem.  Have you ever been in a situation that seemed like 
things weren’t working out but ended up ok? Eg: Mom is running late to pick you up from school and 
you tired and hungry, but then you see an old friend you haven’t seen in ages and have a chance to 
catch up.  
 

Prayer. Dear Jesus. Thank you that you are interested in me. Please would you guide me every 
day and help me through difficult times. Please meet me here in my prayer. Please help me to find 
you in all that I do, please help me be the person you designed me to be. We love you lots 
Amen. 

  Physical activity:  
Balloons (enough for 1 per child) or you can substitute the balloons with paper aeroplanes. 
 We are going to play a game to help us imagine what it might feel like to live in such a peaceful world. 

Everyone will get a balloon. 
 Your job is to keep your balloon in the air. The game begins with a wolf (appoint a wolf or play the 
part yourself) who wants to knock your balloon away from you so that it will land on the floor. No one 
except you and the wolf can touch your balloon.  
The second part of the game is played in God’s new world. Everyone, including the wolf, has to work 
together to keep all the balloons in the air for as long as possible.  
Play the Game Give everyone (except the wolf) a balloon. Allow play to go on for a while, making sure 
the wolf has some success.  
After a while, call a time out and give the wolf a balloon. Keep an eye on the clock or set a timer to 
see how long the group can keep the balloons in the air.  
Add more balloons for a greater challenge.  
Regrouping How did it feel to have the wolf steal your balloon? 
 How did it feel to work together without having to be scared of anyone? (if kids insist the competition 
against the wolf was more fun – which it may well have been – point out that it wouldn’t have been 
so fun if the wolf was actually trying to eat them.)  
Was is difficult to cooperate? How was it difficult? Why was it difficult? 
 

Craft 
If you want to do a craft, they can colour in the picture the same as for the younger group. 
 

  Physical activity:  Bind Us Together 
All you need is one long ribbon / string per team.  
Divide your group into teams. The object of the game is to have every member of the team linked 
together with ribbon. The first player threads the ribbon through their shirt sleeve and down their 
pant leg. The next player threads the ribbon up their pant leg and out their shirt sleeve. And so on 
and so on.  The first team linked wins.  
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Illusions: 

Look at each picture. What is the first thing you see? Look closer. What else can you see?  
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? How much do you know?  

Feast of Christ the King 
20 November 2022 

 
 

  

Information for the teacher: 
 
Today's lesson is the last for the year, and so it is a good opportunity to revise all the lessons that have been 
covered. There are ideas for Christmas plays which come after this but you might like to use them sooner 
depending on the programme at your church. 
 
This could be done in the form of a quiz, which can be done in many ways.  The children can do a quiz within their 
classes. For the very young children, this could involve paging through the Bible, asking simple questions about the 
stories taught, and singing songs learnt throughout the year about each of the stories. 
 
For the older children, each teacher may prepare a quiz based on all the lessons taught this year.  The questions 
should range from simple to difficult. A few memory verses can be included. To make the quiz less daunting, the 
children may like to answer the quiz in groups. Each group can write their answers on a piece of paper, which the 
other groups, or the teacher can mark at the end of the quiz.  The quiz, including the marking of it, should not take 
much more than 30 minutes - it is supposed to be fun!  There can be a small prize for the winning team. 
 
Another way to conduct the quiz is to bring the whole Sunday School together, and then to divide the children into 
groups, such that each group has a range of ages.  The quiz then needs to have easy questions for the very young 
to answer, as well as more challenging questions for the older children. 
 
As you work through today's lesson, you will find that all aspects are a form of revision.  If you have kept samples 
of the crafts and worksheets done this year, they can be put on display.  You may have taken photos of some of the 
activities which can also serve as a reminder of all that has been done. Today is also an opportunity to invite the 
parents to the Sunday School to see what the children have learnt throughout the year. 
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Snacks: Select a variety of snacks from the lessons which have been covered this 
year.  Before eating the snacks, there can be a discussion as to which lesson each snack is a reminder 
of. 

Activities: Select the most loved games from the lessons taught this year or perhaps play a 
game which you did not get a chance to play during the lessons earlier this year. 
 

Songs: Select songs learnt within the lessons this year. 
 

Craft: Put out some materials that the children can use as a response to what they have 
learnt this year, or what has stood out for them in Sunday School, or what their favourite lesson was, 
or what Sunday school means to them.  It could also be something that  represents God’s love for 
them. Materials could include paper, cardboard, scissors, glue, crayons, sand, or perhaps they could 
make use of something in the church gardens. This craft work can be put on display for all to see. 
 
You could remind the children of some of the lessons during the year.  
The Baptism and temptation of Jesus  
The wedding at Cana and the teachings of Jesus 
The good Samaritan 
And the lessons from the Old Testament of the prophets, Esther, the exile and restoration; Job. 
 

Prayer:  
(Use the prayer time as an opportunity to remind the children of what they have learnt this 
year.  Perhaps begin with an opportunity for the children to say their own prayers. 
Here’s an example of a prayer that can be used. keep it simple for the younger children. ) 
Dear Lord 
We thank you for the many stories we have learnt about this year.  We thank you for the parables 
which teach us how to live as you want us to.  In all that we do, may we always remember to ask 
“What Would Jesus DO”? Help us to be on the look-out for ways in which we can be helping hands in 
the world, spreading your love to those around us. 
 
We are sorry for the bad things we do. We thank you that you love us so much, and that even when 
we do wrong, and turn away from you, you still love us.  We thank you that you only want what is 
best for us. 
 
We thank you that you have been with Your people from the beginning of time and that you sent 
your son, Jesus to be the saviour of the world. 
 
And now, as we decorate our Christmas tree this year, may we be reminded of the Christmas story – 
of that little baby born in a manger.  May this time be one of great joy and peace and may the love 
of God shine though!  Amen 
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The real meaning of Christmas 

First Sunday of Advent 
27 November 2022 

 
Readings: Luke 2: 1 -20; Matthew 21-10   
Theme: The true meaning of Christmas 
Memory verse: “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town 
of David, a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign for you: You will find 
a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2: 10-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information for the teacher: 
 
Christmas is coming!  The shops are filled with Christmas decorations. There are carols by candlelight events.  
 
Christmas is a very happy time and is widely celebrated throughout the world. There is an overwhelming spirit 
of peace and goodwill amongst all. 
 
However, many complain that with all these decorations and shopping the true meaning of Christmas is lost. 
Many forget or choose to ignore the original Christmas story of that special baby born in a manger in the town 
of Bethlehem.  It is alarming to find advent calendars decorated with Santa Claus, or even worse, super heroes! 
 
For those of us who wish to be reminded of the Christmas story at this time of year, the true meaning of 
Christmas can be found in many of the little things we do to get ready for that special day, and today’s lesson 
encourages us to open our eyes to all the traditions of Christmas that can add to the richness of our faith as 
well as our celebrations of this special day. 
 
And so, may the true meaning of Christmas shine through in all that you do to prepare for this great 
celebration.   
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Lesson Suggestions: 

Younger Children (3 – 6 years): 
Lesson Objective: To be reminded of the Christmas story – the true meaning of Christmas 

 

 Attention Grabber:  Begin today’s lesson by singing Christmas Carols.    
 

  Bible Story: The Christmas Story (Luke 2: 1 -20; Matthew 21-10) 
Christmas is coming soon. What do you most like about Christmas? (Allow the children to freely 
describe what they like about Christmas. They may mention getting gifts, spending time with family, 
singing Christmas carols, preparing and enjoying food on Christmas day; remembering the birthday 
of baby Jesus etc.) 
 
Do you know why we celebrate Christmas?  (We remember the day when baby Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem.  Jesus was God’s promise to the world – God’s gift to the world) 
 
You may want to now tell the Christmas story, making use of a Children’s Bible, or else move straight 
on to the activity below which involves discussing the Christmas story as you decorate a Christmas 
tree.  
 

Activity: 
 
We can remember the Christmas story as we decorate our Christmas tree.  
 Let’s now do this together.  
 
Note to teacher:  For this activity, preferably bring a Christmas tree to class with Christmas 
decorations- the decorations you should bring are discussed below. The children can help you 
decorate the tree as you discuss each decoration.  If you are not able to bring a Christmas tree to 
class, then just bring a few Christmas decorations and pull out each decoration from a bag as you 
discuss its relevance to the Christmas story.  Another option is to paste or draw a large Christmas tree 
on a piece of cardboard and then make use of the pictures at the end of the lesson to decorate the 
tree.   

• Firstly, we have the Christmas tree, always green – it never dies.  It reminds us of eternal 
life – of life that never ends.   

• Next we add lights to the Christmas tree – why?  (Jesus, light of the world came into the 
world that first Christmas. Jesus takes away the darkness of the world.) 

• What do we usually put on the top of the Christmas tree?  (A star or an angel) 

• Today we will put a star on top of the tree.  Where does the star fit into the Christmas story?  
(A star shone above the stable where Baby Jesus was born. The wise men saw the star and 
knew that Jesus had been born. They followed the star to find Jesus in Bethlehem.) 

• Bring out the angel decorations.  Where do the angels fit into the story? (The shepherds 
were in the field that night, looking after their sheep, when suddenly there was a bright light.  
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An angel appeared saying, “Do not be afraid, I bring you great news of joy. This night a baby 
has been born in Bethlehem.  You will find him wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”) 

• Bring out the candy cane decoration.  Which part of the Christmas story do you think this 
decoration can represent?  (The candy cane can represent a shepherds crook – the shepherds 
used this to look after their sheep. The shepherds were filled with joy at the news of the birth 
of Jesus.)   

• Often we put little gifts on the tree. Why do we do this?  (Jesus is God’s gift to the world.  
God so loved the world that God gave Jesus to us.  At Christmas time, we often give gifts to 
others.  Just as God loved us, so we share this gift of love with others.  We show our love by 
giving gifts to each other.) 

 
And so Christmas is a time of joy.  Sometimes we also place bells on our tree to remind us of the 
Church bells that ring, telling the world of the birth of Jesus. 

 
What is your favourite Christmas decoration? (Allow the children to freely answer this question. 
Note that if the children mention decorations such as tinsel or baubles, ask them how they think 
this decoration may fit into the Christmas story. A suggested response is that these decorations 
beautify our Christmas tree and add to the celebration of the birth of baby Jesus. Decorations 
such as wreaths can represent the never- ending love of God or unity –peace amongst all. Santa 
Claus decorations remind us of the joy of Christmas and the sharing of gifts to show our love for 
each other) 

 

Craft:  We are now going to make our own Christmas 
decorations.  There are some ideas at the end of the lesson but you may 
have other ideas. Provide glue, crayons, paint and anything else that the 
children might need to decorate their Christmas decoration.  
 
Many more ideas for Christmas decorations can be found in books and 
on the internet.   
 
Another idea which you may like to do as a class project is shown in the 
picture. Each child decorates a star – the stars can vary in size. The stars 
are then placed in such a way as to create a giant Christmas tree.   
 

Prayer: Christmas is such a happy time. We pray that as we 
decorate our Christmas tree this year we will be reminded of the Christmas story – of that little 
baby born in a manger – the true meaning of Christmas. 
 
Perhaps end this prayer time with a Christmas carol e.g. Away in a manger 
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Older children (7 – 13 years): 

Lesson objectives:  To be reminded of the Christmas story – the true meaning of Christmas 
 

  Attention Grabber:  Christmas is coming soon.  We all know the Christmas story well. Do 
the activity on page 82 as a quick review of the Christmas story.  (As you go through the answers of 
this activity you will be briefly revising the Christmas story.) 

 

  Bible Story and discussion: 
What do you most like about Christmas? 
 
Today’s story is a little different from that which we are used to hearing at Christmas.   
Listen carefully – I am sure you will learn something new. 
 
Note to teacher: As you tell the story for today, you will need the outline of a Christmas tree placed 
on a large piece of cardboard.  Make use of the pictures found on page86 – colour them before the 
lesson. As you mention each decoration add it to the Christmas tree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The night before Christmas 
 

It was the night before Christmas.  All was quiet.  I had just finished tidying and was about to go to bed 
when I heard a noise.  To my surprise, Santa himself stepped out from behind the Christmas tree. He 
placed a finger over his mouth so that I would not cry out. 
 
“What are you doing?” I started to ask, but the words choked up in my throat.  I saw he had tears in his 
eyes. His usual jolly manner was gone.  Gone was the eager, joyful soul we all know.  He then answered 
me with a simple statement, “Teach the children!” 
 
I was puzzled – what did he mean? I think he knew what I was thinking, and with one quick movement, he 
brought out a toy bag. He then said, “Teach the children! Teach them the meaning of Christmas. The 
meaning that now-a-days has been forgotten” 
 
Santa then reached into his bag and pulled out a Christmas tree and placed it on the floor. Teach the 
children that this tree remains green all year round, reminding us of everlasting hope.   
 
He then reached into his bag and pulled out a brilliant star, and placed it on top of the tree. Teach the 
children that the star was the heavenly sign of promises long ago. God promised a Saviour for the world, 
and the star was the fulfilment of this promise. 
 
He then reached into his bag and pulled out a candle. Teach the children that the lights on the tree 
symbolise that Christ is the light of the world, and when we see these lights we are reminded of He who 
takes over the darkness. 
 
He then reached into his bag and pulled out an angel. Teach the children that it was the angels that 
announced the glorious news of the Saviour’s birth. The angels sang “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace and goodwill to all.” 
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Reflection: 
Ask the children what they thought of the story and any comments they would like to make. 
Hopefully, when we put up our Christmas trees this year, we will be reminded of this lesson and the 
true meaning of Christmas. 
 

 Craft: We are now each going to make a Christmas 
decoration to take home to put on our Christmas trees.  Examples of 
decorations to make are at the end of the lessson. The angel is more 
difficult to do than the star. You may have ideas of your own which 
you would prefer to use – there are many ideas in books and on the 
internet.  Bring glue and collage papers and crayons for the children 
to use to decorate their Christmas decorations. 
 
If time, the children can perhaps also do a class project, such as that 
shown in the picture below. Each child decorates a star. The stars are 
then placed in such a way as to create a giant Christmas tree. 

 

 Songs: The children can listen to Christmas carols as they 
make their Christmas decorations. 
 

Prayer: Christmas is a time of great celebration.  In all that we do as we get ready for this 
special day, may we be reminded of the Christmas story – of that little baby boy born in a manger. 
May this time be one of great joy and peace, and may the love of God shine through.  Amen 
 
References: 
www.catholicnewsagency.com>advent 
 

 
Santa then reached into his bag and pulled out a candy cane and hung it on the tree. Teach the children that 
the candy cane represents the shepherd’s crook – the shepherds were filled with joy at the news of the 
saviour’s birth.  May we be filled with that same joy. 
 
Then he pulled out a gift and said.  Teach the children that the wise men bowed before the holy babe and 
presented him with gold, frankincense and myrrh. The wise men honoured and adored the special baby and 
we should do the same.  
 
Finally he said to me, “Teach the children the true meaning of Christmas. Teach them that I, Santa, only 
symbolise the generosity and goodwill we feel during the month of December, so do not put ME in the 
centre.  For I am but a humble servant of the ONE that IS, and I bow down to worship Him, our Lord, our 
God.  It was not me, but God who gave us the greatest gift of all – the gift of Jesus Christ. 

 
Santa looked back and was pleased. He looked at me and I saw that the twinkle was back in his eyes. His job 
for the night was done.  
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Ring-a-ling, hear them ring 

Soon it will be Christmas Day. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just for fun!! 
 
There is a deeper meaning in many of the Christmas traditions.  The song, “The Twelve days of 
Christmas” is said to have been written between 1558 and 1829 when Roman Catholics were 
not allowed to practice their faith openly, and so the song is filled with hidden meanings, used 
as a catechism song for young Catholics. 

• My “true love” is God.  God is love! 

• Partridge in a pear tree:  Represents Jesus. The partridge is willing to sacrifice its life if 
necessary to protect its young. 

• Two turtle doves: The Old and New testaments 

• Three French hens: Faith, hope and love 

• Four calling birds: The four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

• Five golden rings: The first five books of the Old Testament 

• Six geese a-laying: The six days of Creation 

• Seven swans a-swimming: The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit – prophesy, serving, 
teaching, exhortation, contribution, leadership and mercy 

• Eight maids a-milking: The eight beatitudes 

• Nine ladies dancing: Nine fruits of the spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

• Ten lords a-leaping: Ten Commandments 

• Eleven pipers piping: The eleven faithful apostles 

• Twelve drummers drumming: Twelve points of belief in the Apostles’ Creed 
 
 
 
 

What do you know about Christmas? 

Match the words in column A with Column B 

Column A    Column B 

Joseph    Mother of Jesus 

Mary                King who wanted to kill Jesus 

Shepherds               Angel who visited Mary 

John the Baptist              Led the three wise men to Jesus 

Nativity    Heard about Jesus from the angels 

Wise men               Town where Jesus was born 

Bethlehem               Followed the star 

Star                Husband of Mary 

Herod                Birth of Jesus 

Gabriel    Cousin of Jesus 
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Nativity plays 

An extra recourse 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUST A LITTLE CHRISTMAS 
(Children’s Version) © 2009, Sharon Kay Chatwell Sunday School Center www.SundaySchoolCenter.com 

Characters: About 12: Mary, Joseph, Angel, Emperor Caesar Augustus/ King Herod 

3 Kings, Soldiers, Shepherds (can be played by same actors in different costumes). 

Narrators (1-3) 

Costumes: Easy, loose fitting items such as large pieces of cloth tied at the waist for tunics. 

Big pieces of fabric for shawls and head coverings. Sandals for feet (or bare feet). Crowns 

and fancy things for the kings. Shields and/or armour for the soldiers.  

Narrators may want to wear matching clothes or Christmas outfits. 

Props: Manger. Baby Doll with blankets to represent Baby Jesus. 

Chair for Angel to drag around and stand on.  Optional: Throne or big chair for King Herod 

Stuffed animal type sheep for the shepherds to “watch” or carry around 

DIRECTOR’S NOTES: 

• When planning your Christmas event, invite the pastor, or Children’s Leader to welcome 

the congregation, to pray, and to introduce the play. 

• If you like you may wish to include some Christmas songs either before or after the play.  

Please use any of your favourite Christmas songs! 

 

 [SETTING –A MANGER set up at CENTERSTAGE FRONT with the DOLL 

representing Baby Jesus hidden nearby.] [NARRATORS ENTER] 

 

Narrator 1: A long time ago in a city of Nazareth there was a woman named Mary. 

[MARY ENTERS and moves to CENTERSTAGE.] 

Narrator 1: Mary was promised to marry a man named Joseph, who lived there too. 

[JOSEPH ENTERS and moves to STAGE LEFT.] 

Narrator 2: One day, an angel from God came and talked to Mary. 

[ANGEL ENTERS dragging a chair and moves to CENTERSTAGE] 

Narrator 2: He told Mary she was going to have a baby. 

[ANGEL sets chair near MARY and stands up on chair before saying line.] 

Information for the teacher: 
 
This year we decided to include a couple of nativity plays in the curriculum. You don’t have to do a nativity play 
but we felt that we should include some options for those who would like to. 
 
In each play (there are three) they give suggestions for costumes and stage directions and songs. These are 
suggestions, use what is available and for the rest get creative. 
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Angel: Mary, you’re going to have a baby! And He will be the Son of God. 

[MARY looks up at ANGEL and says line happily, like there’s no problem] 

Mary: Oh, OK! 

Narrator 3: (as if giving directions to angel) And then the angel left! 

[ANGEL gets down off of chair and drags it towards CENTERSTAGE BACK and 

waits there.] 

Narrator 3: Now, Joseph wasn’t sure what to do when he heard that Mary was going 

to have a baby. 

[JOSEPH paces back and forth and looks worried.] 

Narrator 3: So, one night while he was asleep, the angel came to talk to Joseph too. 

[JOSEPH lies down.] 

 [ANGEL drags chair to STAGE LEFT, positions chair near JOSEPH, and gets up 

on chair before saying line.] 

Angel: Joseph, Mary is going to have a baby from God. It’s OK for you to marry 

her and take care of her and the baby. You will name the baby Jesus. 

Joseph: Oh, OK! 

Narrator 3: And, so that’s just what he did. 

[JOSEPH walks over to MARY, offers her his arm, and they walk back to STAGE LEFT.] 

[ANGEL EXITS dragging the chair.] 

[EMPEROR ENTERS and stands at STAGE RIGHT.] 

Narrator 1: A while later, the Emperor in Rome, Caesar Augustus, said that everyone 

had to go to their own hometown to be counted. 

Emperor: Everyone go to your own hometown, so that I can count you! 

[EMPEROR EXITS.] 

Narrator 1: So Mary and Joseph went to the town of Bethlehem to be counted, because 

Joseph was of the house and line of David. And Bethlehem was known as the City of David. 

[MARY and JOSEPH walk to CENTERSTAGE FRONT near MANGER.] 

Narrator 2: There were lots of other people there too. There were so many people, in fact, that 

there was no room for them in the inn. So, Mary and Joseph stayed in a stable, which was a 

place for animals to stay warm and dry. 

Narrators 2 and 3: There was a cow there. (Mooo) 

There was a sheep there. (Baaaa) 

There was a chicken there. (Bock Bock Bock.) 

And Mary and Joseph stayed there too. 

Narrator 1: While they were there, baby Jesus was born and Mary took him and wrapped Him 

up warm and laid Him in the manger. 

[MARY takes baby doll and places it in manger.] 

Narrator 2: That night there were some shepherds out in the fields watching over their 

flocks of sheep. 

 [SHEPHERDS ENTER at STAGE LEFT. They may be carrying stuffed-animal type sheep.] 

Shepherd: (Baaaa) 

[ANGEL ENTERS dragging the chair again. When SHEPHERDS see ANGEL 

they fall down on their faces and quake in fear.] 

Narrator 2: And the angel came and talked to the shepherds. And they were terribly 

afraid. 

[ANGEL gets up on chair, before saying line.] 

Angel: Don’t be afraid! I bring you good news! The Saviour, which is Christ the 

Lord, has been born today in Bethlehem! You will find the baby wrapped in soft cloths and 

lying in a manger! 

Narrator 2: And all of a sudden there were lots of angels saying… 
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All Narrators: Glory to God in the highest. Peace on Earth! Good will to all! 

[ANGEL waves arms back and forth] 

Narrator 2: And then the angels left. 

[ANGEL gets down off the chair and EXITS dragging the chair.] 

Narrator 3: And when the angels had left, the shepherds went and found the baby Jesus in the 

manger, just as they had been told. 

[SHEPHERDS cross to CENTERSTAGE and kneel down by MANGER.] 

Narrator 3: And when they found Him, they worshiped Him. 

Narrator 1: Not far away, in a place called Jerusalem, there lived an evil King named Herod. 

[KING HEROD and SOLDIERS ENTER from STAGE RIGHT with throne. KING 

HEROD sits on throne and SOLDIERS stand on either side of throne.] 

[SHEPHERDS EXIT at STAGE LEFT.]\ 

Narrator 1: One day after baby Jesus had been born, wise men came to Jerusalem 

looking for the newly born King of the Jews. 

 [3 WISE MEN ENTER carrying gifts and cross to STAGE RIGHT.] 

Narrator 2: They asked King Herod where He was. 

3 Kings: Where is he who is born “King of the Jews”? 

Narrator 3: So the king asked his advisors. 

King Herod: Where is this King of the Jews to be born? 

Narrator 3: In Bethlehem. 

King Herod: (to kings) In Bethlehem. Go and find Him and let me know where He is 

so I can come and worship Him too. 

Narrator 2: So the wise men went and found baby Jesus by following His star and 

when they found Him, they worshiped Him. 

[WISE MEN CROSS to CENTERSTAGE and kneel down. They place their gifts 

near the MANGER.] 

Narrator 3: But King Herod didn’t really want to worship baby Jesus. He wanted to 

harm Him. The wise men were warned by God about this, so they went home another way. 

[WISE MEN EXIT without going back towards KING HEROD.] 

Narrator 3: When the King found out he was tricked, he was really mad! 

King Herod: Arrghh!! I am really mad!!! 

Narrator 1: He was determined to destroy this newborn king! So King Herod sent his 

soldiers to Bethlehem to find the baby Jesus. 

King Herod: (speaking to soldiers) Go and find Him and destroy HIM! 

[KING HEROD points to CENTERSTAGE! SOLDIERS don’t move yet.] 

[ANGEL ENTERS dragging chair to CENTERSTAGE, where ANGEL stops and 

stands on chair.] 

Narrator 1: But God warned Joseph in a dream to GET OUT OF THERE! 

Angel: (shouting with hands cupped around mouth)…GET OUT OF THERE! 

Narrator 1: And so they did. 

 [MARY and JOSEPH EXIT at STAGE LEFT QUICKLY.] 

[ANGEL stays on chair and watches activity onstage.] 

[SOLDIERS cross to CENTERSTAGE and look disappointed because they missed 

Mary and Joseph! ANGEL looks very happy!] 

Narrator 2: And so Joseph and Mary and the little baby Jesus went to Egypt. And 

they stayed there until the evil King Herod died. 

[KING HEROD “plays dead”. SOLDIERS carry or drag King Herod offstage.] 

Narrator 2: After King Herod died, God told Joseph it was safe to come back because 

the people who wanted the child dead had now died. 

Angel: (shouting to Mary and Joseph, who are still offstage) HEY! You can 
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COME BACK NOW!!! IT’S SAFE!! 

[MARY and JOSEPH ENTER and move to STAGE LEFT.] 

Narrator 3: Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus came back from Egypt. And they went 

to live in the town of Nazareth again. 

Narrator 3: And that’s where baby Jesus grew up… until He was grown. 

[ALL ACTORS ENTER and stand across the stage facing the audience.] 

Narrator 1: And so now you’ve heard it all: About how God sent His Only Son to be 

born as a baby, so that later He could save everyone from their sins. And all it took was… 

All Narrators: …Just a Little Christmas! 

All Cast: Glory to God in the Highest! Peace on Earth! Good will to all people! 

[CURTAIN CALL] 

THE END 

 

Amahl and the Night Visitors - by Gian-Carlo Menotti 

Cast 
Amahl (boy soprano) 

Amahl’s Mother (soprano or mezzo-soprano) 

King Kaspar (tenor) 

King Melchior (baritone) 

King Balthazar (bass) 

The Page (bass) 

The Shepherds 

ONLY ACT 
Amahl sits outside a poor shack of a house, gazing earnestly at the sky. 

MOTHER (calling from inside the house) 

Amahl! Amahl! 

AMAHL (replying absently) 

Oh! 

MOTHER (again, coming from somewhere inside) 

Time to go to bed. 

AMAHL (answering) 

Coming... 

(continuing to gaze at the stars above him) 

MOTHER (her voice a bit terser) 

Amahl!  AMAHL 

(again, the boy replies) 

Coming... 

(but otherwise he seems not to have heard) 

MOTHER (storming out of the house) 

How long must I shout to make you obey? 

AMAHL: I’m sorry, Mother. 

MOTHER: Hurry in! It’s time to go to bed. 

AMAHL (pleading with his mother) 

But Mother – let me stay a little longer. 

MOTHER The wind is cold. 

AMAHL But my cloak is warm; let me stay a little longer! 

MOTHER The night is dark. 
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AMAHL But the sky is light, let me stay a little longer! 

MOTHER The time is late. 

AMAHL But the moon hasn’t risen yet, let me stay a little... 

MOTHER (cutting him off curtly) There won’t be any moon tonight. 

But there will be a weeping child very soon, if he doesn’t hurry up and obey his mother. 

AMAHL (sighing) ...oh very well... 

The two go inside. 

MOTHER What was keeping you outside? 

AMAHL (replying excitedly) 

Oh mother! You should go out and see! There’s never been such a sky. 

Damp clouds have shined it,and soft winds have swept it, as if to make it ready for a king’s 

ball. All its lanterns are lit, all its torches are burning, and its dark floor is shining like crystal. 

Hanging over our roof, there is a star as large as a window; 

and the star has a tail, and it moves across the sky like a chariot on fire. 

MOTHER Oh Amahl! 

When will you stop telling lies? 

All day long you wander about in a dream. 

Here we are with nothing to eat – 

not a stick of wood on the fire, 

not a drop of oil in the jug, 

and all you do is to worry your mother with fairy tales. 

Oh, Amahl... have you forgotten your promise never, never to lie to your mother again? 

AMAHL Mother darling, I’m not lying. 

Please do believe me... please do believe me. 

Come outside and let me show you. 

See for yourself... see for yourself. 

MOTHER (reprimanding Amahl) 

Stop bothering me! 

Why should I believe you? 

You come with a new one every day! 

First it was a leopard with a woman’s head. 

Then it was a tree branch that shrieked and bled. 

Then it was a fish as big as a boat, with whiskers like a cat, and wings like a bat, 

and horns like a goat 

and now it is a star as big as a window (or was it a carriage)? 

And if that weren’t enough, the star has a tail and the tail is of fire... 

AMAHL But there is a star... and it has a tail... this long. 

Well, maybe only this long...  But it’s there! 

MOTHER Amahl! 

AMAHL (insisting)  Cross my heart and hope to die... 

MOTHER (throwing up her hands in exasperation) 

Hunger has gone to your head. 

Dear God, what is a poor widow to do, 

when her cupboards and pockets are empty and everything sold? 

Unless we go begging how shall we live through tomorrow? 

My little son, a beggar! 

AMAHL (trying to comfort his mother) 

Don’t cry mother dear; don’t worry for me. 

If we must go begging, a good beggar I’ll be. 

I know sweet tunes to set people dancing. 
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We’ll walk and walk from village to town – 

you dressed as a gypsy, and I as a clown. 

We’ll walk and walk from village to town. 

At noon, we shall eat roast goose and sweet almonds. 

At night we shall sleep with the sheep and the stars. 

I’ll play my pipes, you’ll sing and you’ll shout. 

The windows will open and people lean out. 

The king will ride by and hear your loud voice 

and throw us some gold to stop all the noise. 

At noon we shall eat roast goose and sweet almonds; 

at night we shall sleep with the sheep and the stars. 

MOTHER Kiss me good night. 

MOTHER, AMAHL (to each other) 

Good night. 

They both go to bed. 

Three kings stroll through the shadows of the night on their journey to see the Christ child. 

THREE KINGS 

From far away we come and farther we must go. 

How far... how far... my crystal star? 

The shepherd dreams inside the fold. 

Cold are the sands by the silent sea. 

Frozen the incense in our frozen hands, 

heavy the gold. 

How far... how far... my crystal star? 

By silence-sunken lakes, the antelope leaps. 

In paper-painted oasis, the drunken gypsy weeps. 

The hungry lion wanders, the cobra sleeps. 

How far... how far... my crystal star? 

The kings knock at the door. 

MOTHER Amahl! 

AMAHL Yes, mother? 

MOTHER Go and see who’s knocking at the door. 

Amahl goes over to the door. 

AMAHL (returning excitedly) 

Mother... Mother... come with me! I want to be sure that you see what I see. 

MOTHER (having no patience with Amahl) 

What is the matter with you now? 

What is all this fuss about? Who is it then? 

AMAHL (unsure how to report the events) 

Mother.. outside the door... there is... there is a king with a crown! 

MOTHER (exasperated) 

What shall I do with this boy? 

What shall I do... what shall I do? 

If you don’t learn to tell the truth, 

I’ll have to spank you! 

Go back and see who it is and ask them what they want... 

After checking the door again, Amahl returns, more insistent than ever. 

AMAHL Mother! Mother! Mother, come with me! 

I want to be sure that you see what I see. 

MOTHER What is the matter with you now? What is all this fuss about? 
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AMAHL (hanging his head quietly) Mother, I didn’t tell the truth before. 

MOTHER That’s a good boy. 

AMAHL There is not a king outside. 

MOTHER I should say not. 

AMAHL There are two kings. 

MOTHER (losing her patience altogether) 

What shall I do with this boy? What shall I do? What shall I do? 

(admonishing Amahl)) 

Hurry back and see who it is, and don’t you dare make up tales... 

AMAHL (returning to his mother from the door)) 

Mother! Mother! Mother come with me.  

If I tell you the truth, I know you won’t believe me... 

MOTHER Try it for a change. 

AMAHL But you won’t believe me. 

MOTHER I’ll believe you, if you tell me the truth... 

AMAHL Sure enough, there are not two kings outside. 

MOTHER That is surprising. 

AMAHL The kings are three, and one of them is black. 

MOTHER (feeling more frustrated with Amahl) 

Oh, what shall I do with this boy?  If you were stronger I’d like to whip you. 

AMAHL I knew it. 

MOTHER (pulling herself out of bed) 

I’m going to the door myself. 

And then, young man, you’ll have to reckon with me! 

THE KINGS AND THEIR PAGE (greeting the Mother courteously) 

Good evening. Good evening... 

The mother gasps quietly. 

AMAHL (behind her) What did I tell you? 

MOTHER (pushing her son back) Shhhh...!  

(addressing the kings awkwardly) Noble sires... 

THE KINGS May we rest awhile in your house and warm ourselves by your fireplace? 

MOTHER I am a poor widow. A cold fireplace and a bed straw are all I have to offer you. 

To these, you are welcome. 

KASPAR What did she say? 

BALTHAZAR That we are welcome. 

KASPAR Oh, thank you, thank you, thank you! 

MOTHER Come in... come in... 

The three kings and page enter the small house. 

MELCHIOR It is nice here. 

MOTHER I shall go and gather wood for the fire. I’ve nothing in the house. 

KINGS We can only stay a little while. We must not lose sight of our star. 

MOTHER ...your star? 

AMAHL (feeling obliged to remind her) What did I tell you? 

(hushing Amahl) 

KINGS We still have a long way to go. 

MOTHER (announcing that she will be going out to gather some firewood) 

I shall be right back. 

And Amahl... don’t be a nuisance. 

AMAHL No, mother... 

The Mother exits the small creaking doorway into the night air. Amahl, meanwhile, realizes 
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that he must entertain their guests) 

AMAHL Are you a real king? 

BALTHAZAR: Yes. 

AMAHL: Have you regal blood? 

BALTHAZAR: Yes. 

AMAHL: Can I see it? 

BALTHAZAR: (sighing) It is just like yours. 

AMAHL: What’s the use of having it then? 

BALTHAZAR: (looking quizzically at Amahl) No use. 

AMAHL: Where is your house? 

BALTHAZAR: I live in a black marble palace full of black panthers and white doves. 

And you little boy, what do you do? 

AMAHL: I had a flock of sheep. 

But my mother sold them... sold them! 

Now there are no sheep left. 

I had a black goat who gave me warm sweet milk. 

But she died of old age... old age. 

Now there is no goat left. 

But Mother says that now we shall both go 

begging from door to door. Won’t it be fun? 

BALTHAZAR: (eyeing the boy closely) It has its points. 

AMAHL: (turning his attention to Kaspar) Are you a real king, too? 

Kaspar, being hard of hearing, has to ask Amahl to repeat himself, and Amahl obliges in a 

loud voice. Finally hearing the boy. 

KASPAR (saying jovially) Oh truly, truly... truly... Yes, I am a real king... 

(turning to Balthazar for assurance.) Am I not? 

BALTHAZAR: Yes, Kaspar. 

AMAHL: (spotting a small animal in a cage) What is that? 

KASPAR: (asking Amahl to speak up) Eh? 

AMAHL: Does it talk? 

KASPAR: (pointing to his ear) How do I know? 

AMAHL: Does it bite? 

KASPAR: (holding up his bandaged finger.) Yes. 

Amahl points to a decorated wooden box which Kaspar is carrying. 

AMAHL: And what is this? 

KASPAR: This is my box, this is my box... 

I never travel without my box. 

In the first drawer I keep my magic stones. 

One carnelian against all evil and envy. 

One moonstone to make you sleep. 

One red coral to heal your wounds. 

One lapis lazuli against quart and fever. 

One small jasper to help you find water. 

One small topaz to soothe your eyes. 

One red ruby to protect you from lightning. 

This is my box. This is my box 

I never travel without my box 

In the second drawer, I keep all my beads. 

Oh! How I love to play with beads... all kinds of beads! 

This is my box... this is my box... I never travel without my box. 
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In the third drawer... in the third drawer... 

(looking at Amahl with a gleam in his eye) 

Oh, little boy… oh little boy... 

(looking around at the other kings a bit sheepishly.) 

In the third drawer… I keep... 

Licorice! Licorice! Black sweet licorice... black sweet licorice! 

Have some. 

Amahl’s mother opens the door. Seeing how Amahl has become the center of attention, she 

admonishes him. 

MOTHER Amahl, I told you not to be a nuisance! 

AMAHL But it isn’t my fault; they kept asking me questions. 

MOTHER: I want you to go and call the other shepherds. 

Tell them about our visitors, and ask them to bring whatever they have 

in the house, as we have nothing to offer them. Hurry on! 

AMAHL: (heading for the door) Yes, mother. 

MOTHER (remarking on the pile of gifts) Oh, these beautiful things, and all that gold! 

MELCHIOR: These are the gifts to the child. 

MOTHER: The child... which child? 

MELCHIOR: We don’t know. But the star will guide us to him. 

MOTHER: But, perhaps I know him... what does he look like? 

MELCHIOR:Have you seen a child the color of wheat... the color of dawn? 

His eyes are mild; his hands are those of a king — as king he was born. 

Incense, myrrh, and gold we bring to his side; and the eastern star is our guide. 

MOTHER: Yes, I know a child the color of wheat.... 

the color of dawn. 

His eyes are mild; 

his hands are those of a king as king he was born. 

But no one will bring him incense or gold... 

though sick and poor and hungry and cold. 

He is my child my son, my darling my own. 

MELCHIOR: Have you seen a child the color of earth...the color of thorn? 

His eyes are sad; his hands are those of the poor as poor he was born. 

Incense, myrrh, and gold we bring to his side, and the eastern star is our guide. 

MOTHER: Yes, I know a child the color of earth... 

the color of thorn.  

His eyes are sad; his hands are those of the poor, as poor he was born. 

But no one will bring him incense or gold... 

though sick and poor and hungry and cold. 

He is my child, my son, my darling... my own. 

MELCHIOR:  The child we seek holds the seas and the winds on his palm. 

The child we seek has the moon and the stars at his feet. 

Before him, the eagle is gentle the lion is meek. 

THE THREE KINGS: Choirs of angels hover over his roof 

and sing him to sleep. 

He’s warmed by breath. 

He’s fed by mother who is both virgin and queen. 

Incense, myrrh, and gold we bring to his side, and the eastern star is our guide. 

MOTHER: (thinking of Amahl) 

The child I know on his palm holds my heart. 

The child I know at his feet has my life. 
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He is my child, my son, my darling, my own... 

And his name is Amahl. 

AMAHL: (peering out the door) The shepherds are coming... 

MELCHIOR: Wake up, Kaspar. 

THE SHEPHERDS 

(greeting each other as they get closer) 

Emily... Emily, Michael, Bartholomew — how are your children and how are your sheep? 

Dorothy... Dorothy, Peter, Evangeline — give me your hand come along with me. 

All the children have mumps. 

All the flocks are asleep. 

We are going with Amahl... bringing gifts to the kings. 

Benjamin... Benjamin, Lucas, Elizabeth — how are your children and how are your sheep? 

Carolyn, Carolyn, Mathew, Veronica, give me your hand, come along with me. 

Brrrr... how cold is the night! 

Brrrr... how icy the wind! 

Hold me very, very, very tight. 

Oh, how warm is your cloak! 

Katherine, Katherine, Christopher, Babila — How are your children and how are your sheep? 

Josephine, Josephine, Angela, Jeremy — Come along with me! 

The shepherds arrive at the door of the cottage and peer inside. Oh, look! Oh, look! 

MOTHER: Come in, come in... What are you afraid of? 

Don’t be bashful silly girl. 

Don’t be bashful silly boy. 

They won’t eat you. Show what you brought them. 

THE SHEPHERDS: (stumbling over each other, as they try to force their way in the door) 

Go on...! No, you go on! 

The shepherds present what they’ve brought the kings. 

Olives and quinces, apples and raisins, 

nutmeg and myrtle, medlars and chestnuts. 

This is all we shepherds can offer you. 

Citrons and lemon, musk and pomegranates, 

goat cheese and walnuts, figs and cucumbers. 

This is all we shepherds can offer you. 

Hazelnuts and chamomile, mignonettes and laurel, honeycombs 

and cinnamon, thyme, mint and garlic. 

This is all we shepherds can offer you. 

The kings express earnest appreciation. 

THE SHEPHERDS 

(eagerly pressing the gifts into the kings’ arms) 

Take them, take them... you are welcome. 

Take them... eat them... you are welcome, too. 

All of a sudden, a little girl makes a break for the door... and a little boy gets up, also 

thinking through how he will negotiate his way through the mass of bodies. Some of the 

young men pull the two children back. After much nudging, the children return into the 

middle of the one-room cottage, somewhat red-faced and embarrassed. 

THE SHEPHERDS (scolding the children using the same words with which the householder 

mother scolded them earlier) 

Don’t be bashful, silly girl 

Don’t be bashful, silly boy! 

They won’t eat you. 
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After an interlude of dancing, Balthazar thanks the shepherds. 

BALTHAZAR:  Thank you, good friends, for your dances and your gifts. 

But now we must bid you good night. 

We have little time for sleep, and a long journey ahead. 

THE SHEPHERDS: (moving towards the door) 

Good night, my good Kings, 

good night and farewell. 

The pale stars foretell that dawn is in sight. 

Good night, my good kings. 

Good night and farewell. 

The night wind foretells the day will be bright. 

As the shepherds leave, Amahl goes over to Kaspar. 

AMAHL: Excuse me, sir... amongst your magic stones, is there... is there one that could cure 

a crippled boy? 

AMAHL: (looking down dejectedly) Never mind... good night. 

(shuffling off to his his bed) 

THE SHEPHERDS (outside, they can still be heard as they disperse to their own houses and 

fields.) 

Good night, good night... 

the dawn is in sight... good night, farewell... 

good night... good night... 

Amahl listens intently as the shepherds bid each other good night throughout the small 

village. The mother tucks Amahl into bed and then turns to look at the kings.) 

MOTHER (thinking to herself) 

All that gold! All that gold! 

I wonder if rich people know what to do with their gold? 

Do they know how a child could be fed? 

Do rich people know? 

Do they know that a house can be kept warm all day with burning logs? 

Do rich people know? 

Do they know how to roast sweet corn on the fire? 

Do they know do they know how to fill a courtyard with doves? 

Do they know... do they know? 

Do they know how to milk a clover fed goat? 

Do they know? 

Do they know how to spice hot wine on cold winter nights? 

Do they know... do they know? 

All that gold... all that gold! 

Oh what I could do for my child with that gold! 

Why should it all go to a child they don’t even know? 

They are asleep. 

Do I dare? If I take some, they’ll never miss it... 

(moving towards the boxes of gold…) 

...for my child for my child... 

for my child... for my child... 

THE PAGE: (seeing a shadow moving near the pile of gifts, he awakens) 

Thief! Thief! 

(One of the kings stirs.) 

KING: What is it? 

THE PAGE: (shouting) I’ve seen her steal some of the gold. 
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She’s a thief! Don’t let her go! She’s stolen the gold. 

THE THREE KINGS: (joining the ruckus with loud voices) Shame, shame! 

PAGE: Give it back, or I’ll tear it out of you! 

Give it back, or I’ll tear it out of you. Give it back...give it back. 

Amahl has, by this time, been awakened by the ruckus and is peering over towards the 

argument in the center of the room. Then, seeing his mother involved in a struggle, he leaps 

out of bed and tries to intervene. This is a side of Amahl the kings haven’t seen yet.) 

AMAHL: Don’t you dare, ugly man hurt my mother! 

I’ll smash in your face; I’ll knock out your teeth. 

I you dare! Don’t you dare! Don’t you dare... ugly man... hurt my mother! 

Oh, Mr. king, don’t let him hurt my mother. 

My mother is good. 

She cannot do anything wrong. 

I’m the one who lies; I’m the one who steals. 

Don’t you dare... I’ll break all your bones; I’ll bash in your head. 

Don’t you dare... ugly man...hurt my mother. 

MELCHIOR: (seeing what has erupted) 

Oh, good woman, you may keep the gold. 

The child we seek doesn’t need our gold. 

On love, on love alone he will build his kingdom. 

His pierced hand will hold no scepter. 

His haloed head will wear no crown. 

His might will not be built on your toil. 

Swifter than lightning, 

he will soon walk among us. 

He will bring us new life, and receive our death, 

and the keys to his city belong to the poor. 

Let us leave, my friends. 

MOTHER: :Oh, no! Wait! Take back your gold! 

For such a king I’ve waited all my life... and if I weren’t so poor 

I would send a gift of my own to such a child. 

AMAHL: (pipes up) 

But, Mother, let me send him my crutch. 

Who knows, he may need one, and this, I made myself. 

MOTHER: (drawing in a breath sharply) 

But that you can’t, you can’t! 

Suddenly, Amahl begins to walk without his crutch. 

AMAHL: I walk, Mother. I walk, Mother. 

KINGS: He walks! It is a sign from the holy child. 

We must give praise to the newborn king. 

We must praise him. 

This is a sign from God. 

Truly, he can dance, he can jump, he can run! Ah! 

MOTHER: (admonishing Amahl) 

Please, my darling, be careful now. 

You must take care not to hurt yourself. 

Something has crystallized in the kings’ minds as they have watched this whole event play 

out. They realize that they must admonish the mother to treat her child differently. 

THE KINGS: Oh good woman, you must not be afraid, for he is loved by the son of God. 

(playing along with the boy’s ruse) Oh, blessed child, may I touch you? 
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AMAHL: (Seeming confused, he looks at the Page with a sharp gaze.) 

Well, I don’t know if I’m going to let you touch me... 

MOTHER: (admonishing Amahl sharply) 

Amahl! 

AMAHL: (thinking better of his reticence) Oh, all right... but just once. 

AMAHL: (showing off his new ability) 

Look, Mother, I can fight, I can work, I can play. 

Oh, mother, let me go with the kings. 

I want to take the crutch to the child, myself. 

THE THREE KINGS: (eagerly entreating the mother) 

Yes, good woman, let him come with us. 

We’ll take good care of him. 

We’ll bring him back on a camel’s back. 

MOTHER: (turning to Amahl) Do you really want to go? 

AMAHL: Yes, Mother. 

MOTHER: Are you sure, sure, sure? 

AMAHL: I’m sure. 

MOTHER: (pausing for a moment) Yes, I think you should go... and bring thanks to the child 

yourself. 

AMAHL: (parroting her query) Are you sure, sure, sure? 

MOTHER: Go on... get ready. 

KASPAR: (not really hearing what is going on) What did she say? 

BALTHAZAR: (bending over and speaking loudly in Kaspar’s ear) She said he can come. 

KASPAR: (unable to contain his enthusiasm) Oh, lovely, lovely, lo... 

BALTHAZAR: (cutting him off curtly) Kaspar! 

MOTHER: (preparing Amahl for his journey.) What to do with your crutch? 

AMAHL: You can tie it to my back. 

MOTHER: Don’t forget to wear your hat! 

AMAHL: I shall always wear my hat. 

TOGETHER: So, my darling goodbye! I shall miss you very much. 

MOTHER: Wash your ears. 

AMAHL: Yes, I promise. 

MOTHER:Don’t tell lies. 

AMAHL: No, I promise. 

TOGETHER: I shall miss you very much. 

AMAHL: Feed my bird. 

MOTHER: Yes, I promise. 

AMAHL: Watch the cat. 

MOTHER: Yes, I promise. 

TOGETHER: I shall miss you very much. 

Amahl finishes his preparations. 

MELCHIOR: (checking with Amahl) Are you ready? 

AMAHL: Yes, I’m ready. 

MELCHIOR: Let’s go, then. 

Amahl and the kings set out across the darkened veld. And as they trek, they hear the sounds 

of the shepherds singing the songs of the morning in their fields and homes. 

THE SHEPHERDS: Shepherds, arise! 

Come, oh shepherds, come outside! 

All the stars have left the sky. 

Sweet dawn — oh dawn of peace. 
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Curtain – the end 

 NEW STAR www.SundaySchoolCenter.com New Star – A Christmas Skit for Children and Youth 1 ©2015, Sharon 

Kay Chatwell  

 
A traditional Christmas skit;.The cast requires 8-10 actors. An original song “A New Star in the 

Sky” is included in the skit.  

CAST Old Star (male or female) New Star (male or female) Mary (female) Joseph (male) Gabriel 

(male) Elizabeth (female) 3 Kings (male or female) Shepherds and Angels – can be played by 

groups Caesar, Herod, Scribe, Crowd – can be played by other actors  

TIME The skit has places indicated for optional songs to be sung. With songs it is about 45 

minutes long. The Narrators (Stars) may read their parts. Actors have some lines to memorize.  

SYNOPSIS Acting as Narrators, an Old Star tells a younger New Star all about the First 

Christmas. Others act out the parts of the Christmas Story as it unfolds. There is some humorous 

emphasis on the sections of the story that relate to stars. Eventually it is revealed that Old Star 

was actually the original Christmas Star. Along with New Star, we learn that Jesus Christ is the 

true reason we celebrate Christmas. Bible Refs: Luke 1-2; Matthew 1-2; Isaiah 7:14.  

SETTING Stage is open, except for two stands for Narrators in front or to the side of the stage. 

Back drop may be dark and have stars. Narrators must have lighting to read from their scripts.  

SONGS The songs indicated in the play are just suggestions. You may opt to have children’s 

choirs, or the congregation, sing with the actors onstage at the appropriate times. An original 

song, “New Star,” which incorporates the song “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star,” is included in the 

skit.  

PROPS A manger, a chair, and three free-standing signs that say Nazareth, Bethlehem, and 

Jerusalem.  

COSTUMES The two Narrators could be dressed as stars. Use your creativity and imagination to 

make their costumes appear “star like.” For example: Foam Rubber cut out in a star shape with 

holes for the face and hands, while otherwise dressed in black. Or white smocks or robes with 

“star crowns.”  

 

NEW STAR  
[Musical Introduction, if possible. OLD STAR ENTERS and stands at microphone. At the end of 

the musical introduction, NEW STAR ENTERS and is welcomed.]  

[LIGHTS UP on OLD and NEW STARS]  

OLD: Welcome, New Star! You’re looking nice and bright this evening.  

NEW: Thank you, Old Star. I’ve been working on my shiny-ness!  

OLD: Good job! And THIS is a great night for us all to look our best.  

NEW: Why is that?  

OLD: Because it’s Christmas!  

NEW: (excited) Yeah! (now wondering) Uh… What’s Christmas?  

OLD: You don’t know about Christmas? Oh, that’s right. You’re a brand new star! This is your 

very first Christmas!  

NEW: Yes! Is it your first Christmas, too?  

OLD: (laughing) Oh, no! I’ve seen over 2000 of them.  

NEW: Wow! 2000! …Is that a lot?  

OLD: Well, yes, it is. In fact, I am old enough to tell you about the very First Christmas! And I 

can explain why we still celebrate it, even after all these years.  

NEW: Oh, please do. I want to hear all about it.  

OLD: Okay! To start with we have to go back before the first Christmas and visit a little place 

called Nazareth.  
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[While the conversation continues, two people ENTER with a sign that says “Nazareth” and 

place it at CENTERSTAGE. Then they EXIT.]  

NEW: Is Nazareth a place in the sky? You know… Up in Space?  

OLD: No, it’s a place down on the Earth; on that little bitty planet right down there. (Points.)  

NEW: You mean the one over there by Jupiter? (Points wrong way.)  

OLD: No… the one a little further to the right. (Points further right.)  

NEW: Do you mean Pluto? I didn’t think it was still a planet!  

OLD: No…Not Pluto! To the Right! (Correcting him) Your other Right!  

NEW: You mean the little blue and green one? There between Mars and Venus?  

OLD: EXACTLY! And look! Right over there… That is the town of Nazareth!  

[MARY ENTERS and moves to CENTERSTAGE.]  

[LIGHTS UP on MARY.]  

NEW: Ohhh! Who’s the pretty lady?  

OLD: That’s Mary. She is a Virgin, and she is pledged to be married to a man named Joseph.  

[JOSEPH ENTERS and moves to CENTER LEFT. JOSEPH appears to be working with some 

wood (hammering, sawing, etc.)]  

[LIGHTS UP on JOSEPH.]  

OLD: Joseph is a carpenter. He is also a righteous man.  

NEW: What’s he doing?  

OLD: Building something. Carpenters are always building something.  

NEW: I hope it’s a cradle.  

OLD: I think you’re getting ahead of our story.  

[GABRIEL ENTERS and crosses to speak to MARY.]  

NEW: Who’s that other guy? He’s all shiny – like us.  

OLD: That’s Gabriel. He’s an angel. He has come to talk to Mary. Let’s listen.  

[GABRIEL speaks to MARY.]  

GABRIEL: Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.  

[MARY looks a little nervous.]  

GABRIEL: Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and 

give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the 

Son of the Most High. 

MARY: How will this be, since I am a virgin?  

GABRIEL: The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  

Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 

barren is in her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God.  

MARY: I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said.  

[GABRIEL EXITS]  

[ELIZABETH ENTERS and stands at STAGE RIGHT. JOSEPH stays at STAGE LEFT.]  

[During next few lines, MARY “packs up” her things and crosses to ELIZABETH.]  

NEW: What did all that mean?  

OLD: The angel told Mary that she is going to have a baby, who will be the Son of God.  

NEW: And what did Mary say?  

OLD: She said “Yes.”  

NEW: (relieved) Oh, good. Now what? I like Mary. She seems really nice.  

OLD: Oh, she is. (continuing) After the angel left her, Mary hurried to visit her cousin, Elizabeth.  

MARY: (calling out to her) Elizabeth!  

ELIZABETH: (calling out in response) Mary!  

[ELIZABETH and MARY embrace and begin speaking to each other silently.]  

OLD: When Mary arrived, she found out that things were just like the angel had told her.  

NEW: Mary seems really happy to see Elizabeth! And just think, Elizabeth was going to have a 

baby in her old age. It was a miracle!  
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OLD: Yes! And Mary wasn’t the only one who was happy. Elizabeth was happy too! Listen to 

what she said to Mary!  

ELIZABETH: Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why 

am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  

 

MARY: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been 

mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for 

the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is his name.  

[MARY and ELIZABETH say their good-byes and ELIZABETH EXITS.]  

[MARY crosses to Nazareth at STAGE LEFT and stands quietly.]  

OLD: Mary stayed with Elizabeth for a long visit and then returned home to Nazareth. But by 

now it was more obvious that she was going to have a baby.  

NEW: Uh, oh. What did Joseph say?  

OLD: Well, Joseph knew the baby wasn’t his. But, since Joseph was a righteous man, he decided 

to put Mary away privately.  

[JOSEPH moves to CENTERSTAGE and lies down as if going to sleep.]  

OLD: But after he had considered these things, God sent an angel to speak to him in a dream.  

[GABRIEL ENTERS and crosses to speak to JOSEPH.]  

GABRIEL: Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what 

is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 

the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.  

OLD: All of this was done in fulfillment of the ancient prophecy, “The virgin will conceive and 

give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”  

Oh, and the name “Immanuel” means “God with us.”  

NEW: Wow! That’s a great name! What did Joseph do when he woke up?  

[JOSEPH wakes, goes to MARY, and puts his arm around her. They EXIT together.]  

OLD: He did just what the angel had told him to do.  

NEW: Okay… So, what happened next?  

[CAESAR and his OFFICIALS ENTER and walk across the STAGE. CAESAR pretends to be 

yelling at his OFFICIALS, who are taking notes.]  

[OLD STAR and NEW STAR continue talking as if nothing is happening 
 

OLD: Next there was a little drama that went on in Rome. Caesar, the Roman ruler, ordered that 

everyone had to be counted.  

NEW: Why would he do that?  

OLD: Something about taxes… whatever those are. But, in order to be counted, everyone had to 

go back to their family’s hometown.  

[CROWD representing CAESAR and his OFFICIALS EXIT.]  

[MARY and JOSEPH ENTER and stand at STAGE LEFT at Nazareth sign.]  

NEW: Sort of like a family reunion?  

OLD: A little bit… but without the games or the potato salad.  

NEW: That’s too bad. I love potato salad. Did they have cookies? I love cookies too!  

OLD: I don’t think so.  

NEW: Then it really wasn’t much like a family reunion at all.  

[MARY and JOSEPH leave for Bethlehem. They may walk around auditorium. Two persons 

ENTER and remove sign that says “Nazareth.” Then they EXIT.]  

OLD: No. In fact, for Mary and Joseph, it was a pretty long and difficult trip; especially since 

Mary was expecting a baby.  

NEW: Where did they have to go?  

OLD: They went to a little town called …Bethlehem.  

[Two people ENTER bringing in a sign marked “Bethlehem” and a manger. They set them down 

near each other at STAGE LEFT and then EXIT.]  

NEW: (Pointing) Do you mean that little, bitty town over there in the middle of nowhere?  
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OLD: That’s the one! It was the birthplace of Joseph’s ancestor, King David.  

NEW: Wait a minute! Bethlehem… Isn’t that the one they sing about? The one they call (singing) 

“O, little town” of Bethlehem?  

OLD: Yes!  

NEW: I really like that song. They even sing about how “the silent stars go by…”  

OLD: Listen, I think someone’s going to sing it now  

 
SUGGESTED SONG: “O, LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM”  

[CROWD ENTERS and mills around near the sign for Bethlehem.]  

NEW: Wow. They can really sing! But listen, I thought this was a story about the First Christmas. 

When do we get to the part with the tree and the star?  

OLD: There was no tree on the first Christmas, but there was a star.  

NEW: Where? (Looking around)  

OLD: We’re getting there. First we have to hear more about Mary and Joseph.  

NEW: Okay.  

[MARY and JOSEPH ENTER and cross to the stage slowly.]  

OLD: So, Joseph went to Bethlehem to be counted, and Mary went with him.  

[MARY and JOSEPH finally arrive at manger. CROWD does not act very friendly.]  

NEW: Look! Mary and Joseph have arrived in Bethlehem. I hope they have somewhere nice to 

stay. Mary looks very tired.  

OLD: You’re right. But there was no room for them in the inn. So, Mary and Joseph stayed in a 

stable.  

[CROWD EXITS. MARY and JOSEPH sit by manger at STAGE LEFT.]  

NEW: A stable!? Do you mean like for cows, and horses, and goats, and sheep, and…?  

OLD: (Interrupting.) Yep. Mary and Joseph stayed in a humble stable. There Mary had her baby, 

and she wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in the manger.  

NEW: Why did they put the baby in a manger?  

OLD: It was probably the safest and best place they had for Him. I’m sure that Joseph lined it 

with fresh, new hay and stood watch over Mary and the baby during the night.  

NEW: What did they name the baby?  

OLD: They named Him, Jesus, which means “The LORD saves.” And now for the first time up 

in the sky there was a New Star; announcing the birth of the Messiah.  

 
NEW: Look! I think they’re going to sing again!  

OLD: They do that a lot at Christmas time… You get used to it.  

SUGGESTED SONGS: “NEW STAR” or “TWINKLE, TWINKLE LITTLE STAR”  

[SHEPHERDS ENTER and move to STAGE RIGHT.]  

[MARY and JOSEPH are at STAGE LEFT.]  

NEW: Wow! That was a really great song! Just think. A new star in the sky! How wonderful! 

How glorious! No one on earth could have missed that!  

OLD: It’s amazing that not only did people miss the Messiah then, but that they still miss Him 

today. Maybe it’s because they aren’t really looking for the Messiah.  

But God didn’t rely on a single new star to announce the birth of His Son. He also sent an angel 

to tell a group of shepherds all about it.  

(Laughing) Of course, it really frightened the shepherds to suddenly see an angel.  

[LIGHTS UP ON SHEPHERDS.]  

[GABRIEL and other ANGELS ENTER. GABRIEL crosses to SHEPHERDS, who are frightened 

and fall to the ground. Other ANGELS may stand back a bit at first.]  

GABRIEL: Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a 

sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.  

[Other ANGELS cross to SHEPHERDS.]  
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OLD: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying…  

ANGELS: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.  

[ALL ANGELS EXIT.]  

OLD: When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another…  

 

SHEPHERD: Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told 

us about.  

[SHEPHERDS CROSS to MARY AND JOSEPH and kneel down.]  

OLD: So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 

manger.  

[SHEPHERDS walk around the STAGE as if spreading the news.]  

OLD: When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about 

this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just 

as they had been told.  

[SHEPHERDS EXIT rejoicing. MARY and JOSEPH remain at manger.]  

SUGGESTED SONGS: “IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR” (and/or) “ANGELS WE 

HAVE HEARD ON HIGH”  

NEW: So, that’s the story of the First Christmas and the Star.  

OLD: Yes, but there is more to the story. (Pointing) Look – over there in the east.  

[THREE WISE MEN ENTER and cross to CENTERSTAGE.]  

NEW: Who are those guys?  

OLD: They are three wise men. But they can tell us themselves.  

KING #1: We three kings of Orient are.  

KING #2: Bearing gifts we traverse afar.  

KING #3: Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Following yonder star.  

NEW: (interrupting) Wait a minute! Wait a minute! What are they saying?  

OLD: It’s from an old song; about the three wise men. They are saying that they are three kings 

from the east; and that they’ve traveled a long way to get here.  

NEW: Oh, I get it! And they saw New Star! And they followed it… because they were wise 

enough to know that it meant the Savior had been born.  

OLD: That’s right! Listen… I think they are going to sing about it.  

[THREE KINGS sing as a trio. If preferred, a Choir may join in on chorus 
SUGGESTED SONG: “WE, THREE KINGS OF ORIENT ARE”  

[Two persons ENTER bringing out a sign that says “Jerusalem” and a chair for Herod. They 

cross to STAGE RIGHT and set them down. Then they EXIT.]  

[HEROD ENTERS and is seated on the chair at STAGE RIGHT. CROWD ENTERS and mills 

around nearby. Some stand close to HEROD, including the SCRIBE.]  

[After the song, THREE KINGS pick up their gifts and walk around the stage.]  

NEW: Oh, I like the kings. And look! They brought presents! Who are they for?  

OLD: The gifts are for the Baby Jesus. They are Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh. Gold because 

Jesus is the King. Frankincense because He is the High Priest. And Myrrh because of His 

Sacrifice.  

[THREE KINGS cross to STAGE RIGHT (away from Bethlehem)]  

NEW: Hey! Where are they going? Bethlehem’s over there! (Calling out to 3 Kings) Hey, Fellas! 

You’re going the wrong way! The baby’s over there!  

[LIGHTS UP ON HEROD]  

OLD: They are going to Jerusalem, to the palace, to look for the King of the Jews.  

NEW: But why? The baby is in Bethlehem. Over there! He was born in a stable!  

OLD: They went looking for the baby king in a palace. But they didn’t find Him there.  

NEW: Who did they find?  
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OLD: Well, unfortunately, they met an evil man named Herod, who was the local ruler.  

[THREE KINGS cross to STAGE RIGHT and speak to KING HEROD, who stands.]  

KING #1: Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  

KING #2: We saw his star in the east.  

KING #3: And we have come to worship Him.  

[HEROD and the CROWD look worried and whisper back and forth  

 
OLD: When Herod heard all of this he was greatly distressed and all of Jerusalem with him. He 

called in the Jewish chief priests and the teachers of the law and asked them where the Messiah 

was to be born.  

SCRIBE: In Bethlehem in Judea. For this is what the prophet has written…  

(as if reading from a scroll) “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my 

people Israel.”  

HEROD: Go to Bethlehem and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find Him, come and 

tell me, so that I may come and worship Him too.  

[THREE KINGS take gifts and cross to STAGE LEFT to MARY and JOSEPH.]  

[HEROD and CROWD EXIT. They take the chair and the sign for Jerusalem with them.]  

[LIGHTS UP on MARY and JOSEPH.]  

OLD: So the Wise Men went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of 

them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 

down and worshiped him.  

[THREE KINGS present gifts to Baby Jesus, MARY and JOSEPH.]  

OLD: Then they gave him their gifts and went back to their own countries. But having been 

warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they went home a different way.  

[THREE KINGS EXIT STAGE LEFT.]  

[MARY and JOSEPH lie down as if going to sleep.]  

NEW: Why didn’t they go back to see Herod?  

OLD: Because Herod didn’t really want to worship Jesus. He wanted to destroy him!  

NEW: That’s horrible!  

OLD: (seriously) Yes, it was.  

[GABRIEL ENTERS and crosses to JOSEPH.]  

NEW: What happened to Baby Jesus?  

OLD: An angel was sent to warn Joseph in a dream to take his family away to Egypt, where they 

would be safe. They escaped into the night before Herod found them.  

 
[GABRIEL EXITS. JOSEPH wakes up MARY.]  

[MARY and JOSEPH gather up the baby and EXIT STAGE LEFT.]  

[Two persons ENTER with sign that says Nazareth and place it at CENTERSTAGE/ Then they 

EXIT , taking the sign that says Bethlehem with them.]  

NEW: That’s wonderful! Is that the whole story?  

[MARY and JOSEPH ENTER and cross to NAZARETH.]  

OLD: There is a little more… When it was safe to return, the child Jesus and His Family traveled 

back to Nazareth where he was raised. Jesus was the Son of God and He did all of the things that 

were prophesied about Him. He lived a perfect life and died on a cross for all sin, and rose again 

to live forever. Now He sits at the right hand of God the Father, and one day He will come to 

judge the world.  

NEW: That’s amazing! And how do you know all of this?  

OLD: Oh, I saw it all, from up here in the sky; for you see, I am the New Star that appeared that 

night.  

NEW: Really!? You are the New Star? But you are so old.  
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OLD: So is the story, over 2000 years old… But it is still as true today as it was on that very First 

Christmas. And that’s why we still celebrate Christmas today.  

NEW: That’s amazing! Thank you for telling me the story. I think I will shine a little brighter 

now that I know all of this.  

OLD: Well, you know what King David said:  

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day 

they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language 

where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of 

the world.  

NEW: Yeah! Well said!! Hey, is that the same King David?  

OLD: Yes. King David, the ancestor of Joseph, the one who was born in Bethlehem, all those 

years ago. Sunday School Center www.SundaySchoolCenter.com  
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NEW: Wow, I like that guy. He has a real way with words.  

[ALL CAST and/or CHOIR ENTERS and starts getting ready for final song.]  

NEW: Okay… So… What now?  

OLD: Looks like it’s time for another song.  

[NEW STAR and OLD STAR start gathering up their things to leave.]  

NEW: And cookies? I love cookies.  

OLD: Yes, yes… We’ll get you some cookies. Come on!  

[NEW and OLD STAR EXIT or can join ALL CAST and/or CHOIR for final songs.]  

SUGGESTED SONGS: “SILENT NIGHT”  

“WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 

 


